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accoiîplish it. Eus l)iCtures af the niherable condition of children t rsehool as

depicted ini lifo at ' Dotheboys Ial'thouli exaggerated, are iiiimital,•o.
That hoe st'-'.ick depp at the root of the inatter, ivas proved by the exciteniexît
his book occasioned amnn the Yorkshire tnuraîîd the great iînproveincnt
that has taken piace in sehiools iii that district. he author doubtless, if he,

idid not actually experience sainie of thc mniseries lie lias related, encouuntered
thenm acoidcntally or heard of' themi froni those wlîo were living witnesses of
their enormitv and crueltv. Mýore than the admirers of the author of ' Nicha-«
las -Nickleby 1 testify that that publication lad great influenîce in arneliorating

Ithe condition of those wlîo were sent to receive tlieir educatioîî iii the seques-
trdprsof E ngland. That it caused cnquiry to 1)0 niade *,nto thieir state
h hsinauthority and that sucli abuses can no longer exist. If'so thon in

the name of gentle innocent childhood wve thank (harles D)ickens froni our
heart. MVe honour hini for the boki maîîly spirit tlîat dared to strilce a blow

Sfor poor and wronged children, iwho iw'here lhelpless to, succoux theuiselves, and
Iwe, even forgive hiin for much o? the nonsense w'ith which lie lias since surf'eit-
cd us. lIt was a worthy effort in a noble cause, and bis rapidly succeeding

Sworkz ' Oliver Twist' stands upon the samo ground ad lias the saie merit.
IMr. Dickens has mnade the overseers of alms and workhouses aslîamed of thern-
selves as far as one human pen could do. 13y the cuttimg lasli of ridicule ho
has held them. up ta contenmpt; and the gonerous, the hunmaîîe, and the inerciful
have corne forward ta sec tixat suchl iniquitios as hie points at shail nat be
practised in a christian land. lIn the name of little children, again, we thank

r.Diokens-he has been a friend ta the friendless-lcaving obsecjuiousness
and flattery toward dignitaries ivith those 'who could Sa dernean themselvos, ho
lias acted. thc part of a man and a christian. A father hlimself, ho felt and wrote
for thoso helpless and injured children whoni God h.id deprived o? their natural
protootors. and had Mr. Dickens yot pursucd the sanie coure hail he gono on
stili toilingy for lis suffering brethren, endeavoning ta roat out wrang wherever
it existed.-using a1iko the weapons a? pathos and ridicule until hoe had aceoni-
plished his end, -%e would have been the last ta, write a word in his disf'avour.
IBut he has turncd away from bis lofty and Iegitiiinate callinýg. lIn his endea-
vour ta ho witty hoe lias forgat ten ta ho wise, and unless lus latcst work ' lIeak
House'1 show that ho is aga in in carnest in endeavouring ta strike at the root
of sorne great abuse, and, bringing bis whole energy ta bear against it, 'we think
sa surely ivili the author o? «'Oliver Twist'1 lose, character as a phulanthropist,
andl descend. ta the or dinary level ai a comnionplace humourist, who thinks
more of bis own profit than the sufferings ai bis fellow beings. Wc trust this
willnot ho the case-that hie wilI retura ta, bis former good intontere the breath
Il flattery and luxuriousness af wealth have spoilod Ilim farever.

l3efore concluding thoso remarks, we mnust nat forget toalîlude ta lis


