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NATURAL NISTORY,

MOTHS AND BUITERELIES,
_ Insurveying the werks of natuse, in ad-
iring their beauty, thewr order, thar scasots,
and the thousand uttractions they posses, |
-sometimes think that the divine Juthor of
sour redigion vicwed them with correrponding
seelings ; und this reflection aivays attonds
aue pleavure,  Jleseleeteda garden, haovne
& brook init, as a place of fregn at resurt;
and ina beawtiful pessasy, vwe dool hun tettimg
‘s to ¢ consider the v s of the held, bow
they grow—they toil not 3" e aduls, ¢ nestier
.do they spin, and yet dolumon i ail lus
glory was notarrayed ke one of these,” e
ddightfully remiands us, how seemely we
Ay trust 1o his cute aud love, by dusining
us to ¢ behold the fownls of the mr, which
dsgither sow, norreap, nor gatherinto barns;
waid yer our licavealy Puther feeduth than,’
Tuen, aguin, he tells us ¢ that we we lus
sheep, und that e is our shepherd 7 And
at another titme hie Mustraies his hmdness
.and compassion by referring to the care and
rotection aflorded by o ben toher clichens;
~and further assures us, that not even aspar-
.1ow falleth 10 the pround without the know-
‘Jedge of our beneficent Creator,  These und
Jpiberdiustrations of our Savionr's precepts,
‘were taken from- objects of nature, winch
.probubly irmmediately suriounded hu, and
‘way be adibitied as a proof of the justice
of the observation 1 have hazarded on the
subject.
. Throughaut the whele of the New Testa-
.ment the images taken from nature feavea
‘stronger impression on thewind than almost
;any others.  Aud sure 1 am that the close
‘coutemplation of those which assure vs of
.the ever wikeful care and kinduess of our
. Muaker will bring with them a peaceful se-
-1eaity of miind, which would be envied, if it
could be justly appreciated, by persous who
bave hitherto thought but httle on the sub-
Ject. .
. . Iwas occupied the othertlay for a fewmo-
menis, in reticting on the benefits acerning
‘to mankind, from a renerhable instinet im-
pressedd by the groat Creator on that msig-
dificant geub the sith-worm, W kat warmih
 aud comfurt dues it afford us ! X1 ow useful,
.convenient, and, 1 may add, clegant, is the
clothing we derive fromit ! Jut tinsis not
all. Let us, fur one moment consider how
many thousands of persons are shsolutely in-
debted to it for almost their very existence,
in consequence of the cinploymentit affords
in nearly every country of the knowu world.
There is, however. another syriking and
interesting peenliarity attending the silk-
worm which I have not observed to have
en hitherto noticed. Itis the fact, that
hile the caterpillars of all the other tribes
of moths and butterdies, when they buve

arvived at a certain stute of moaturity, show
a restless dizposttion, 2l wander about and
hide themselves in a varicty of places in or-
der to spin their coctons. preparatory to
their makiaz their escape as morhis, &e 5 the
caterpailar of the silk-worm, on the contrary,
ntay almost be cunsidered as & domestic in-
sect, and is content to remnin stationary in
the open tray, or box, in which it may he
placed.  After consuming 1z immediate
wupply of mulberry leaves, 1t wait: for & fur-
ther qazntity, and when Ui period isar-
nved for spinning its cocoon, justead of
~howing any migratory disposition, it scetus
to pluce itself with confidence umler the
care of mau for the providing it with a suita-
ble place for its cunvenience and protee-
tion.  fu the fiy or moth state, the femaleis
quite incapable of fhubit; and the male, al-
thouzghof a much hyghter make, and more
active, can fly but very imperfeetly,  Tins
latter enennstance insures to us the epgs
for tre following season, thus completing
the zdaptation of the inseet in its ditlerent
stages to the purposes itis destined to ful-
fil for our advantage. To my mind this
striking peculiority m the habwt of the sitk-
worm Leautifully illustrates the care and
Ksnduess of the Almighty,n. thus wiking
an-appurently insignificant repiile the menns
of couveying su nuany Important benetis to
&L,
The miaratory disposition of the common
mothsand butterflies is not howgver, with-
oitt its use, though we maynotso nncdiate-
ly profit byit. I have before observed, that
the caterpillars hide themselves ina variety
of places. These, in the pupue state, furnish
food for our soft-billed birdsduring the win-
ter, who search for and feod upon them.
Withiout such a recource many of themmust
purish during a severe frost.  Numerous in-
sects also lay their eggs in living caterpillars;
whodie before they change into pupac; so
that the very existence, asit is well kunown,
of some insectsis perpetuated by the destsuc
tion of sthers,

1n noticing these fucts, it seems impossi-
ble to withhold at least thatsilent admirati-
on, which the ways of Providence in the
works of the creation claim from every ong,
by avhom they me properly coutemplated.
Tuflng as the relation may appear to some
persons, itought to carny the couviction with
1t, that we are under the care and guidance
of an all-wise and bountiful Creator. Happy
shall we be if this instructive lesson is not
lost upon us.—Jesse’s Gleanings.

A STRANGER IN LONDON.
+.  {CONCLUDED.)
There is a tradition among certain classe

of the people kere, that the religion derived
from the writings of their sacred books will

one day or other overspread the whole carth
at u notion so preposterous you ure probably
inclined to smife ; and yet, though L make
a great secict of it, thero ure movements
connected with this design not unworthy of
notice.  T'or the last thirty years several
savans have been solicited to exert their skitl
in translatmg the sacred writings of the
Christians into other languages; and, if
fume can bedepended on, something of this
sort has been dore.  Beside which, they
have here some method of multiplying copies
of a book with rapidity so great, that I
would submit to your better judgment whe-
ther ornot seme demon does not lend them
a hand., Connected with this ominous
evil, there is another, quite as mischievous,
it not more so. Nothing is more common
here, than certain  dangercus assemblies,
called Missionary Societies, who may often
be detected inevening conclave, and whose
professed object is to advarce the religion of
their obseure sect, by supplaunting the ancient
system of theology, now in the ascendant.
Of the suspicious doings in thesz ill-looking
divans, it 1s impossible to speak in terms
sufliciently strong. The most active, and
therefore the most dangerous of the set are
the fullowers of a celebrated old mandarin,
whuse name, if correctly handed- to-poste-
rity, wasdohn Wesley.  The worst feature
in this fraternity is, they are so dreadfully
united.  Gam the assent of one and you
have the consent of all.  This prix)df)le of
adhesion, in a cuuse of that sort] must be
assuiled, or there is no foretelling the con-
sequences,  Theoe people have -already in-
sinuated themselves into divers places; and
1 have been credibly mformed that their
enmissaries are  busily engaged, not .only
within the linmts of Europe, which is a matter
bencath our notice, but have approached
the shores of India; theugh no petition, re-
questing permiission to take such liberty, has
cver been laid. at.the foot of the golden
throne.

But in the midst of these vexatious pro-
ceedings thereare some encouraging thoughts.
Theinhabitants of tlus country are but few
in nmnber, and the island itself is a mere
speck, which, for aught 1 kaow, may some
day fallinto the occan, from which itappears
to haveemerged. Besides which,—ond this
gives me the greatest delight,~—on looking at
the conduct of the principal persons who
profess christianity, it is clear they only
professit : and I incline to believe, that
although you may here and there find a
Priest remarkably zealons in promotiig
christianity at home, the far greater number
never trouble themselves with the moral
condition of other countries. On the whole
my fears are rather diminished; for though
the Missionary people 1 have spoken iof
would circumnavigate the globe twice- oves,
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