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Our Contrtbutors.
ON S Uw.b kS TING SoUE THING RE TTE R.

UIV RNOXONIAN.

Our ,n'tral' is co-<,ld, ,ery cold, says Mrs. Gusher.
WVell, suggest sonething ta make it warmtr. If yau, Mrs.
Gusher, art a member ot tht congregatian you are just as
much respansible for its coldness as anybody tise. Suggtst
something ta warmi the congregation or let Vour unruiy menm-
ber take a vactinn an congregationai atTtirs.

Our Prayer mern.isL not up lib the mark, says Mr. Shal-
iaw Reniark. It is net, eh ? Weil, suggest sonething thit
wili bring it up ta tht mark, and then help ta cirry out your
own suggestion. II is net likeiy tht povers abave wili ailow
you ta lve as long as 'Methuselab lived, but if yau did con-
tinue ta ratlie commonplaces about the prayer-meeting for
nine centuries, that wauid net help it any. Suggest something
sensible.

The snzittg is n'wt w/i il oug/d bi be. Probably net,
Mr. Growler. There are net niany tbings in this world what
they ougbt ta be. Even vou, Mr. Grawler, are flot what you
ougbt ta be or might be. Na dauht you tbink you are a liv-
ing, perambulating contradiction et the question ai tht
Shorter Catechism. There, now, we just thougbt yau knew
what that question is. Vot, yaurself, arc a long way tram
wbat you ought ta be. Vota never lived ont day as you ought
ta have lived it. If tht singing or anything tise is flot what it
ought ta be, suggest samething ptactical te niake it better.

Ta.metings, socias and algatherittes ofthat kind should
be abolished, says Mr. Straight Lace. Perhaps thcy sbould
and ptrhaps they will be as sonon as any ont suggests somte-
thing better ta take their place. No anc denies that tht social
lite of a congregatian should bc developed. There should be
sanie way by which people whtu worship in tht saine church
can meet occasianally, and by whic'ù strangers can becoîne
acquainted. Any anc wbo thinks present methods are fia
good shnuld suggest samething hetter. Mere grawling neyer
mends anyt!%ing.

Once tapon a time wc toid an editor wbo bas a level head
-aIt editars have flot heads ai that kind-tbat we intended
writing a stries ai papers showing in a strang, clear light
some ai tht evils connected with tht Presbyterian mettod ef
settling tinisters. As a sort oi foretaste of tht coming feast
ai reason and flow af strüng tacts, we told him wt woutrt
discuss sucb points as the effects et candîdating tapon tht
ministry and tapon tht vacancy : that we would prave by tht
testimony afIclading men in many cangregations that tht
giving of a caîl ta a minister is oten a nitre matten of chance
depending on a great vaitty ai circumstances ; that we
could prove that calis are often got up by a few, and that
many sign net because tbey want tht minister, but for ather
reasons-same for peac-somt because they arc weary ai
the vacancy-somt because tbey are asked and dan't like ta
retuse, and sanie for fia particular reason at ail. We aIse said
we might perhaps give sanie rather startling tacts about calîs
that came eut in this way : A minister is called anil settled,
and the cali is a niystery ta outsiders. He fails, (ails uttenly,
and active men in tht congregation begiai ta ask who brougbr
im here? Then tht inner istary ofithe thing cernes out, and

people know exactly haw tht man was called and wba rulled
tht *ires. When we had finished a summary ofithe points wc
meant ta discuss, tht editor coldîy remarked: " That is fia
doubt ail truc, but cani you suggest anything better? » We
didn't wrte that stries ai articles. The matenial is ail ready
and partly put into shape, but net a liait af it will go inta
type until we can suggest something better. The evils ai tht
system arc painiully apparent, and are doing aur Church no
small amour-t ai injury, but there is ne use in hoding up the
evils ta the world unless a remedy can be suggested.

At this seasan ai tht year we always bear a good deal
about tht alleged falure ai our Ontario systeni ai municipal
govemmnent. It is said by niany tbat it bias broken down
in large towns and chies. Perhaps it bas. Let those wbo
think so suggest something better. Baldwin neyer prctended
ta provide a systeni that would work for al tuie and in al
places. His legislation fon local self-government was ont ai
tht greatest boons ever conferred tapon Ontario. As Mn.
Mawat remarkcd flot long aga, fia systeni was ever worked
more successtally by any people than tht people of Ontario
bave worked their municipal systeni. Now let those who say
municipal governmcnt is a (ailure suggest sometbing better
whgntbt municipal meetings are being beld a iew weeks
bence.

Tht kind ai municipal gaverriment some people waat is a
systeni that will provide sidewalks, streets, ligbt, water and
police protection witbout any nioncy. They are just lke tht
people in churcb wbo tbink that preacbing, singing, ligbt,
heat, cushianed seats and several other things should be fur-
nishtd free. In Cburch and State tltose people expect some-
tbing for notbing. In fact they expect a great deal for noth-
ing. Just why tbey sbould expect othen people ta gîve tbema
a great deal for notbang fia ont can imagine. Anybody who
is dissatisfied with tht plan of honestîy paying for everything
people get sbould suggest a better plan. Stveral plans bave
been tried, but mnost af tbentbave not been satisiactory ta tht
constitution ai this country.

Campiaints with aur Ontarie «school systern sametimes
crop out. ILet tht man wbo thinks tht system very imperfect
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suggest something better. No doubt tht authoriti will be
willing ta hear him if he ha*s anything ta say worth htaning.

There is always a considerable amount ai grumblinfg
about the administration ai justice. A goodly number ai
busintss people act an tht principît that any settlemefit is
better than a lawsuit. Tht expression filaw is not always
justice ' is aiten (ound on tht lips ai men a long way above
tht chranic grumbler or fault-flnder. Even tht btst aiof men
att sametimes slow ta admit that there is anything better in
tht çourts than a raîagh approximation te justice. Ail ibis
may be true, but what can yau do about iti Let some ane
staggest a better way of settling difficulties than by reterring
them ta an impartial judge and jury wth a skilltd advacate
te state in tht strongest way 'each side aithe case.

There is a vast amotint of rant and ne smali amount ai
ceint heaped tapon patty gavernnient. Have any of th<'se
profesed purists wbo îalk about partyism ever suggtsted
anytbing better ? Tht wisest and most patriatic statesmen in
the world are party meni, and stein ta think that though
party government, like everithing buman, bas its drawback,
on tht whole it is tht best arrangement we can have. There
is something supremely ludicrous in the spectacle ai a tetith-
rate clergyman who cannot work hi:; ewn congregatieli, or a
third.class scholmaster who cannot keep order ini bis school
inveiging against party gavernment, white statesmen, like
Gladstone and Palmerston and Bright and Cobden, cauld
sugge.st nothing better.

WVe are flot as familiar with the datteof ithenillennium as
some oftour triends are. We can, bowever. suggest same-
thing that would hasten that happy period. Let evtry nman
who cannot suggest sanie remedy for evil, real or iniaginaity,
keep Iiis mouth shut.

POIXNTE- .A UX- TREMfBLES MVISSION SCHO OLS.

M R. EDIT*OR,-We seize with pleasare this apportunity te
tender the supporters at our mission the mast hearty thauiks
et tht pupils and teachers et tht Pointe-aux-Trembles schools
for the great transformation wbîch their generosity bas effected
in tht girls' building during tht past summner.

We are confident tbat if ail those who have contributed
towards this niost important imprevement could now visit
aur scbool buildings, it would be with a feeling of detp satis-
faction when cemparing their cheertul appearance with tbtir
former dilapidated condition. Tbey would set that they have
not worked nor prayed in vain, but that their simultantous
efforts bave raised higb tht level afibths institution.

It bas always been aur conviction that aur mission scheols
-with tht principles ai the Gospel for their foundation,-
must occupy a dignifled position anaong the educatianal estab-
lishments ai tht Province ai Quebec if they would successtully
remove ail tht prejudices that are constantiy cast tapon themn
by the enemies of a truc and sound education.

For over ont rnontb aur school bas been in full operation
and since tht re-epening every day is binging us new recruits.
We have ai present one bundred and iorty-one pupils, ai wbomn
eigty.three are boys and ity-eight girls. We expected a
gond many more by tbis tîme but no less than flfty-three of
those we agreed ta admit bave iailed ta came. Tht new
impulse givea ta aur work bas aroused tht vigilance and tht
opposition ai tht clergy te such a degree that tbey setm ta be
ready ta make any sacrifice or concession which cauld pre-
vent the caming ci their young people ta aur scheol. How-
ever, tht proportion ai Roman Catbolics among aur pupils bas
seldom been larger, about ont-hall being children ai parents
wbo still adhere te the doctrines ai Romanism.

Our pupils are divided ino four classes, taught by six
teachers, including tht principal and tht directress, Miss
Vessot.

The junior class and tht second class have five and a-haIt
heurs recitatian every day. the third and tht iourth classes six
and a-halihbours, sometimes seven and a-half.

They ail risc at 5.30 a.m., and rttire, tht juniors at eight,
tht others at nine, txcept tht advanced class, who study till
eleven p.an.

Every niorning we bave a Bible ltsson attended by ail the
pupils together. Tht subjects taugbt in tht school, in bot
French and Englisb, are the following : Bibt, reading, writ-
ing, arithmetic, algebra, geomnetry, grammar, comnosition, lit-
erature, Latin, Greek, geography, bistory ai Canada, gencral
history, bistory ai Engîand, drawing, music, elocution.

On Sabbath we have regular services morning and evcning
and tht Sabbatb school at thret p.m. Tht prayer meetings
on Wednesday evcning and on Sabbath morning are gencrally
conducted by the paîpils theniselvts. 1

I arn bappy ta say that we neyer bad a more pramising
class ai pupils and that their good bebaviaur and their gond
dispositions arc ta ail tht teachers a great source ot encour-
agement.

Thost ai aur young people wbo bave been employed in
aur mission field during summer continue in tht school their
missionary workr, and their influence among their companiens
is vtry gond.

Everytbing seems ta indicatt.,bat this sessian is gaing ta
be ane ai gond restats. Many ai aur pupils arc weil-disposed
ta receive tht Gospel and others most desirous ta go and
spealc about Jesus ta those ai aur ceuntrymen wbo are yet ini
darkoess.

We do everything in aur power in order ta encourage thern
in that direction and prepare tbem for tht gloriaus wark ta
whicb tht Master is calling them. But there is a part ai that
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preparation which depends less tapon education than tapon the
direct action of the Holy Spirit tapon the heart, and we beg ai
Yeu, dear friends, ta unite your prayers ta ours ta ask the
Lord for His special blessing upon aur dear pupils. Vours
respectfully, J. I1OURGO!M, PriMd>56al.

December, £890.
P.S.-To meet the expense of furnishing the new buildings

some af the Sabbath scbaols and friends supporting pupils
are this year sending a special contribution aver ankd above
their regular amaunt. An average extra contribution of fif-
teen dollars (rom each would suflice, and it is most important
that the entire indebtedness bc removed betore the close ai
the year. Alil contributions should be sent direct ta the treas-
trer, addressed Rev. Dr. Warden, 198 St. James Street,
Mont real.

l>AINFEJL Rî VROSPECTS-~SOME SIL VER
LINIA 'NEVERTHELESS.

It is well known that in many parts af this country aur
Churcb is not nearly se strang as it ought ta bc, and as it
would have been had missionaries gant in earlier. For a
generation past we have net lest much by such neglect. At
an earlier period we did losetet a seriaus extent. Tht writer
ai this article bas had some experience in several af the Pro-
vinces of tht Dominion. Ht bas seen in variaus regians, dis.
tricts which if they had been attended ta in time would to*day
have been strongbolds of aur 9-hurch, but now we are barely
known ; in some cases we are without a name or a place.
Tht causes and circumstances af such a disastrous state of
things nced net bc detained here. It is none the less a
painfui thing ta contemplate what might ha'e been. Tht
people were net ta blame. They could flot have djnc any-
thing tIse if they nat ta lapse into godlessness. Other
denominations were were neot ta blame because they minis-
tered ta these people. We would have donc the saine had
we been in tbeir place.

Within a very brief period past tht writer paid a visit ta
such a district as is described above. Ht was sent thtre by
the Presbytery ta set if even at this late day we wete catled
an ta go in and begin a cause. There is a thriving vil.
lage at the place. It was long looked tapon as in the back
country, but several years aga a leading Une ai raitway
passed througb, and at z ier date a brancb was completed
ta it. We have flot heretofore been represeaited there. It
seems as if none ai aur missionaries ever had a service there.
If ont was held it was in a casual way. No steps were taken
ta plant aur name. Among others that have lately settled in
tht place was a valutd family of my own. From the time
that this family began ta think ai making an abode there, we
had rnany a conversation about what was possible ta bc dont
se that they would flot be wholly cut off frram tht Church cf
their birtb and convictions. It was plain that it would bc a
cruel wrench ta their feelings ta be merged in any other
denomination. When tht matter came up for consideration
in Presbytery it was natural tbat 1 sbould be chosen ta spy
out tht land. 1 had neyer been there before. Besides this
tamily 1 kntw fnanc ai the residents, even the name af any-
body there.èwas a blanlc. In pursuance af the appointmnent 1
went there and spent a Sabbath. A hall ta bold service in
that day was secured. We had two services, ane in the momn-
ing and anc in the aiternoon. There wete fnot ltss than three
bundred at ench service. 1 did flot say ane word about
churches or church connections. 1 did nlot say there would
bc another service, at least 1 do flot remember that 1 did. 1
simply preacbed tht Gospel ta those that came. Of course I
recognized the fact that many oi those who came that day
belonged ta tht existing d..nominations ini the place, and wili
continue ta do so. At tht saine time students wbo have been
there since have had as large an audience as 1 had. 1 talked
with some aif the people and found that many af the fathtts -and
mothers were (rom County Down, Ireland, which, with tht
caunty of Antrim, is the strangest region ai aur Church in
that islan!. à- e ... tient aId lady called on me between the
services. During the interview she told me she was framn
Crawto.-dsburm. This as a smill village on tht short of Bel-
fast Lou4-h, between Holywood and Bangor. Whcn 1 tatd
ber that 1 'iad been'in Crawfardsburn several times, she beld
up her banes, partly ini doubt as ta whether 1 had flot made
a mistake, aLd partly in joyful surprise. To prove ta ber that
1 had miade -je mistake, 1 named several af the places in tht
viciniiîy anti sornie af tht ptople that lived there. Her look at
me as 1 mtntioned these places, as ont who bad beec in the
place af ber birtb, a place she had not seen for well nigh
hall a century, but loved stili by every fibre af ber heart, and
especially wben 1 named th'- ministers that preached there
in ber time, 1 shall.not .soona forget. Tht broad Donic of
Down is stili on ber tangue. She was supremnely happy, poor
aId woman. No daubt she bas itît keenly ber deprivation of
such ordinances as she was familiar vitbh in the days of ber
youth. Net tbat she bas beld alcof (ram such ordinances as
were available ta ber. She was upt so foolish as that. 1 was
glad ta flnd that for well nigh tbitty years she bas been a
member af a Church there. and bas adorntd ber profession.
Nevertbtless tht Sabbath 1 was there was a red-letter onetet
ber, a day ai beaven tapon eatth. To bc privileged ta join
once again in singing tht Psalms tbat she sang in ber girl-
bood and young wamnanhood May seem ta seine a very
trifling matter. Unsentimental people may dtspise sucb
associations Others af us look tapon it in a différent light.
Ail ber neighb9qr*çid net adapt tbemselves ta their surround.-


