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F"OR THE SABBATH SCHOOL.

International 3. S. Lesson.
Lessox X.—THEe RicH Youne RuLER.—MARCH 10,
Mark x. : 17-27. .

GoLpeN TeExT.—* Seck yo first the kingdom of God."—Dlatt.
vi. 33.
CexTrAL TryTn.—True Riches.

tlung wanted, v. 17-20.

ANALYSIS. — THE ONE thing lacking, v. 21-22.

omuipotent, v, 23-27,

Time aAnp Prace.—Muarch, A.D. 30; on Christ’s last journey to
Jerusalem, probably in Peres deyond Jordou.

Harstoxy—D>Matt. xix. 16-30, Luko xviii. 18-30.

INTRODUCTORY.—Owing to the excitement caused by the raising
of Lazarus, Christ had to leave Judes, and seek refuge in the
country of Perea. It was here, after the incident 1 which He
bleased the children, that this conversation with the rich young
ruler took place.

THE ONY THING WANTED, v, 17-20, —~Since ever our first parents
eating of the forbidden fruit brouglt upon themus:lves thesentence
of death, there has been in the heart of mau « longing after his
lost immortality that ages of struggle with the vicissitudes aund
hardships of life have failed to oxtinguish. Itisa God implanted
longing, and as such must ever endure, until it has found satisfac-
tion in the way that its Author has appointed. It wus this
desire in the heart of the rich young ruler that prompted him to
seek from the master on bended knee sorie answer that perchance
might give him peace. It was tho same old question, 80 often
repeated aince, * Good Master, what good thing shall 1 do that I
may inherit eternal life?” How many have echoed that cry,
What shall I do? and found, sometimes after bitter disappoint-
ment, that there was nothing could bo done by human heart to
gain salvation, nothing but believe. The answer of the Master is
evolved from His divine knowledge of human hearts; Hesaw in
this aceker after life, a man of good moral churacter and high
aspirations, but He realized whero the greatest obstacle to his
salvation lay, and at that Ho aimed His reply. The result lay all
in the question, was what Le longed for worthier i his estimation
than what he already possessed?

THE ONE THING LACKING, V. 2], 22.—It is a beautiful touch to
the story that tho writer gives usin thistwenty-firat verse ; ** Jesus
looking on him loved him."” Thero was that in the carnestness of
tho young man that won his Saviour's heart, buv apart from this
there was'his youth with all its glorious possibilities for good, and
Christ yearned to seo him set with his tace toward righteousncss
and truth. There was nothing cxceptional in Christ's luve for
this young man ; the samelove goes out to-day in unfailing tender-
ness to all young people, in whose developivg ycars are bound
up so much of future good or evil, according as Christ or Satan
succeeds in gotting tho first foothold in their hearts. There was
one thing lacking 1n the young man's character, but it alono was
enough to bar the way of life eternal, low is it with you andl
whose lives aro 2o full of imperfections? Can wo hope to win
heaven on merit? *Go sell all that thou hast and give it to the
poor ;" that was tho test, and to-day dear comrades it is exactly
the same. While there is anything in your life you are unwilling
to give up for Christ, riches or friecnds or pleasure, it matters not
what, 30 long as such uawillingness remain you cannot pogscss
Christ. To that which you prefer to Him, for awful as it sounds,
it amounts to that, you must look for your salvation.

Tue OSE OuSIPOTENT, v. 23 27.—Exceeding sorrowful the
Young man departed uncqual to tho test, he will not stand alone
when the day of final award arrives. The cpitaph upon tho
gmvestone of his hopes, still cuts itself in awful letters on many a

cad sout’s tomb, ¢ Sold for Gold.” It is a solemn lesson the
Master taught His disciples on this sad occasion, but time and
experience have proved it to be only too true. Riches ars an
obstacle to the kingdom of God, and the way of salvation a hard
one for tho wealtiyy. His disciples were slow to perciove this
truth, and sacprisedly exclaimed, ‘¢ Who then can be saved 2™
Maoy to-dny do not rcalize it and often think, ** Oh, if my cir.
cumstances were only more easy, how much better my life would
be.” Take the masters’ word forit, itis a mistake. Change of
circumstances is not what is nceded but change of heart.  *Who
then can be saved?” Ah with men salvationis impossible, but
with God all things aro possible, He canlift tho drunkard from
tho gutterand make him a szint, or turn the sclfish pleasure
scelior into a selfless secker of God’s pleasure. There isno man
good cnough to save himsolf, but there 13 none too bad for God
to save. Woall may lack, but there is One Omnipotent to supply.

Norrs ox iie Text.— V. 25. I¢is easier for acamel to go through
the eye of a needle,—This was a figure the people wero in the habit
of using when they spoke of an impossibility, or at least of some
thing that was very difficult.

Application and Illustration.
Wuar Cax I Do?
Be 1x EarNEsT apouT ETERNAL LIFE, v. 17.—The young msn
ran and fcll at Christ's fcet, he was in carnest about this matter

of eternal life. Are youin earncst about it?! So many seem to
think this tho lsst” question in the world to intercst them.

Wait till the time has como to die, they say, and go on worrying
over the littlo matters of cvery day life with tho weighty interests
of ull eternity unsettled. Why are we not wwore 1 carnest about
this thing? Why do not tho souls of our unsaved friends bear
more heuvily on our hearts? Why is not the burden of the perish-
ing moro real tothose of us who profess to bo Christ's? God trouble
our hearts on this question, and awaken us to the awful interests
that are at stake,

Possess THE Lrue TrEAsure, v. 21.—A rich nobleman said toa
man : ** All theso lundg, houses und flocks you can see are mino;
am I not rich?” ‘Lhe man auswered, ** In that hittlo hut on your
lund is un old woman who is richer than you, for she can say,
*Jesus iz mine.’ . You will havo to leavoall theso things ; but when
sho dics, she will have n crown of glory and a home 10 heaven.”:

Reav1z* tur Daxorr ofF Ricnes, v. 23,—Genersl Armstrong
said once to o inend, ** 1 you seo me gotung rich, pray for my
soul.” But very few men have made such a request.  One morn.
my the minister found on his pulpit desk a shp of paper, with this
request : * Lho prayers of this congregation are desired for a man
who is growing rich.”” It seemed o strange request, but no doubt
it was a wisc onc. Xavier smid that among all the thousands who
hud come to him with confessions, not one had over confessed the
sin of covetousncss. Men are not conscious of their danger when
growing rich.

Be WiLLixa 10 Give ur ALL For Curist, v. 2).—There is &

story of a rich Christian man ono of whose ships was delayed at
sea, \When one day had passed with no tidings he was anxious;
aund with cach added day s anxiety increased. At length, how-
ever, tho man waked up to tho fact that his money was having o
tremendous hold upon him. Then ho ceased to worry about the
ship, and became anxious for his ownsoul. He was determined to
break the perilous mastery, and took the value of hisshipand gave
1t to acharitable object. Woall need to deal thus rigorously with
ourselves whether wo have only a little money or much, that
money may never bo our master, but that Christ may be Master
alvays and moncey our servant, to do our bidding and Cbrist’s.—
Westnunster Teacher,

CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR.

Everything for God.

First Day—Constrained by love—2 Cor. v. 13.21.

Second Day—Nothing but Christ—1 Cor. ii, 1-5.

Third Day —Neccssity laid upon me—1 Cor. 1x. 16-23.

Fourth Day - Pleasure in distresses—2 Cor. xi1. 10 ; xi, 23.28.

Fifth Day—** Laboring might and day "—1 Thess. ii. 8-12.

Sixth Day—** This ono thing ’—Phil. iii. 13-21.

Seventh Day —Everything for God— Luke xiv. 25.33.

Praver Meerisu Toric, March 10,—*¢ EvervTiive ror Gor,’
Luko xiv. 25-33. Itisa wonderful phrase, but how few actually
realize by experience all that it means. As we look at our own
lives and measure them by ats stacdard, the blush of shame must
surely suffuse our checks.  *¢ Everything for God,” my business,
my pleasurcs, my aflections, my associations, my companiobs,
myself in ita entirety, body, soul and spirait.  Oh Christ how short
of this I fall! Such must bo the honest expression of overy heart
that looks this question fairly in the face.  But short of such sur-
render soul satisfaction can never be completely possessed.  While
thero is ano corner of your being, one possession of your soul
uvowned by Geod, there will bo 1n your Chiristian life an element
of discord and weakness. Sometime God will call upon you for o
ful) surrender. Nochild of His ever goes home without exgeri-
cncing this crisis in the Christian hfe. You remember He do-
nunded from Abraham his only son lsaac, He won tho hfo of
Joseph in tho darkness of the pat, He wrestled with Jacodb and
overcame his proud nature, and 1t was by faith that Moses forsook
the court of kgypt with 1ts alluring plensures and prospects of
power for God 1n the loxzely desert. These were crises in these
men's lives, teating times when the only alternative was all for
God or nothing. You must eaperience just auch & crims m you
life if you bave not alrcady. God give you grace to meet
faithfully.

Personal Testimony. .

Do what you can to cncourago it. It doesn't necessanly savor
of egotism for you to speak of yourself. There are a multitude of
reasons on tho side of the personal testimony. It appeals to the
listener as no other form of specch will.  Witness in the midst of
a dry scrmon or address, the apeaker makesa personal allusion,

and at once the whole nudienco is on tho alert. It establishes a
feeling of kinship between him and them. Again, it helpsthe ono
who speaks to sce himself. I beliove that & word or two, in regard
to his own hopes, and purposcs, and temptations, has helped many
a faltering, uncertain, youog Cirristian to safer ground, Wo are
never so truly humbloin spirit, I think, as when we talk of our
own Christinn expcrience.  Theso are somo of the thinga that make
the consccration meeting one of such importance. With all due
regard 1o hamility, and a certain sacredness that sorrounds our
personal relations with God, we may truly havo rerson to bo con-
cerncd about thoso who can talk volubly upon almost any other
subject, who can interest and moralize, but who grow atrangely

dumb upon the aubject of their own personal Christian experience.
—The Outlook.




