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tumultously assembled together to the disturbance of the publie
yeace’; they must eontinue riotously and tumultously together
Jor one hour after the proclamation in the King’s name (com-
monly called ‘The Riot Aet’ ordering them to disperse has
been read by a Justice of the Peace or other authorized person.

Demolition of houses or other buildings by rioters is also a
statutory felony punishable with penal servitude for life,
whetlier the riot be at ecommon law or under the Riot Aet, and
for damage not amounting to demolition seven years’ imprison-
ment, may be awarded,

Suely, in its broad outlines, is the English law as to riot. But
persons contemplating the exedution of a common purpoke may -
be gunilty of two lesser offences, which are deserving of a passing
notice. The mere assembling together of a number of persons
in cirecumstances caleulated to endanger the public peace is an
““unlawful assembly’’ punishable as a common law misdemeaa-
our with fine and/or imprisonment. Intermediate between un-
lawful assembly and riot is the offence of ‘rout.’ An unlawful
assembly hecomes a rout when a motion iy made towards the
execution of the common purpose: it is a riot, complete except
for the execution of the purpose.

The four stages of the rioter's progress may be made elear by
an illustration, At 6 pm. A, B, and ¢ meet and arm them-
selves with axes and cerowbars and say, ‘We will go and smash
)'s new fuetory.” That is an unlawful assembly; it remains
an unlawful assembly during the preparatory process of filling
themselves with Duteh eourage and Government ale at the
nearest publichouse,  But when, at 7 p.m., they start to walk to

] D.'s premisey to carry out their design it becomes a rout, and
i continues a rout through the intermediate ealls for fresh sup-
2 plies of Duteh courage. Arriving at D.'s fastory at 8 p.m,, the

- first blow is struck and, awuming their demeanour shows an

intention to resist interference by foree and is ealeulated te
alarm even one reasonably courageous person, the rout bas be-
come & common law rviot, By 9 p.am. nine other men have
Joined in the destruetion, A magistrate may now ‘read the
Riot Act,” and at 10 p.m. the 12 rioters, if they are still making
merry with 1)'s property, become statutory rioters and guilty




