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NationaU Types of Wit and Humorp

0 even suggcst thiat our readers dIo not lcnow whait is
hume11ronls, wouild be a rather dangerous p)roceeding
for the writer, but we w~ill crave your indulgience

- -* whle -we define witlî the aid ot varions anuthorities
-w-hat is ilumior, Wit and Laucghter.

riliat quality of the imagination ivilmi giv'es to ide-as a wild
or fantastie turn, and tends fo excite laughiter or miirthi by ludi-
ercus images or represntations. is called 1.iumior. It is les-s
p)oignlant and 1rilliant than '\Vit. hience it is always agr-eable.
-\Vit directed against folly often. offends by its severity; humnor01
iiiales a man. ashanied of his lues. -withiout eciting- lus resenlt-
ment. ilurnor lnay 1w einployed solely to rai-e irtli and render
conversation pleasant. or it mnay contamn a nlice kzind olr satire.

\Vit is thc faculty of associatingr ideas in a nie-%v and unex-
l)ectcd mnanner. Pope aptly deMines '\it as ''Wlat oft wvas
thouglut b)ut n'er so well. expressed." Wit consists in asseunhling
and putting togrether w-ith qucnsideas in whiclh ean 1e found
resemiblance aid c.ongruity, hy wiieh to malze up ple-asant pic-
turcs and agyreahie visions to the fane.y.

Laugyliter or convulsive mnerrimient is an expression of mnirthl
peculiar -t-o man, consisting in a qpiper noise and configuration of
features -%'ithi a shiaking of the sides. cand successive expuilsions
or hreathi. Tyl-c- of laughitcr are a truc index of mental calib)re.
'Who is flot famiiliar with the louda'nfw' of the sliallow-
l)ated rustie; the mieaningrlcss cctjtter2 " of the soeiety dame; the
brainless "'tee-hiee'' of the silly yonng sehool. girl?

The prosperity of thie jest lies eliiefly in. the car ol liuui wl'ho
hecars. as docs heauty in the eye of Iiiuui whvlo secs. l3eyoxid thiat,
it- lies iii the personality of the narrator. To analyse fiurtlier is
niot of mnuch avail. A request ho define bcauty once broughit the
apt rep)ly: ''Tliat is the question of a blind iinan.'' So of hmor:
11we only one rerquiring a definition ef humiior îs lie ivlho lia"; no
sense ef it, and ail tliè definitions in the -orld would neyer inalze
Iiiim unic ,rst«and whvlat it -,vas.

It is cqually difficult te draw any exact line of division l)e-
tween *Wit and 11umer. thot ghi many have tricd to dIo so. 1 haive
defined above. Will and ior, 1 leave it to Ilic reader to inalze
the i)recise division. Thiey are in truth different sides of tuie
saine thing. Ihumor is nature, ive knov; Mlit is art. IHumor lias
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