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We have recoived the followmg question from a comespon-
dent:— )

. % T would be glad to ask throug,h your Jonrnal (thhout my name appearmg)
for hints as to the best and most practical method of teaching arithmetic to a
class of begmners—the ma_;onty of ‘whom are dull, and hard to ‘Iearn, or to
commxt to memory.”

‘The subject is ohe which. shall receive attention in a future
number. ‘Meanwhile we fancy that we can discover a clue to the
“ dullness” of the majority of the class, quite apartirom the natural
1napt1tude of beginners when brought face to face with tha mys-
teriés of liumbers. Does the teacher usé his best endéavours to
make his ‘own mind cledr about a siubject ‘before expounding it
1o his ¢lass? And, in teaching, does he'strive to expresshig mean-
ing in language fi- ee from confusion and caleulated to put matters
in a clear hght? ‘These queries ave forcibly suggested by the
careless wording of fhe question which we haye reprinted. It is
vely unusua.l for the majority of a class' to be ‘dull, and wheré a
teacher fancies that they are so, the fault not un(,ommonly lies
with himsglf,’ |~ T - ' n
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‘ At tbxs season of the year the scientific men of France, }%ntam, and America
aregs a body]ookmg forward fo and preparing for the meetings of their respec-
txve Agsgociations for the Advancement of Science. This ypar the French Asso-
clatlon meets atLa Roghelle from, 24th to 315t August. The Brxtml;.Assocgatwn
meets at Sputhampton. about the same time, .whilst. the, rerdezvoug of the
Afencan Association is. our own city, the exercises commencing Aug. 23rd.
This Montrea‘l meetmg is ex;dected ‘o be one of . the largest a.nd mos{', SUuCCess-
ful ever held. All the Scxenﬁsts of this Contment wxll be. present ,as well 88
severa.l dxstmgmshed men from abroa.ﬂ Ot thﬁ latter the’ fo‘llowmg have
sxgmﬁed their intention of bemg present : Dr w. B Carqenter, brother of the
late Dr P.P. Carpenter of this city ; Herbert Spencer, the celebrated phxloso-
pher; Dr Huughton, ¢ of Dullin, wetl known as one of the aut_hors of the series
of Mathematical Manuals, termed Galbraith and Heughton's. Profegsors,Rénsrd
of Brussels, Szabo of Buda-Pesth, and Stephanesco of Bugharest, will also.be
present. The Association.is.divided mto sections, each with its own President
and Secretany; whilst the. whole ig, under one President, whe for this yeax.is
Principal- Dawson. The; meetings of the Association will be held.in McGill
‘Callege, each section occupying a separate class-room. Pablic meetings: will
be held on certain. evenings in the Queen’s Hall; where, on'the.evening of the

opening day the address of the: retiring President will be delivered. Qu-tho
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