266 YPE MONTHLY RECORD OF THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
is ever the inanimate soil of sur native

* Wh
triot, is he whose capacity of fecling is com- hmdy ap comparatively deor to us—the moun-
mensurate with the extent of o people's suf- tains, the lukes, the streams, the scenes of
ferings ; the most successful puinter, is the hattle and of song, ol the landwarks of our
man whose talent and faney already glow ' country™s history, all the sources of our equn.
with the picture, his poicil is ubout delineate.  try's fame?  What strengthens ina teufuld
Did we not possesss this gift of spoutancous degree, the ties which bind & mass to his kia.

hidden meaning; the truest and purest pa-

sympathy, of how much happiness would we
he assured?!  Is a deed of heroism purposed

in some far and foreign Jasd; isa saluable
and useful Bife rescued from the jaws of death
ie a scientific problem solved at miminent risk,
instantly on receipt of the tidings are we not
all transformed into heroes und 1 hitantheq-
pists > Bo we not all fred as if we o «ld and
would do and dare to the ntmost in the good
cause; and the bells jingle out our sympathy,
and the honfires speak of our joy with thar
creckling tongues of five, and fors embrace,
and fivnds are Fogotten, as men oF diverse
opinions, and parties and grades throng around
the festive board.  Can we not for iustance, !
trabsort ourselves fur back in the years that

that are gone, and stand in facing amidst that

group «f sad and tearful soldiers who wateh- '

dred, to the members of nis family, whiey
render his home sacred to him as a <anc-
ary or @ shrine, which make him toil and

"sweat and plan and devise day and night, £y
" those near and dear to him P——in a word, what

ix the source of all that is generous and nyli,
it human life and action, of much thay i
great in the workings and deseclopments of
human thought, of all that elevates us by
the influence of the gross and the reid ar ?
us, of many of these pleasures of imagin.
tion and hopeful anticipations of the furar,

“which like gleams of sunshine, so frequenty

iumine our path and cheer our weary pil
grimage? Isit not this capacity of feehng
with and for others, of rejeicing with these
that rejoice, of weeping with them that
weep, of participating in the joys and sorrows,

ed the dying moments of Wolfe on the heights | the pains and the pleasures of our fellowmen?
of Abriham—do we not sympathize to the | Little ns w.c are in general, accustomed to re-
full with those who wept nver the shattered | flect, few and fleeting and far apart though the |
carpse of Moore, as they lowered it by the | meditative pauses of our lives may be, the
light of the lantern and shrouded in the war-  universal prevalence awt general tendency of
rior’s claak, into its last resting place?  And ! this instinct cannot fail to have influeneed the
has not the whole heart of the civilized world  mast careless and least observant of us all
been agonized with grief as expedition after | 1t is aoble, it is virtuous, it is a main ingradi-
vxpedition, investigation after investigation ' ent in the cup of carthly happiness to sorrce
faiicd to discover aught but the tombs and a  with the sorrowfisl, to rejoice with the ghd,

few relics of that band of kervic mwuviners!  And is there not n bias akin to this manifest
who perishued amid the fee and snaws of the | in the Jower departments of nature—animate
Arctic seas?  On the other hand, is a victory  and inanimate?  In physics we have the at
won, 2ud the Heights of Alma crowned after traction of cohesion, wedding tagether the

asevere struggle, by a victarious army, then,
on a stadden, are we not beswde ourselues with
joy? Do not our tumultuous rejoicings, ou
teats, vur salvos of artillay, our blazing win-
dows, our leud hurralis, the cloguence of vur
tougucs wiid faces abundantly dedare our par-
ticipacion in the rapture of the sollice’s tri-
vmph 2 Or, i ibaf coterprise successfully
fmitated which is destined to unite two eoun-

ive on—the attraetion of gravitation drawing
. atoms that would otherwise be seme cecentris
"towards the centre—the centripetal and cen-
"trefugal forces whereby planet sympathises
. with planet, system with system, and sil eom-
" bining to form that one silent, impalpahle, but
" mightiest power which binds together the anits
, which compose the universe of God—which

lmrti(‘lv: which compnse the solid glube we
J

tries in bonds scarcedy lesy intimate than if . causes the morning stars to singin their cours:
nature bud never subducd them, is not the | es, and evokes the rapturous admiration of the
shout which broke through the midnight air| sous ¢f God. In the realms of animate naure
on the shores of that lovely bay, over so sig- , too,we may discern abundant traces of the op:
nat and so marvclous a success, ~anght up | eration of the same law. Animals love tasteep
sud re-cchoed Ly & milllon voices, as from ! to feed, to herd together, to consort and asso-
city to <ity, from kingdom to kingdom, from’ ciate with each other, and in many instanees
empire o empire, the glad intelliigence bounds | it is equivalent to the geatest pain, to sick
awd thrabs atong with the speed and imprtn- ' ness, even to death, to cut off an irdividul
osity of lightning?  Wheace mises our enjsy - from communion with its fellows.  Fisha
ment of history, both past and cvmtemporary. ! swim in shoals, birds flack together in cout:
our deep and abiding interest in the sayings less numlbers, the herbivorous animals, the
and fodlings and actings ol our fathers and deer, the boffalo, the bizon, migrate from pas
brethrin, of ali ages and of all nations? | tare ta pasture, in vast herds, even those eres-
Whernce originates that love of Jocadity, inten- " tures which live by preying on their weaket
sifying as we grow in years of experienee, | brethren and are supposed to be of an unse-
confining itself within limits, Lut embracing ' eial wid morase disposition, must to a limited
all withiu these limits, that love o locality, "extent, be inluded within the general roll
thut patriotism which has Inspi.ed so iy | Sn universal is this law of love among tht
authu> Learts and so many noble deeds? | lower order of cceatures, that the apparent ex




