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24, ASD DAVID SAT BETWERN THE TWO
Garks.—How was the news of Absalom's
denth 1o be broken to his tather?  Ahimaz
offered to be the beaver of the iidings, But
Joab would not intrust him  with the com-
mission, and prelerred to send one Cushi, an
Ethiopian servant with the message This,
however did ot sansty the high-priess son,
50 extorting & permission Yrom the captain of
the host, the Heet courier ran; and arrived first
at the gate of Mahunaim; where a scene
vacurred which lets us see into the unfathomed
depths of & true parent’s heare.  Fastened and
almost fusvinated to the spot the king is siill
in the same place in whick he had parted
fromn his troops in the carly morning.

25.—IF HE BE ALONE.—TIDINGS IN IS
MouTH~~Because  several runners would

_ have shown themselves it it had been a flight.

AND THE WATOUMAN $a1D. When the
watchman saw by the runming of the first thas
it was Ahimang, recognizing him probably by
the swiftness ot his running, and annsunced
it to the king, he replied, “He is 2 good man,
and cometh with good tidings,” becnuse Joab
would not have selected him to bring any
other than good news.

2833. Ahimaaz then called out to the
kiug, “Shalom !’ i e, Hail, and fell down
before him to greet him reverentially, and
blessed be Jehovah, thy God, who hath given
up the men that lifted ap their hand ag;\insz
wy lovd the king.” ¥n answer 10 the king‘s
inquiry, “Is it well with the yYoungr man
Absalom ¥ Ahimaaz spoke as if he had been
sent off before Ab-aom's fute had been de.
cided or could be kuown. “Tke king's servante
ts the Cushite, whom  Abimuaz saw just ap-
prouching, 80 that ke coul’ point to him. The
death of Abstom was  indicated clearly
encugh in the words ofthe C.shite in verso
32, « The enetwies of my lord the King,“ etc.
Theking understood the meaning of these
words.  He was agitated and went up to the
buleony of the gate and wept, and said walk-
ing ubout, "My son Absalom, my son,” ete.

To understand this passionate utterance op
anguish, we must bear in mind not only the
excessive  tenderness, or aather weskners, of
David's paternal sficetion  towsrds his son,
buz also his anger that ouband s generals
should have pad so littde regard 1o his com-
mand to denl wently with Absalom. With the
king's excitable temperament, this enthely pre
vented hun from taking a just and correct view
of thecorrect crim~ of his rebel son, which
merited dexth, and of the penul justice of God
which has been manifested in his destruction.
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THE excellent scheme proposed by the
Home Mission Board of oar Churchk &
year ago, was recen:ly brought before the
potice of the Colonial Commiuvtee. In
their reply it was stated thas * the Come
nittee ¢pter with the dvepest sympathy
into the proposed scheme for raising
Ministers stpends to £200 stg.” snd they
cordiaily agreed to give grants in aid.
Auy ore who konows the circuwstances of
this coLpiry underatands perfectly well
thrt the amount fixed more than twenty
yenrs ago, £130 sty , would go just about
as far then as £200 aig. now. ltis afresh
proof of the ex'reme thoughtfuloess of the
Caurch at Home that they have, in a0
kwed a manner, contributed at once to the
comfort of our ministers and to the
stability and ueefulness of our Church.

AT the quarterly weeting of the Picton
Presbytery a committee consisting of
Measre. Berdman, Coull and Hislop, was
sppointed to wanage our Foreign Mission
Contributions, it being understood that
while we co-operate with the sister
Church in Foreign Missions, . it is desir-
aVle that the collections of our congrega-
tioos be kept in a sepsrate account, Jae.
Huelop, Exg., Pictou, being Treasurer.
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Errata.—Atb the foot of page 20, the
worls © burden and beat of the” are
omitted befors t-day.” Page 25, * East
River ove Sabbath in May, Mr. Me-
Kichan” should be * Earltown.”



