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scienco of botany, and another from mechanical provesses. Hunco it
is said wo aro rooted in Christ.

Tho roots are tho part of the plant which sccures its nourishmont
and stability. It drawsits food chicfly, but not exclusively, from tho
sofl through the roota. Thoey are invisible, anll make no noiss or
display to tho car and the aye of than, but they are inost essentisl to
the lfo, the growth and fruitfulness of the plant. They servo also to
fix it scourely in 1ts place, They fortify tho plant against tho action
of winds and tempesta that would otherwiso llg it prostratein the dust.

S0 the living trust, the band of faith and of tho Holy Spint, by
which woaro in Christ, sorves both to nourish our souls and to makoe
us stoadfast and memorablo in the services of God, as well as hravo
and triumphant—for * this is tho victory that overcomoth tho world,
oven our faith.”

But tho samo idea of stability is convo{od by & mochanical
metaphor, Being built u;ﬂon Jesus Christ, In this caso Hois tho
foundation and wo sro the suporstructure. You recollect Hisown
picturo of tho two buildings—both probably cqual in besuty and
statoly architectural proportions. But when the testing time camo,
whon tho, wind blow, and the rain descended and the floods camo
aud boatagainat the one, it fell with a ruinous crash. Why1 Bevcauso
it waa built upon tho sand. Whilo the other stood firm and unmov-
able, commending increased adinirstion the moroit was battered by
remorseleas tempests. Whyt Becauso it was built upon the rock.
Aund what is tho Saviour's own explanation of His parablot Hero it
is. **Every one thereforo which hearcth theso words of mine, and
dooth thom, shall boe likened unto a wiso man which built his house
upon a rock.” Itis the hearing and doing of the words of Christ that

ves immovabloatability. Ionco it is added in the text, without a
metaphor, ‘‘Established in tho faith as yo have been taught.”
Your faith rests not upon ignorauce, but upon knowledgo; it is not a
dark pious superstition, but tho highest oxcrciso of jntalligonco and
loving trust, ¢ Acconling as ge have been taught ”  But what woro
thoy taught? Wo aro not told in dotail ; but we may Lo certain that
no cssontial truth of the Hebrew Scriptures or of Now Testamont re-
volation touchung God and man was kopt back from them.

And what 13 worthy of special note is, that the stabulity of their
faith and(conduct is urged and made depeudent upon tho breadth, the
fulness aud comploteness of tho teaching they enjoyed. Thisis a
lesson which peods to bo pressed home in our day, becauso we cannot
shut our oyes to tha fact that there1s a strongand strangoindisposition
ou the part of many to receive instruction in fundamental truth. They
almost regard it as intolerablo impertinence in ministers to boro them
with lcssons in doctrino, The days for such, they allege, havo passod
away ! Somego ovon the length of regarding iguoranve of doctrine
maritonious, and a sure sign _of cuiture, liborality and suporior pioty,
83 1f, forsooth, tho study of God 8 redemptive purpose and work did not
iuvolve tho doepest thinking ard highest culture

Wo do not 'e? how little truth as man may know and aceept in
ordor to bo saved. It sy bo very, very littlo.  We read of one man
in tho Gospel who was healed, and yet wist not who it was that bealed
him. And infants are saved without koowing any of the truth of
rovolation,  Nay more, thousanls upen theusands were saved befare a
ainﬁlo pago of the Old, or tho New Testament twas written.

3ut whilo all this true, it is equally certain that thoro is no morit
in belioving little or nothing. To havo a meagre, shabby creed, with
a fow vaguo and ill.defined articlos, is nothing of which to boast ; but
somethiug of which to bo ashamed  Tho faith that grasps bat littlo
truth is undeaiably fecble, uncertain, and little wortb. It may bo
sudden'y surprised and overthrown by somoe skilful adversary who
transforms himsolf into an angel ot light for this vary purpose. {Vhilo
the faith that s sustamnod by careful and accurate instruction, and
which rests apon a broad and comprehonsive basis of Divine truth, is
that which has strongth end resources to meet emergencies.

For stuady reliable work in the rank and file of tho Charch, as
Sundsy school teachers, or as wise paronts and rulers of households,
as honourablo tradesmen and merchants, as missionary visitore, as
energotio deacuns, as spinitually minded clders, give e those pemsons
who are moved not simply by impulse or passing sautiment, bu who
aro catablished iu tho faith as thoy havo been taught. We como sow to
tho last step in tho developient of spiritual lifo in the soul of man.

Thankfulness. ** Abounding thercin with thanksgiving.” To be
unthankful is & work of psgenism and not of Christianity. Paul in
wntl‘n‘i; to® Timothy ranks tho unthankful man among the most
degradod and desperate of human creatures. Liston to his words :

** Tlus know also, that in tho last days periloas timos shiall comte.
For mon shall be lovers of their own solves, covetous, boasters, prond,
blaspheiners, disobedient to parcnts, unthankul,” sce where tho
word comes in—unthankful—< uoholy, without natural affeotion,
truocbreakers, falso accusers, incontincat, ficrce, despisers of thuso
that are good, traitors, hoady, high-miuded, lovers of ploasures more
thau lovers of God, baving a form of godliness, but denying the
power theroof | from such turn away.” (1Tim. iii. 1.5). No wonder
that he added the command ** from such tarn away.’”

Now then, just as unthankfulness desorves ta bo classed among the
bascst vices, so thaukfuluess and thanksgiving take rank among the
highost Christian virtues, How 80® Is not thaukfalness a fecliog of
sontiment? Certainly. But all sentiments are not necessarily useless
and destituto of moral significance. What begins in sentiment has
1ts outcomo in_action, tu practical courses of conduct of the most
commendable eharacter.

. Wo can sing our thanksgiving, and we can do our thanksgiving.
Wo can tell God in socret prayer, or in tho public songs of tho
sanctuary how thankful wo are, and, if wo arctolliug the truth, it is
all right, and 7o can show God and man by our deeds and zifts, our
sacrifices for tho causes of truth and humanity, how thankful wo are,
'l:hu 18 far better, for 1t 14 not mere words, the servico of the lips, that
God demands. ** Not every one,” says Jesus, **that saith unto mo
Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven, but be that
doeth the will of m= Father who i3 in hesven,”
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Now thon, brothren, passing by all that is gonoral, all that we
onjoy under the government of an infinitely wise and bencficent
Father, let us ask, what special causes of thankfulness should we
rocognizo at this moment! Recall, in oritomo, the line of thought
wo have pursued, and the question is sufticiently answered.

Have you received Christ Jesus tho Lord T Is this your oxpori-
cuco! Then xyoa aro forgiven. You aro quickoned by the
Holy Spirit. You have the life of God, oternal life, in your soul.
You are a temple of tho Holy Ghost, and heir of God and joint heir
with Christ Josus—destined to sit with your Redoomer upon His
throno. Isnot thisenought O give thanks.

Aro you walking in Christ Josus conscionaly, advancing in knowl.
edgo of divino things, in faith as it grasps tho truth of God, and as iz
clings to Jesus with loving and unwavering trustt Is Ho becoming
moro and moro precious to you as your soul is bolug filled with the
power of His love! Have yon, through faith, gained victories over
temptations and lusts and onomies of which no ono knows anything
but God and yoursolf? Have you, sgain and sgein, whon in straits
and at your wit's end, proved tho truth of tho Blessed Saviour’s prom.
iso, "My graco is sufiiont for thee, sud My st angth is mado
porfeot in weaknoss 1

O givo thanks unto the Lord for theso things, for thoy aro better
than your wholo carthly estato.

Are you established in tho faith! Built vpon Him, not upon con.
lecturcs, nogations, and uncottainties, but upon Him who is tho samo
yestorday, to.day and forevert O give thanks!

Uncortsinty does not mako strong men, warriors, or hosocs, It
woakens and rondors utterly useless thoso over whom it gains control.
\Why thon should Christisus think it a tokon of suqcrior wisdom to
roganrd tho foundations upon whivh they rest as feeble, dofective and
untrustworthy 1 Tholy o not thus honour God and His truth, or
promoto their own safety and tho good of others. Vo can only bo
strong in tho Lord, strong for servico or suffering, when wo feel that
our feet are sot upon tho rock, that our goings arg established, and that
wo have a now song in our mouth, oven praise to our God.

As children of God, thereforo, lot us go thrOUﬁb life with thissong
upor cur llrs. s;ingin;;l it louder and more joyfully as wo got nearor
home, until we join the innumerable company, tho goneral assombly,
and Church of the first-born in Heaven, saying, * Unto Him that
loved us, and washed us from our sius in His own blood, and hath
made us kings and priests unto God aud the Father, unto Him bo
glory and dominion for ever and ever.,” Amen.

Prespytery of Ottawa.

Tuis Presbytery held its rogular quarterly mooting on Tuesday,
tho 7th inst., in Bank Street church, Ottawa, It was an all day
wmeoting, boginmng at 10 o clock in tho morning. Tho Rev. Chas. A.
Doudict was 1n the chair. Thero was a very large attendanco of
ministers, a!l boing presont savo four. Tho first businoss was tho call
from Knox Church, Ottaws. In the absence of Mr. Herridge, the
moderator of session, Mr, J. McAllan, clork of session, reported what
had beendone. Thocatl hed been given to tho Rev. Robert Johnstone,
B.A., of Lindsay, It was signed by 290 membors and 54 adherents.
Tho guarantee of atipend was $2,500. Dr. Armstrong moved that
tho action of the Modorator bo sustained. Mr, Scott scconded and it
was agroed. After hearing tho commissionors, Mr. J. McMillan and
Mr. J. McJanct as to tho heartiness and qnctic&l unanimity of the
call, Dr. Armstrong moved that tho call be sustained as a regular
Gospel call, and that the clerk be instructed to forward it with the
necessary pagcrs to tho Presbvtery of Lindsay with tho request that
they bring the matter to a speedy 1ssue, Tho reasons of translation
woro read and ordered to be forwarded along with the call, Mr.
Homdge and Mr. Hay wore appointed to ropresent the Presbytery in
this matter bofore the Presbytery of Lindsay, and in case Mr. Herridge
might not be ablo to go, Dr. Moore was appointed to act in his place,
The committoe appointed to examino students, exercises reported very
favourably as to four of these. It was sgroed to sustain and to
cortify these studonts to college. Various reports of wisilation of aug.
mented congregations were rocoived and those who had visited thanked
for their diigonce. In conncction with a very short report on Home
Mission Work it was stated that Mr. Wilkio, a third year student,
had accepted the appointment to Plantsgonet for a year undor the
Assenbly’s rulo that instead of attending the third year at the Hall
ho bo ordsined to the ficld for a yoar. It was agreed, thorefore, to
ordain Mr. Wilkie on Tuesday, the 28th inst., at Plantagenet, Rev.
J. Bennett, B.A,, of L'Ongoal, to preside and addross the poople,
Rov. W. M. Tufits, M.A., of Hawkesbury, to preach, and thogg) . J.
H. Beatt, of Cumberland, to address tho pastor. The station of
Leslio was placed under the care of tho session of Bryson with the Rev.
R. V. McKibbin, B.A., as moderator. Tho resignation of Mr, Durie
a3 Treasurer of Prasbytery was Jaid on tho table, and on the motion of
Dr. Mouro was accopted and vhe thanks of tho Presbytery tondered to
him for his long and faithful services, His son, Mr. John 8. Darie,
was ;spoinwd to succeed bis father. It was :chd, also, to present

ress of wolcomo to Lord and Lady Aberdeen on tho oocasion of

an ad
their coming to reside in thoe cty at Rideau Hall. A motion of
condolenco was with Mr, J. J. Byrnos, amember of Presbytery,

whoso son died just after ontoring Queen's University, Kingston.” Tho
consideration of the now hymnal was tho only othor item of business,
and it occupicd a great part of tho aftérngon and tho whole of the
ovening scssion. The only question considered was what place the
Psalms ought to oceupy iu tho New Book. Dr. Armstrong moved that
in order to_meet tha wishes of the Churh tho Book of Praise should
ba prepared in two forms, ono with the ontiro Psalter, the othar with
sclestions as recommended by the committee. Tho Presbytory adjourned
without s decision having bosn come to. The noxt meoting will be held
in St. Androw’s Church, Ottawa, on the first Tuesday of Febroary,
1894, at 10a.m. Closed with tho benediction.—Jas. H. BEATT, Cle:i.



