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The most important ovent which
has marked the Canadian week is the
opening of the Dominion Parlinment
on the 20thult, The following is the
specch from the throne :—

Honorable Gentlemen f the Senate .
Gentlemen of the House of Commuons :

1n mooting you at the commonooment of
another zesaion of parllament it affords me
pleagure to congratulate you on the oon.
tinued progresy which the history of the
past yoar unfolds with regard to Canada.

Tho increase {n trade, asillustrated by the
oxports aud imports during the period for
which the official returns have boen prepared
has been moat gratifying, and that increcae
has continued down to the present timo,
with promise that the volume of trade
during the current year will excoed that of
any year in the history of the Dominion,

Tho revenues of the couniry have likewiso
provided for all the servives for which
parlisment bas mado appropriation, and
tho operation of tho government railways
has been less burdenvomo as regards the
difference between income and axpenditure
than has been the case fecr along term of
yoars provioualy.

In Klnlwba and the Northweat Terr.
torics the increase in immigration has been
decidedly encouraging both as regards the
pumber of perzons who have come from
other countries and as regards the number
of homestesd cntries made by settlers of all
aatlonalities.

Measores have Leen taken to carry into
offect the sgreements arrived at with the
United States on the subjects of ‘the
boundery of Alarka, boundary line in
Pasaamisquoddy Bay, and the preveation of
destructive methods of fishing and the
proservation and incroase of fish life. With
vogard to reciprocity In wrecking and
towing, Lcoml&:ndeneo has takea place
which indicatea that privileges aro demand.
ed for United Stytze vesscls in Canadian
oankls whick were =nt anticipated, bat it is
not imipowsible thay s asvlifactory conclusion
of tho dUcussion may yet be reacked.

Daring the recess 8 irieadly conference
took place beivoon delegates from my

overnment aul’ from the govertment of

ewfouadland ou the questivas which wore
pending between 1ho two counwiuz, It is
toped and oxpected tat the interchauys of
vians which then took pizee will be prowuc
tive of beneficial reanlts acd lead to o
sniicablo adjustment of thoss qusstirms.

‘The statutes of 1887 relative to » depart-
meny of trado and commerce asd to the
offico of solicitor - goneral having beeu
brought into forco, the appointmenta wrre
made which were contemplated by threse
scts.

It is to be regrettod that the government
of the Unitod States ware unable to accept
the suggeations mado by my government on
the subject of canzl tolls, 20d that the
president shonld bave thought it nocossary
to-impose exccptional tolls oa Canadians
uslog the Saalt Sto, Marie canal, which has
so long been froe to the people of both
countries, My government, while ready to
oonsider in a fricadly spirit asy propozals
wkich made ba may by the government of
ths United States, have cansed efforts to ba
made to hasten the complotion of the
Cavadian canal works which will soou afford
to tho commeros of the Deminion a highway
witihin oar own country.

. Measures mll bo laid before you for the
impravemont of the franchise act, for the
amendment of the laws relsting to the civil
setvico and the swperannuation of civil
servants, and in régulating the admisston of
evidence in causes and matters under the
coatrol of the parliament of Canada, for
extending the systain of voting by lallot to
g.h; ?1::’1'“: tclx;titotiat:’, :122 d('or -i?plify-
in laws relating and land
tiansfers in the territorieq.

Genllemen of the Hoxse of Commons -

The ?ublio s0%0unts of tho past year and
the cetimatea for the enwuiog year will be
1aid before you without delay, and I trust it
;ﬂ“l! bc; mtg thntbﬁmple pmvh!c;ahmay bo
¢ for the public secvios wit .
oreasing taxatiog. wikhont io
Henorable Gentlemen of the Senate :
Geptlemen of the House of Commons

1-have every oconfidence that all these

best attantion, acd

matters ve your.
thas your wbcxtf:n will keep in viow

above all other cunsiderations the welfare ]
and stability of the country.

On 8aturday, Jan. 21st, the appeal
in the Maunitaba School case wus
heard by the Governor-General in
Council. The Hon. Mr. Ives occupied
the chair in his capaeity as Prosident
of the PrivyCouncil. Sir Johu Thomp.
son and several other members of the
Government were present. Mr. J. 8.
Ewart, Q.C., of Winnipeg appeared for
Archbishop Tache and our co-religion-
ists of Manitoba, The following are
the points which the Committeo had
previously recornmended for any future
srguments upon tt:e schools’ question :

1. Whether this appcal is such ap appeal
as is contemplated by sub-section 3 of seotion
83 of the B.N A Act, or by sub scction 22
of the Manitoba Act

2. Whether tho grounds set forth 1n tho
petitions are such as may be the subject of
peal under either of the sub.sections

ve referred to.
3. Whether the decision of the Judicial
Committes of the Privy Council in any way
bears on the applicatioa for redress based oo
the contention that the rights of the Roman
Catholic minority which acorued to them
after the union have been interferred trith
by tho twoatatutes of 1890 before referred to.

4. Whother sub section 3 of section 93 of
the B. N. A. Applies to Manitoba,

5. Whether the Governor in council has
Eowor to grant such orders as are asked for

y the petitioners, assuming the material
facta to bo asstated in tho patition

6. Whether tho Acts of Manitoba passed
before tho seasion of 1890 conferred on the
minority a *‘right cr privilege with respect
to education” within the meaning of sub-
section 2 of section 22 of the Munitoba Act,
or established **a system of coparate or dis-
sentient schools” within the meaning of
sub-section 3 of section 93 of the B. N. A.
Act, and if 50, whether the two Acts of 1590
complsined of afoct tbe right or privilege of
the minority in such a manner as to warrant
the present apgeal,

In opening s address Mr. Ewart
sketched briefly the histery of the
school question in Caneda priorto Con-
federation,and gavo several reasons for
the difference of opinion boetweon
Catholics and Protestants. The
Confederation Act speaks of rights
and privileges which existed at the
time of the union, and those which
came into existence afler the union.
The former cannot be prejudiced.
The latier—* thoze emacted by the
province itself—the province gave and
the province can take away subject
only to supervision by the Governor-
General in Counncil, and by the
Federal Parlioment.” Manitoba en-
tered the union in 1870 when pro-
vision wa+ made forany future minority
by giving power to the Legislature to
make laws upon educational questions
subject to two limitations, that the
Legislature should bave no power
projudicially to affect rights which
existed ot the union , and secondly that
there should be a right of appeal to
the Governor-General in Council when
avy right or privilega should be affect-
ed. One of the grave questions was
whether the Manitoba Act was witra
vires or intra vires, If the Act was
ultra vires it wag null and void and
therefora an appeal from such an act
would be laughed at. As it is not

ultra vires, the sppellants cannol

appeal at all. In order'to found an

appeal thero must be a good Act, frora
one which can and does affect rights
or priviloges. This second sub.seotion
is in no way connected with the pro-
ceding claim; thoy do not stand to
onoanother as prohibition and remedy ;
tho second provides for a totally differ-
ent sot of ciroumstances, This view
although it gives no precedent, lays
down the whole thing, is an Act of
the Local Legislature with an appeal
to the Federal Government for which
thero is a8 much precedent as for the
very Constitution of the Dominion.
But agsuming that an appcal lies from
some wltra vires Acts, does an appeal
lie from this particular Act?® Tho
answor depends upon whether any
right or privilege of Roman Catholics
in regard to edncation have been
affected by the Act. Two arguments
are advanced againat the present
appeal - That the Privy Council hav.
ing beld the Act to be w/fra rizes there
can be no appeal, and there can be none
secondly because no right or privilege
has been affected. Now in regard to
this second objection, Roman Catholics
like any body else, acquire them by
statute. No appeal is given in respect
of rights acquired by practice. Must
such atatute have been passed before
the union, or is there an appeal from
s statate passed after the union?
*“Clearly, I say, the latter, firstly
because thero was no statute relating
to education in Manitoba prior to the
union ; secondly, there 1s nothing in
the statute which himits the appeal to
cases of rights acquired beiore the
union. Thirdly according to ordinary
rules of interpretation, if a statute
provided that if one man destroyed
anocher's property the Act would not
merely refer to property which belong-
ed to the second party at the time of
the passing of the Act. Fourthly,
there can be no doubt that under the
third section of the British North
America Aot there may be an appeal
where rights scquired after the union
have been affected. It can never be
pretended that Manitoba is in a worse
plight-than the other provinces.’

After quoting a couple of authonties
the learned counscl went on to state
that his argoment would not be com-
plete without showing that some nights
or privileges conferred by Mamtoba
legislation had been affected. Prior
to the union Roman Catholics had
establighed and were supporting schools
for their children. Episcopahans and
Peesbyterians were doing the same.
During the first session of the Mani-
toba Logislature a echool act was
passed providing for Protesiant scheols
and Roman Catholic schools. The
Act of 1890 professed to abolieh both
the Protestants’ and the Roman Ca-
tholics’ schools and erect puble
schools. In effect it abolished the
Roman Catholics’ gohools. In over
70 "distriots " the Roman Catholic

schiools are to become Pubhie schools,
At the tunoe of the passing of tho Act
of 1890 there were 80 Roman Catholig
school distriots. In 08 of theso there
was comparatively hardly o single
Protestant ; in eight others population
enough to havo both systems.

Mr. Ewart farther contended that
his Excellenoy in-Council could not
decline, as be hed jurisdigtion in the
case. Thoe recent order in Council is
undoubtedly correct in asserting that
if his Excollency ) jurisdiction,
** the enquiry will rat..or be of a judi-
cial than of u political character.”
The next was for Parlinment to act.
Ho then briefly roviewed history
showing that Parhiament bad steadily
adhered to the principle of Separate
schools. He called to witness the
various motions in Parliament in
regard to the New Brunswick schools
that even in a case whery 1t had no
jurigdiction it indicated by overwhelm-
ing votes its adberence to the policy of
fair play to minorities.

«1 humly submit. therefore, that
for this reason, algo, in order that
Parliament may lLave power to deal
with the roatter that the remedial
order should be made.”

The Provincial Secretary of Mani-
toba communicated to the Hon. Mr.
Ives, that the Manitobn Government
did not deem it necessary to ve pre-
gent.

The absorbing news from Rome is
the series of pilgrimages in honor of
the Pope's Jubilee, lasting from early
in January until May when the
Dutch and Veoeczuelan pilgrims are
looked for. The lrish pilgrimage which
is expeoted 1o number no less than
800 will be in Rome from the 11th to
the 20th of February. It will be
accompanied by three bishops, and
will be presented by His Eminence
Cardinal Logue. The English and
Scotch pilgrims will arrive on the
17th of this month and will remuin
till the 28th.

A good deal of comment has appear-
ed here and there regarding the
appointment of the Archbishop of
Armagh as Cardinal in place of the
Archbishop of Dublin as was expected.
A correspondent of the Loundon Daily
Chranicle states that the chief opposi-
tion to Mgr. Walsh came from Mgr.
Porsicco who was a few years ago
ablegate to Treland. While it seems
certain that Mgr. Persicco opposed
the elevation of Dr. Walsh, it must
not be forgotten that the latier took an
active part in politics. We commend
bim forit. Butin the appointment
of Cardinsl tho Epglish Government
hud to be regarded, indirectly at least
—and no English government cares
much about a churchman who is

politically inolined. This was no
doubt a factor in the omission of the
Arbhbishop of Dubhn from the list of
Cardinals.
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