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MISSION FIELD.

The Social Side of Missionary Life.

(stns, TIHOS, C.) LILA WINN,

It is ofton said that wo havo not only como to proach Christi-
anity, but to Uvo it beforo these people, and this must bo done by
associating with them. The social duties of a missionary must
bogin in his own family. Tho Japauesc are eapooially ocurious in
rogard to our home life, and if they sec us considorato and agreo-
ablo thero, 1t improssea them most favorably, all the moro so pot-
haps, becauso of tho frequent lack of such elements in their own
hones,

Most of us find no difficulty in cultivatingsociability inourhomes,
and yetit somotimnes happons that wobscomo absorbed in our work,
or worrled about it, and fall into the habit of cating our meals in
silence or answerlng only in monosyllables, Thisgivesthe impres.
ston to our ovor-observing sorvauts thot we havo had a fumily
guarcel—a conclusion most deplozable,

Our children aro cit off from the gocioty of othor children and
aro subjected to many ovil influsnoces, which scems to make i
itaperativo for us to devoto much of our time to their bhenofit,
This should not apply to mothers only. Paternal parents should
sbaro tho reaponsibility. They wiil find a romp with the children
is very good oxerciso, aud thoy may sometimes indulge ir it with
safoty in placo of a gamo of tennis or o spin on the wheel! Mis-
sionary mothers often feol that their childron demand all their
titne and strength, and thuy aro unablo to undertako anything in
tho way of missionary work. This is undoubtedly true in some
casos, but none of us can tell how much outside work we can do
until wo mako the effort. It secoms to mo that the social influcnce
of mothera in their own homeos is greatly augmented swhen they
tako an active part in missiopary work., AMorcoyer it is such an
entire change to go to a woman's meeting or Biblo class that it is
a kind of recreation, and wo como homo to czc fi.ailies fcoling
better spiritually, as well as physically. When we undortake any
direct missionary cffort, tho reflox influence upon our own childsen
{e moat beneficial. Their sympathies are casily enlisted and tho
become very much intorested in our work, especially if we taky
pains to tell thom intercsting incidenta,

Our 8o ial attitudo towarda our servants is worth consideration
If we show a real intorest in thoir welfare we can casily gain their
confidenco and good will, which will bo a'great advantago to us in
ovory way. If at any time thelr is dauger of their misunderstand
ing our actions, it is well worth our whilo to make some explana.
tion, especially on tho subject of family discipline. It is
cmphatically true in Japan that what we do in the aecrecy of our
homes is known from the house-tops.

A crucial test of our ability to set forth the spirit of Christ, in
social contact with tho people, comnes when taking a trip into the
country or travelling on a const ateamor. Ono is excusablo fornot
being in exuberant spirits on a little dirty tub of a stcamer, whero
passengors are packed away like sardines in a box. Thesurround-
ings are not conducivo to a ploasant atate of mind. Noither does
it help ono'a feslings if ho happens to be aroused from a troubled
nap by finding a man, in tho row next above, is warming his bare
fcotunderyourpillow. Busevenundersuch annoying circur:atances,
lot ua remembor that any show of ecllishness or irritability detracts
from our influenco for good. 1 onco know of a Japaneso who was
travelling some distance on the samo steamer with a lady. They
had nover acon cach other bofore, but hearing that sho waz a
missionary tho Japanese determined to watch her, to sco if
Christianity really did inake any difforence in tho lives of its
followers. Moat fortunately this yeung woman, unwittingly, bero
the inspoction well. She bore the discomfort of the journey in a
ploasant spirit and showed a thoughtful interest in others, which
won tho admiration of her inspector, and, if I mistake not, thoman
was 30 impresacd that ho aftcrward becamo a Christian himsolf.

Ou nnother occasion when travelling on a very crowdod car, a
wissionary of our own lioard arcro and gave his seas to a Japaness
woman who would otherwise have been obliged to stand. 1t was
interesting to watch the effect of that littlo act of conrtesy upon
our follow passengers, and presently a well-dressed man camo for.
ward and begged our missionary to take hisplace.

Japanese callers aro sometimes tedious. It reyunirea a great
deal of grace to sy aside the work wo want to finiah, and, inatead,
entertain a caller who scema unlimited in his hours of leisure.
Tho moro we aro in danger of being annoyed at the length of our
call, let us the more oatnestly toach our guest of Christ, and if wo
can suxoeod in inflacncing him we shall never regret tho time.
Ono can spend n groat deal of time in calling upon the Japanese,
and I think it pays well. A great many informal calls can bo
mado on o siogle afternoon, whea cneZsimply sits at the doorway

oralittle visit. This avolds tho bothot of taking off shoos and
also provents tho family from giving ten aud oako. If Christians
are absont from Sabbath services for soveral wecks, it is a good
plan to oall and inyaire the cause. , . « 1t isastonishing what
offect a dish of los croam will have on almoat any of the Japaneso
and I nover kaocw auy ill to result from glvingit, It is quite
generally kuown in Ilanazawa that we mako ice oream for tho
sick, and requosts somotimes come for iv from cntire strangors,
Thus our circle of acquaintauces is cnlarged.

A music box givos a good deal of ploasure in a sick room. Last
week, tho widow of a formor high governmunt offiolal, while calling
here said with tears in her eyos that our music box had boon tho
chief comfort of hor husband during his last illness. Bonad
volumos of illustrated papers can do tho same kind of missionary
sorvico, and if ono koops a fow feather pillows to soiten tho beds of
tho dying, which we give in tho name of Him who had not whore
to lay His head, may it not be ono of thoe littls decds which wo aro
promised shall not loss its roward? Let us show that wo do not
consider our ** things” teo nico to use in roaching the poople. Let
us inolude our possessions when wo offer ourselves up as living
gacrifices, which is our reasonabloe servico,

I never know a Japancse to bo ill.-humored or contrary after a
pleasant visit at the supper table, and if one wishes to further plans
that ho fears may most with oppositicn, I advise him to try giving
a good meal first. If there be any one who, reasonably or othor-
wiso, bears a grudge againgt ysu, his feelings will be wonderfully
mollified by a dish of hot soup with “more to follow.” I speak
from exporience. Hot scup is moro comfortablo to take than hot
coals on the hoad! Many people of the official class will lnas their
prejudice against forsigners when they aro breught into contact
with us at our dinner table, and will be very friendly even when
they cannot be persuaded to accopt Christianity. Porhaps more
of them are convinood of its truth than we know, Lot us be given
to hoapitality and wo shall have opportunity to sow our sced by
all waters.

In oll our social dealings with the Japaness, the one thing
needful is a genuine interest in thom and & sincore desire to do
thom good. Without this motive wa shall fail to influonce them,
ovon if onr language and pronunciation were faultless. W muat
mako them feel we love them, if we would teach them to love
Christ.

In conelusion I would remind you of tho words givon to usby St.
Paul. *“But to do good and to communicate forget not, for with
such sacrifices God is well ploased.”—{Voman’s 1¥ork.

Mission Notes.

Last wouk thirty Chinese boys, sons of prominent aund wealthy
residents of Cartan, Hong Kong and other large cities of China,
arrived in tho oity of Now York in charge of Rev. Hule Kin, a
minister of the Presbyterian Church. Theso boya havo boen sent
for to purposs of being placed in school, and aftor theit prelimi.
nary cducation they will eater college, Luwrge numbers of others
aro to follow these and, it is said, the government of China will
spend millions of monoy to carry out her plans in thisdirection and
to bring her youth into contact with the arts, the sciencos and the
influences of this country.

Tbo Lsper Asylum of the London Missionary Society at
Almora, Iadia, is doiug a noble<rork, and rycent Istters from that
place, given in tho Chronicle, speak of the death of thoe patriarch
of the asylum, Jai Bhan. Ho was sighty-scven years of ago and on
ontering tho asylum was a Brahman, but he turned to Christ in
full purpose of hoart aund bore his sufferings pationtly and had
great joy In ths expectation of ootering the heavenly home.
Having fall use of his facaltica till within a fow weeks of his death,
ho used them all in his Mastor’s servico. The scone at his barial
was very touching. The lnmates with their mautilated leprous
hands sought to do everything in their power to show their love
for tho aged zaint. Tho account is given also of the rocont conver
sion in tho asylum of a lad foarteon yoars of age, who beforo he
bocamo a lepar had heard a woman tell her follow-villagers of what
Jesus Christ had done for the sufferers at the asylum. When
attacked by tho dissase ho sought admission to the institution and
at, once found in Christ a Saviour who gives kim jor in thoexpecta-
tion that his soul, which row dwells in = body torribly scarred
and crippled, shall soon dwoll in porfect purity in the preaenco of
the King.

We grow able to do and bear that which it is necdful we should
do and boar. I havono fear for tho Christian man who kaepz Lo
thopath of duty. Stralning up the stosp hill, his heart will grow
ut| u st in propor tion to its steopneas.



