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IN 4 COLOURED CHURCH.

English tuunsts who cross the Atlantic for a holiday
sometimes reword their impressions for the benefit of general
readets.  Oue under the title of ** Sume American Nolcs,"
wiites o racy description in Macmilian's Magasine of o
mpid and extensive tour through the United Sistes. He
attended service 1n a coloused church 1w the Shenandoah
Valley, wiach he thus desctibes ¢

On Sunaay 1 attended an African seevice, The barber of
the hatel, a coivured man, was a deacon of the title chuseh,
to which e yuided me with a lantern on one of the datkest
nights 1 was ever abroad in.  There s 8 college for the
taaining of coluared preachersat darper’s Ferry, whers the
officiatta, dunsier of this evening had been trained,  Me
hail been a save mn his youth, and learned to read by stealih
when 1t was penal for a negro to pussess a book. 11 tus
style was a biule rambling his addiess was frank and eainiest,
* S.ove your enctnies,” was the text s it was not easy, but—
¢ the Saviwar dune 1,” he said with quict simplicny.  An
interesting teature of the service was the method by which
the collection was ohtained.  After the scimun was over,
two deacous got up and steod behind a table placed im-
mediately uetuw the pulpat.  The men sat wogetier vn the
right sde of (he chiuren aad the  umen on the lett. One
deacut sad, * Now 1 want five duiars trom the men 3 and
the other auded, ** And 1 want the same Itom the women,’
Then they au tegan to s a hymn, - Sl no one moved,
They sany snuthes hymn, and at the close of at 1 rose and
started G coiccuon withh a tencdutlar bl ** Were gete
ting on prciy well tlus sude,” sa1d «he descon of the males,
knowitgly. “Anuther hymn was sung without much elect ;
but later un a suning meludy about ** szeng de fine white
horse when de brdegroam cutnes,” ttoke duwn the teseave,
and when they cane 10 the verse,—

Drive "em down to Jurdan when de bridegroom comes,
the dimes anil nickels mattled duwn upen the collectiun table
with agrecatie music.  The sum coliccied was lasge lor the

1eS UICes O the cungregatiun, and rellicicd creunt upon the
dark-skinned worshippets,

MILTON'S OKIGINALITY.

. The origmatity of Milion in his two rehigious epics con-
8'sts 10 the luglest degtue in an origimamy of syle, Eng.
land, whic’t has produced sv thany spnctdii puets, has given
birth tn nune so supremie as Miliun i the worthmanship and
ar itice of paenc style -none who, vut of tie maierial o1 lan-
guage, has raise? for himself o majestic and varivusa buil-
ding, so harmonicus in all its jacs, su pecunar to fis ventor
in the urder of its architecture. A puet may be almost in
the very highest rank, and yet prefer to Jive like a suldier-
crab, in the house of s ime une ebse, or, tike 2 caddisswonn,
in 2 home bult of flagmenis. A ngil did the first of these,
and KReats the seconds  But Milton’s place is nottowally un.
like any that preceded, it has been found impossible ever
since 10 hive as he lived man English house that is not ua-
hike his.  The onginanity of Miltun's style, then, being gran-
ted as his main pecunasity, the cunventional character of
1auch of the material he worked 1010 1t must nune the less
be admitted.  His epics were compendiums ol what had
been »aid and thougat before hum, ceriamn images and fancies
having become a kind of canon with the xcli;‘;n-us wurld,
j and must of all with the Protestant world. Various com-
monplaces, in illusiraiions of Scnpture, had by the muddie
of the seventeenth century become gencral to devout minds,
F commonplaces in which something of the sensuous colvur of
the Renaissance was fused into the uninspired side of Bibli.
k cal belicf. The carly Flemish and Tuscan artists had so
often paintedd the archangels with Tysian wail and azure
b wings, kad so often spangied the uain of cherubim with rain-
f bows and starry eyes, that all this rich and florid imagery
j hung, 10 the popular mind, like a familiar embroidery ruund
f the bare history of Scripure.  All this was common
f propenty, and not individual to any onc religious poet, to
8 Da Bartas or Giles Fletcher, to Vondel or Quarles. Milton
i came ar last, and gathered it all up into his stately compen-
R dium of Protestant imnagination. —E&dmund Goss.

OPIUM AUCT.ONS,

§ A ceetain number of chests of opium, as fixed by noufica-
| tiun from the Government of India, are sold by public auc-
B tion cvery munth in onc of the rooms of the Board of
# Revenue, in Calcutta,  The secrctary to the board presides
B at the auctivn.  The auctwneer 15 one of the assistants of
B the board. The auction toom is fillea with intending pur-
j chasess, several of them millionases or their represcntanves,
B who have their recognized seats, 1o which they are admnted
& by uckeis. The aucuon 1s usvaily cunducted 3o that caim
¢ 20d quict mananer which 1s suntable to transactions in which
# hundreds of thousands of pounds are involved. Each lot

& consists of five ches s, and a native clerk holds up a black-

B board on which he exhibits in chatk the amnunt of the last
f bid.  The cxcitement avout the bidding 15 usually confined
& 10 the fiest few luis, when any good or bad news from China

B may have lcd (0 an alieraivn tn the value of opium sulse
B quently to the las. munthly sale. The nival millionaires
B cuaend by 2 quict nud to the auctioneer.

The ruling price
e for the day is svon sctded betweea them, as they well keow
[l to what liqut they may safely go.  The puzchaser of one lot

B of five chests is atl hibe.ty to claim the next ten lois at the

jsame price. The auciiun hist 1s_thus quickly run through.
f When the milliunaires have saustied thar wants for the day

B the smalier speculators bid accurding to their requirements.

B As cach Jot is kaucked down,a cletk goes about with
g 2 little book to cach purchascr. in which he gives a promis-

sty note, payable oa demaad, for onc-fourth the value pf

his purchase, with an engagement to pay the balance witkin
From an unknuwa specalator o depesit in moncy
g1s taken. Failure to cumplcte 2 bargan is of very rarc oc-
[ currence; but if default occurs the chests are rul up for sale

Jdefanlting pure

Bof opium has fallen when the re-sale takes place. I the

course of an hour the auction room is emply, and the noisy
outside crawd, which fills the coun?'nld of the Loard’s pre-
mises, has dispersed,  Payments for opium_purchased are
made by the merchants through the Bank of Bengal, and on
the pro Juction of a certificate of payment the merchant re-
ceives a delivery order for the chests which he has purchased,
atid he at once removes them from the Government ware-
house and consigns them to his agents or comrespondents in
China and the Straits by the swift stezmers which trade be-
tween Calcutta and China, — Z4e National Review.

HOPE ON, HOPE BVER.

Hope on, hope ever.  Thuugh dead lcaves are lying
In mousnful clusiers "neath your wandering feets
Though wintey winds thiough naked boughs £resighing,

The flowers ase dead ; yet is the memory sweet
Of summer winds and countless roses glowing
'Neath the warm, warm kisses of the generous sun.
Hope on, hope ever.  Why should teats be flowing 2
In cvery season is some victory won,

1epe on, hope cver, though you deck loved tresses
With trembling ﬁnﬁ“s tur the silent grave;

Though cold the cheek beneath your fond caresses,
Luuk up, tite Chutstian suul ; be calm, be brave )
Hope on, hope ever,  Though your hearts be breaking,
Let fluwers of resignation wreathe your eross,
Deep 1n your heart sume heavenly wisdom waking,

For wortal life is full of change and Joss,

Hope on, hope ever, for lung-vanished faces
Waich for your coming on the golden shore,
E’cn while you whisper 1n their vacant places
The blessed words : ¢ Not Jost, but gone before !
Hope on, hope ever, let your hearts keep singing,
\{'hcn low yuu bend at ove the chuschyard sed,
And fervent prayers you. chastened thoughtsare winging,
Through sighs and tears, to the bright throne of God !

Hope on, hope ever.  Let not tuil or sorrow

Still the sweet music of ope’s heavenly voice.
Frum cvay dawn rome ray of comlurt boriow,

Thau in the evenwng you may sull rejuice.
Hupe on, hupe ever—aunts teyond companng,

Lcar to the Leans that namcless woes have niven ;
To all Jhat muun, sweet consulatun beanng,

Ob, may they pruve the Chiisian’s guude to heaven !

—Ckambers's fournal.

FRENCH DOMESTICS.

Even yet wellito-do people 1n France never dream of
kecping the same number of scrvants with whum those in a
like stativnin Englaud would consider it incumbent on them
to be pestered.  The daughters ot the family are not sgne-
rant o) demestic duties.  The mistress is 2 Jady who con-
siders it her part to superintend every depariment of her
houschold ; while the scivants, being treated in a different
manuer from thuse tn an English (amily, ate more faithful,
and i not more cfficient, are certainly less troublesome.
They are reparded as humble dependents, and come with
the intention of remayung all therr lives, or until they marry.
The membxts of the fanuly 1reat them with easy familiarity,
and 1t 15 quite common—as it was in England in anold and,
so far as this1s cuncerned, a better time—when any of them
are from home, to send theic semembrances to Marguetite,
or Alphonsz, or Jeannette, justas they would to their brothers
or sisters, ur cousins, or personal companions. In short the
French dumestics are not a caste by themselves, and neither
resent such kinaness az an undue wfnngement of their pre-
rogauveof ** knowing thair place,” nor abuse the good nature
thus evinced.  1lis expensive mode of housckeeping made
mary men nch who are now poor.—From the Peoples of the
Worid.

A DREAM WHICH CAME TRUE.

Sir William Staines, who was London’s chief magistrate
in 1801, started in hife as a bricklayer’s labourer, and at cuy
banguets, with great glee, he used 10 introduce the folloning
anccdote . —\When he was a youngsier, he was employed in
repairing the parsonzge house, Uxbridge. Ore day going
up the ladder with his hod of murar, he was accosted by
the parson's wile, who told him that shehad had a very extra-
ordinary dream. She told him that she had dreamed he
would one day become Lord Mayor of London. Astonished
at such a prophecy, Staines could only scratch his head, and
thank her for such a vast promotion. e said he had
neither money nur friends. The parson’s wile, howerver,
was not so casily to be tumed {rom her prognosticatior, and
this dream had cvidently left a2 great impression. Her
mind was bent on young Staines, and Lord Mayor he should
be. The same drcam occurred again, and the same com-
munication was repeated to him that he was to be Lord
Mayor. The matter passed off, and young Staines left the
parsunage house at Uxbridge with no other impression than
the kindness that had been showa and the notice that had
been taken of him. It was not until he became shenft that
the iream came to be taiked about, thoogh there is little
doubt that the dream made a lasting impression upon his
own mind, and wasan inczative tes laudable industry through
life. The Uxbridge parson had by this time become old,
but he lived long cnough to be chaplain to Staincs when
sherif, and be died durnng his shrievalty.—Frems Cassell's
Greater Lordon.

Tue Church of Scotland has 1,442 congregations and s
membership of 555,625,

Excrisit law makes a difference between ordinary lec:
tures and those delivered at universities, It has been 10
cuntly decided, on appeal, at Glazgow, that a universiy
student may takes aovtes of lectures and publish them, o
he pleases, without the consent of the professors.  The leee
turcs arc considered public property,

British z}nb Foreigt.
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Tue Edinburgh Sabbath School Teachérs' Union numbers
2,710 teachers and 23,552 scholars,

BotsaaDa Presbyterian Charch has, according to a tele-
gram from Algiers, Leen destroyed by a shuch of carth-
quake.

Tie Rev. Albert Goodrich, Glasgow, has received a call
to Brixton Congregational Chuich, vacant by the death of
Baldwin Browun.

Tueg Rev. J. P. Chown, an ¢minent Baptist divine, on
account of faiing health, has resigned the pastorate of
Bloumnsbury Church.

Auchmitnie, near Arbroath, the village generally re-
garded as the ** Musselcrarg ' of the Anuquary, had a new
church opened recently.

A soN of Baptist Noel is one of the band of enthusiastic
Esglishinen who ate working with Me, M*All in his noble
eflurts 1 evanpehize France,

Di Joserit PARKER, having been ordered by his medical
advisers 1o curtail his public work, has discuntinued his
Thursday morning service for the present.

THE Rev. Mr. Spurgeon is confined 1o bed with a sudden
and severe attack of theumaticgout. It is not likely that he
will be able to leave Lundun tor sumie time.

Fon the rent of a roumn which 1s used as a chapel by the
M*All Missivn in the Rue de 5. Honure, aus, a zealous
band of falics in Philadelphia pay 10.000 francs a year,

LOKD SALISBURY, 1t s said, thinks of appuinting a com.
wissiun to 1nquite tntu the reliptous and oihier questions
which have s;.rung vut of the exnting educational sy-tem.

Tue Rev. Dr. Somerville looks on his appointment to the
Moderaturship of the Free Church Assembly as a token of
its appreciation of evangelisuc work at home and abroad.

AN eninent physician has placed it on record that sixt
per cent. of the male losses in the insurance company wit
which he is connected are due, directly or inditectly, to
alcohol.

Tur members of the Society of Friends who sat in the Jast
parliamunt have been excendingly anfurturate in the recent
elections, though Sie J. T'ease has been uumphamly re-
turned for the Ba.nard Castle division of Dusham.

Beauiy, with a pupulauonof 1,400,000 hasseventy-esght
aputhecanes, ¢t une fur cvery 20,000 whabiams. New
Yurk, with 2 population of over 1,500,000 has over 500
aputheearies, ur une fur every 3,000 tuhabitants.

PaSLEY Free Church Presbytery has resolved to abolish
fast-day services 1n its country patsties, and is to co-operate
with the other Prestytenan ministers of the townin an at-
temipt to separaie communtion frum fast-day setvices.

PAsLEY Presby=ry had under consideration at their last
mecting the propesal to aupment the stipends of ministers.
It recommends that all Presbytenes should be enjoined to
visit congregations within their buunds cvery three years.

THE opium ra-le continues to flovrish in India. In 1883
8,071,120 pounds wese produced, and 876,454 acres of land
devoted to its culture.  Its use among the luwer classes is
on the decrease, but the rich suffer a great deal from over-
intlulgence.

Tue Rev. G. James, junior pastor of Dristo, Edinburgh,
who is ordered to the South of France for the Lenefit of ms
health, has reccived leave of abscnce for fuur months from
his Presbytery. Mr. Jamesis a brother of Dr. James, for-
merly of tamilton.

A MOVEMEMNT to give greater power to iaymen 1n the
managentent of Church aflairs 15 gathenng suength 1n the
Presbyterian Chusch of Victutia.  1tas movement onginated
in the alleged high-handed a:u0n of Mclboutne Presbytery
in the Strung casc and in other maters.

THe Rev. John Mackenzie 1s wnting a narrative of Sir
Charles Warnien's successful expediion to Bechuanaland.
He resided in that country ftirst as a nussionary and then as
deputy commissioner.  Ile is now in London. Mr. Mac.
kenzie was an eye-witness of the events 1o be described in
his forthcoming volume.

AFTER scemngz all the sights of the French capital a little

1y of Amencan visitors dropped into ore of the MAll
Mission rooms.  As they walked Lack to thesr hotel thiough
the gay crowd of thoughtless Sabbath-breakers, they could
not help turming to cach other, and saying: ** Surcly we
bave just seen the best thung an Pans !

Tue Rev. W. C. Reid, 1ector of Copenhzll, Crewe, has
affixed tothe notice board in his chuich a request asking
prayers for the repose of the soul of one of his predecessuts,
and on being requested to contradict a statement that he had
donc so declares that he buldly teaches the duty of praying
for the dead and utterly denics that the practice 1s Roman,

LORD ABERDEEN has consented to become president of
the Turkish Missions’ Aid Swciety in succession to the Jate
Eazl of Shaftesbury, who was cne of its founders, The de-
parted Earl often expressed his admiratiun of the services
rendered by those American missiunarics in the East, whose
work it is the office of this socitiy to advucaie and promote.

Tuekeen clectoral struggle mnthe St. Andrew’s Burghs has
resulted in a e, 1,256 voting for Mr., Stephen William.
son, the sonanslaw of Dr. Thomas Guthrie, and 1he same
number for Sir Robert Anstruiher, who was nominated by
Pancipal Tulloch. The polling was on Monday, and on
the preceding Sunday mght Dr. Macgregor of St. Cuth.
bert's, Edinburgh, preached a political sermon in Cellatdyke
Parish Church, admission to which was by ticket.

Curar Established Presb tery had todeal at their Jast
meeting with a disputed settlement 2t Flisk. Atacongregas
tional mecting thinty -¢ight had voted in favoar of Mr. Mac-
laten and thisty-five against him; but it was held that four
of the majority had nJ right to vote as they were commum-
cants in another parish.  Because of this xfxc valudity of the
clection was questioned. It was resolved to posipune the
decision of the question till further light was obtained.,




