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as to tlie respoîîsibility for its continuiance. l'ie
iniorial to the comîpanies, as adopted by tile conivenl-

tion, containied the followilig .
WVitla the adiiiittecl fact that the possible rcvival of the practice

ar rebatisig miIl wurk intold lmarîm to the grcat businiess or lire
iiistnance, and as thre great body of fniitlîftl rep)resenitatives of
the busintess are tittited lui tlieir efforts, to, exterunnatite the
practice, mid as it osily rcmaiis for the conîipaitnes t i mlii to
tilcir cordial syllnpthy iii the m'ovcîienit. dermîite Co-ol,,r.iiolîî

Therefore, be it rcsolçel tiy ic Nationial, Associa.tioni of Life
Utiterwrîters, that the coizipanttie.s-who iîeed iio aýsurî%nce of
tlic loyal devotiou of tîmeir agenits-areciriîestly recîntesteil to
pronîipty atdopt such mensures as will eccifle froin lte huisi-
ilessq aIl agenlts %Vho iînay tîmercafie" perbist, tu the practîce of
rebatilig.

Thmis lamîgnage says iu effect: XVe, thîe agents of the
conîipanies, are a unit ini striviiig to exteriinate reb>at-
ingm; but its effectuai extermtinationm cat ul 113c coin-
passed by delinite action on tlic part of the conîpanies,
whicli action involves nicasures to ciseharge aIl agents
fonnid gnilty of the practice Presideiit McCurdy takes

dicifférent view lu bis letter to tlie Iptdcpceide'il. HeIre
is wlîat lie says.

lit iinyjucigtînent the 'eiîaedy liei witi the agenits exclttsivelv.
Miecn theLy seriously deterinîlue tîmat the practice shial stol), it
uill stop. companies, nm1ay froivn uponi il, bit so long is sub
agenits amI( solicitors wVilI secretîy (lety the iaw of thc State.iimui
alie %vsli ortîie coniip)anies. nio power po-ssessecl by the comlaid"s
cati prevet. theni. Agets arc nio loniger lain ii onulage ' if
they ever were. itcr relation to, tliw conlp:uies is regttlatcdl
bY. the lan' of conitracts, aid coînpetitîosi is the lire of trade
The creationi of a better public sciitiîmin:t, and sinecerity or
effort aîuoig reprcsetitatiçe mets iii the ngecncy field, aire tIhe
main factors iii tIhe problem. To ifs solution thc local ani-1
liationial associationis of lite nnditertritcr shtd b1011le aidlcc iii
every practicable vvay. it is for them to devise ic iincass, if
thsere bc an>'.

'l'lere is110atiiibigtiityi ilu îat. It saYs: Gentlemien,
we, the conîpaîxies, approve of your laudable efforts,
and will second tlîem as best we cati, but thc rcspomi-
sibiiity of refornm tests with you itot witî rq WVeil,
nio%, suppose agents and coîmîpamiies just acc.ýpt for a
vlilie each otlîer's estiniate of tie responsibility
qutestion and act upomi it iii parallel Iines of sinere
effort? It seeins tolerably certain tlîat in tlxat
desirable event the rebate craft wvonld sooni bc li ope-
lessly disabled betweeni two coîîvergiîîg fires. Thc
%'iiole of President McCtirdy's letter inakes tnusuially
good reading, wlîatever înay be tîmouglît of tliv' soundà
logic of sortie tliings lie says. Aecordingly we hiere-
%vitlî present liberal extracts froin it. After speaking
of the alleged. difficulty oit the part of the conîpanies
ini detecting rebate offeniders, and of the lack of judieial
authiority to deat suniuarily withi thieni if detected, Mr.
MIcCurdy says:

Regartled as a breach of discipline, rebating differs
radically front breacli of coutract or ifrai.ioii of the
eleîîîentary rides whvli are custouîaiy niowadayb for
dtc goveriiinenit of agents. Iu the latter cas - it is flie
violation of a clear and simple contract obligation or
resultaxît regulation. In thc former the agent regards
inîiself as within Iiis riglit if lie chooses to takze the

risk. 'I'lie old idea of ait agent as tie humble retamner
of die conipany is obsoicte. To day lie occupie> atm
equal footing. HIe coolly bargains for lus business,
anid.-we ait mali is business 1

lir. Flomaus proposes au agreement. \Vell, yes;

we can ail1 agrec ; tdicre is 11o dificulty about that;
buit-but-but. Th'lis ik flic " but'' vv1îieh, being
ic«,erJ)recl, inecans tlint eveti if tlic kilgdonî of H-cavein
is at hand it as nlot of tlîis world. Lest Soie of flic
reverenil correspoîîdcnts of the Iiideôpc>ut shoutd. fait
fout of 1113 thcology, I Say piaiîîly flint thiese agrc-
anctits are tlic veriest ropes of sand, falliîîg astinder nt
the sliglîtcs;t tenision ; or nets witli niieslies so mvide that
flic biggest fishi escape %î'it1î Case. Besides, there is a
good dIca! of huxnibug lyîng arounid loose, anyway.

Und(er-ecuttiiig p)revai:s in every business. Docs any
ini of lawful agc buy a twelve lîtndreci dollar grand

piao a Ui îîaufaturrs dvrtied ric? ven the
neoplîyte gets lîk inuisic master to inake the purchase
and (livide wvîth inii flic re(Iuction niade to tlie trade.
Do yoti buy youir chc±st of tea at tie retait price per
pouind? Large inîporting honises have oie or more
brokzers w'ho , ."I take yotir order for a single chest,
charged to themi iii accoutit cntrent at iîîîportcr's price,
and give yol file benlefit of tlie retailer's profit. VTe
bookseller stipuilates svith the publishiers for special
rates on large orders below the regniar discouint and
fiv'e per cent. off fur cash. Itis flic saine iii dry goods,
whctherjobbed or retailed, and so on, praetically, in
evcry brandci of trade.

Railvays inake: freiglit pooling arranîgemuents, omie
after the other, only to be brokeni at the first oppor-
turiity. and ticket scalping offices are on cvery business
block, iniflhe large ciisBut the greatest sufferers
fron nndi(er-cuttiing, or rebate, are th',- life insurance
conîpanes. Tlim-ir preiuîuiiis are fixed 0o1 contracts
runnhîîig for long or indefiniite ternis of yeazys, and their
standard of valuiation is irbitrarily establishiec by laîv.
In their case rate cutting cuts dangerotisly tîcar tlic
botte.

But wvhat cati we dIo? Refuse to ctccept rebated b~usi-
ness wlieii we kniw it? 0f course ; but mve nic. .. :r do
know it Distniiss thie rebatinig agent wlieî we catch
hiimu at it ? By ail mens; but wve neyer do catch Ilirn
at it. Refuse to eiploy the agent who rcbates? WVhy,
cert.inily ; but there aren't any, for we can't prove it.
And so about ail we cati do is to iiiiitate flic anîte. lelluin
abolitionists, ndagitate-..agritate-agitate.- - My
mitî conîpany lias rcpeattdly pledged itself in the

most positive ternus to do its utniost iu behiaif of any
feaýsible plan to suppress tis undeniable evil, and niy
pet' -onîal disapproval and official repudiation of it are
too vzell kiîowîi to iieed reiteration.

COMMENTS ON M&. MeCU1RDY'S LETTER
ABOUT IIEBATING.

I umuist say tat the real '- wisli of tlie conmpanies
iii the matter is to be aîîd actually is interpreted by the
pirovisions tliey do or do iîot iuake fur rcbating. Thei
agent wvhose coînpanty pays imii 01113 a proper living
and working commission knows tinat it is .,ot the coin-
pany 's misli or expectation diat lie should, rebate. The
agent whose conîpany pays liim tvo or thre. tirnes
such, a commîission knows wviat is expectcd of Vl itia'd
does it. * * *

I inay be per:iiitteci to say tixat I an also iniich
interested in fthc way iii whicli, wliile dcclariag lis per-
sonal andi officiai disapprov'al of rebates, aîid admît.ting
that iu the case of timese conîpanies «' rate cutting cuts
dangerously îîear the botte," Mr. McCurdy îiever-
tlîeless states thec case iii a tvay to look inarvelously
like an apology for the agent iu rebating and for the
companlies lu seeking business tinit wvay ; it is wîtlîin
the agent's clear riglit if lie chcoses; pianos and tea
anid dry goods and what miot are sold thiat way ; aîîd
tlic agent *coolly bargains for his business and-we al
waiît hi-,~ businîess."

Weil, tiiere are Iwo ways of lookiug at it: there arestill sonie wlîo think that a compauy should select


