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IS MIIS ENLIGHTENED PIETY?

BY AN NQUILLER.

There is no subject more essential than the nature, duties, nets, and
benefits of true piety. Tiiere is none more lucidly and authoritatively
statcd ini the Scriptures. There is îîot one more allied to man's liappi-
ness, aiîd the amplest. extension of' religion in thie -tyorld. It li.llows,
therefore, that ini no field of observation is regret more uncxpeced and
pungent than %vhen a spiritual observer is met by spiritual dcliiicjuency.
Knowing, man's infiruiities of mîind and body, I readily miake every allow-
ance, for huinan inaptitude, newness of christiani duties to a reent cou-
vert, lawful doincstice aud othier anxieties, and, somietimes, scantillcss of
mens and leisure; yet the eszsential mlatter being so plain that a " fool"
nced not err, and Divine light anid grace ever being accessible to the
assiducus believer in Christ 1 have several serious questions to ask.

The illumination and conversion of a man. arc, by the Spirit., the effeet
of Seripture readiug, or of instruction froi the Seriptures, and the grad-
uai enlarýgenient of bis iuind,-and the invigoration of il, can ho justly
at.tributcd only to the saule cause. Seripture truth. lias rcînovcd barbarian
superstition, and given to classie mninds liîght aud beauty; vhile its tend-
ency is not only to make the soul bbc Seat of' liglît, but the tongue the
publishier of God's iili and inercy. Whien, aftcr ail, a prof'essor of reli-
gion week after wcek, and ycar after year, inakes the saine worn-out re-
marks on bbc Seriptures, as if be had rcad notlîing, learned nothing,
since ho last spoke, is his an ardent, devotional, improving Bible piety ?

Geixine religion is love, and I have been aceustoîîedl t'O think of love
as being warin, willing, and communicative; ricli in ils thoughts, lopes,
trials, wislîes, and joys, notwithstanding the difference iii natural temper-
amont; confident of t'le benefits it conf'ers, and even voluble on certain
occasions in praising Mlin frorn whomn it canme. The formai and freezing
communications of soane professos have surprised nie; and they wec
preeisely the sam.e zas they uttercd ten years ago, lu words and toile, as if
the love of' God iu thein wcre not a plastie grace, hbut adamiant, aud could,
not, bo cxpandcd; or as if the Christian's words wcre stercotype, ivitlîout
change, divcrsity, or fire: so that twclve mouîbis heibre you go te a meiet-
ing again, witli thein you Iknow what they ihil say. Is tbis an cdi-
fying, affectionate piety ? Sucb a spirit of miannerisin and nîonotony
would xîot ho reekoned very affeetionate even by a shanty fire-side.

I know flot that dîere is a more unehacklcd principle than the spirit 6*f
prayer, taught by bbe Bible, by providenîce, by experience, audffgiven and


