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Very Rev. Rector, Rev. Fathers, Fellow-Students, Ladies and Gen.
tiemen,-

There are times when even the înost stoical amongst us ignores>
for a space, his philosophy and grants priority to his feelings.
Sucli a moment is thbs,. For Ciass '12 the hour of parting draws
rapidly nigh. And it is with confiicting eniotions that ive make
the last few halting steps which ivili carry us beyond the gates
of Aima Mater. We proceed with a sense of pleasure which, au
the poet says,

"IIatli sonmething too of stcrness and of pain,
F or it drives back mny tlioughits uponl their spring."

Ainid the hurry and bustie of the last few weeks we have liad
littie time to reflect upon the days whichi have now passed awvay
fromi us forcver,-upon our college days, upon the life which is the
only one we knoiv as yct. Perhaîps 'tis as wcli, for in1 the trial we
needed ail the incentive ivhiehlich anticipatio'n of suceess could
l)riiig to urge us on. We have been pleased to have achieved suc-
cess. Witlî pleasure we have aîiticipated the launching of our sev-
eral barkcs upon the sca of hife. But to-day these pleasures, these
anîticipations, siîîk into very insignificance in the face of the price
w'hich they demnd. WVe inusi part. The nieiory of the happy
yeais which ive have spent, of the struggies in field and forum
whieh we have enjoyed anîd in -which -%ve have engaged, of the
good felliws ive have met and warmi friendships ive have made,
the inenory of al] thiese is borne baek upon us wvith an intensity
whiich makze. us realize ini soine nîcasure the good fortune whieh
lias been ours.

It is but natural that sucli reflectioîi would Iead ns to remem-
ber those to whiose lab)ours and sacrifices ive are indebted for ail our
good fortune. 1 men our parents. Our debt to thîem ive eau neyer
cicar off, lcast of ail ah this moment. They have strugghed to cdu-
2ate us, ho fit uis for the battle of life. *We thauki them. nowv. We
shall repay thin by the trophuies whîich ive win iii the bathie.

Yet our regret at parting dons not check the ardour with whieh
ire Lit forth upon the iinbleateni tracks. We have youth and vigor.
We have the briliant examDle of those who have gone before,


