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NEW i' EAR RE'SOLUTZONS.

BW KNOXONIAN.

This is the season for " swearing off " and miaking
good resolutions. 0f late it has becoiie rather popu-
lar to say sarcastic things abiout the resolutions nmade
on New Year's 1)ay. The persons who hold a meet-
ing in their inner consciouisness andi propose, second
and carry good resolutions unaniînously are beld up 1<)

ridicule because said resolutions are not always kept.
NVel, some of themntare kept. Others are kept for a
short timie and even that is a good thing. If a man
resolves on Newv Year's Day that hie will drink no more
for a year and does not taste until Dominion l)ay, lie
has been sober for six months, and surely that is a
good thing. It nîay be urged that the breaking of the
resolution weakens bis moral nature. Probably; but
six montbs' drinking would do bis nature more harni
than fracturing the resolution. Even if a resotution is
not kept six nîonths il miay be a gooci îhing. l'lie
inaking of a resolution is a wholesone exercise. It
brings conscience into play; it involves self-examnina-
tion ; it makes the mani look baék and forward and
take a moral reckoning of himiself. Such reckoning
should be made oftener than once a ycar, but once a
year is better than not at ail. Let no one despise thc
resolutions of New V\ear's day because the), are not
aIl kept. The making of t hein shows thai the inaker
thinks, and tiai is a great deal.

The tuimber of topics ihat miighît be embraced iii a
good set of resolutions foi 0485 ik large. A famiily
mati who wishes to grow symimetrically witlh a well
rounided character and fighit the devil along the whole
line will generally begin witli some

iAM ILYRESOLUITIONS.

The family ks the basis of society. The Chîîrch is an
aggregate of familles, and xvhat the fanîilies are the
Church must be. To iipr-o-e chuirch ife by anything
that lowers the touie of famnily life ks an impossibility.
Thle State ks an ag,gregatc of fanîllies, andciwlîat the
fanîilies are thie State must be. The Dominion cati
tiever lie any l)etter nmorally thati the fanîilies that con-
stîtute the D)omninon. If, on reflection, a nman fiîids
out on the irst day of '85 that lie does not spend as
tiuch time with bis famnily as hie should do, hie ouglît
to mnake a good strong resolution to mîend bis ways-
and kecZ> il. Business nîust be atten(Ied to of course,
but sitting on inverted soap boxes iii a corner grocery
liearing and relating village gossip is nt business.
It is uinfortuîtately îeccssaý»y te go to a good inany
evening meetings ini tosvns and cities, but the nuniber
miight ivell be reduced and the meetings nîade inuch
shorter. To go 10 the Lodge once a month nmay be a
duty, but some timen go to the lodge %%,lien tbere isîî't any
lodge. AIl that class of citizens-- uinisters among
the îîumber- --who spend 50 tnany of their cvenings in
public should soleiîfly resolve tlîis wveek 10 speîid
niore limie in their homes duritîg 188-. (One of the
weakest poitnts ini Catiadiati society is tlîe little atteni-
tion that many give bone lifé. If htîsbands would
give their xvîves a litile of the attention tliey used to
choke theiiîî with before miarriage h would be a good
tbing for the famiily. The husband inay possibly tiot
be always to blanie., l'leîî let %vives always reboie
ibis week to make their homîes brighter and happier for
1885 thaîî they have ever beeti befoî-e.

CON; REGXI'ION AI. R ESOLt.UTIONS.
It iiiight be a good îliing for sonie of tlie office-bearers
of our congregations 10 make a few resoltions this
week. An elder that dicl tot do an>' work during '84
but distribute the symbols on Commîunioni Sabbaîh
might take soine healthy exercise on the first day of
January ini the way of self-examination. If this exer-
cise leads hini biniake and keep a few good resolu-
lions for '85 lie wîll be happier a year hietce than hie

revenue. Several hundred people mnight resoive te goe
te churcb more regularly than they did in '84. Sev-i
eral tbousand should resolve te attend prayer meeting c
who have neyer attended at ail. The mien wbo make 1
lonîg speeches about economy, but neyer pay any-i
thing, might pay up se that their eloqîtence may have4
a better chance next year. The nuînber of congrega-
tional resolutiotîs that should be made is wonderful.

R ESOLUTIONS FOR CHURCH COURTS.

It tîight be well for the brother who continually rises
iin the Cburch Courts and says "lMAoderator, 1 rise to
aojoini of ordier," 10 resolve not t0 rise se ofien about
that point. A point of order is usually a very smnall
point. Sometimes there is no point at ail. The brother
wvho begins every speech by saying, "lModerator, 1
feel I cannot give a sulent vote on this question," might
resolve te let that introduction go. The fact that he
is making a speech shows how he feels. The brother
who speaks on every question in every church Court
mi-ighl resolve te lry if the churcb cati gel on with less
of bis eloquence for a year. The itnfortunates who
are compeiled to listen to him can. Whole Presby-
teries miglît resolve not to spend an entire day on
businîess that migbt be done in an-hour or two.

PUI.PI'RESOLU1'IONS.

NVould it not be well if some ministers would re-
solve this week te shorten their serimons. Public
opinion demiands brief treatrnent of subjects and
there is notbing to be gained by quarrelling with pub-
lic opinion iin such tî-îaîtets. Cursing the age won't
make il an>' better. Wlietî the Head of the Church
senil),ou into this world to preach thie Gospel at ibis
limie, do you suppose He did not know what the stale
of public opinion .%ould be about the lentgh of ser-
inons ? There is no use in saying that centuries ago
the people would standl sermions three hours long witb
sixîy heads. If (;od had meant you te preach aI Ibat
tinte sermons of that kind He would have created you
then. The fathers wbo preacbed îlîen were grand old
meni, and îhey mîade sermons te suit their titues in
letîgth. WVby can't you imitate tbem and resolve te
adapt yourself te the age in which you live ? Youi
nîust do justice to the subject, of course. The stibject.
will conîe back, howvever, but the people nîay not if
you weary thetti. If tbet-e is reason to believc that
you cati do more good by preachiîg haîf an boum than
forty-five mnutes or an hour, why not resolve to
preachi the balf hour ?' Every man preaches and
speaks longer tban lie tinlks he does. Making aIl
due alîowance for the nonsense talked at conferences
and conventliotns about long prayers, might il net be a
glood thing foîr sortie mi-inisters te shorten their prayers ?
Sonie of the niostinittelligent people-the niost loyal
1resbyerians-the miost devoted Cliristians- do, com-
plain about the lengîli of the prayers and sermons
that îbey hear at timies. Trhey are the best friends of
the Church. Though cranks, and meddlers, and
troublers and bîtsy-bodies be ireated with contiempt,
might it mot lie well to yield to the feelinîgs of somte of
the very best of our people ?

THEMQ/IiLTEACIIER IN 771E.SUNI)AlY

SCIIOOL..
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t may seemn trite t0 say that the teacher oîîghîto
be a Christian, but the question bas not yet been
settled whether, under any circumstances, it is expe-
dient t0 enîploy uncotîverted teachers in «the Sunday
sebool. There are such-inen and women of good
report wbo from praiseworthy motives bave offered
their services, but who would hesitate te caîl them-
selves converled persons. They bave not made a
distinîct profession of their faith. Tbey have not yet
reached the decisive point in religious experience
whicb enables them to say, "I kninc in whorn I have
believed."

Perhaps 1115s enough te say bere that eacb case of

ence. He miust bave been there hiuîîself. The
mariner employs a pilot who is supposed t0 know
every reef, and shoal, and devious current, that lies
between hlmi and bis desi red haven. So hie who
would instruct others in the knowledge of saving truth
oughl 10 be one who bas himself been taught of God,
and is fully persuaded in bis own mind as 10 the
ý'erities of revealed religion. Observation leads nie
10 say that unconverted teachers, however well quali-
fied in other respects, are not 10 be depended upoti
for any great length of time. They usually fail pre-
cisely at the point where endurance is most needed--
when confronted witb sonie of the dîfficuities and dis-
couragernents which every now and ihen beset the
teacher's pahh.

TME MODEL 'IEACHER

bas a tborough knowledge of the Bible and a profound
respect for it. He accepîs il as sounething more than
authentic history-a revelation froni God-the otîly
rule 10 direct us how me may glorify and enjoy Film.
He believes that ail Scripture 15 given by inspiration
of God, and is profitable for instruction in righteous-
ness. He takes il for bis text-book and is thoroughiy
loyal to il. FHe does not seize upon isoiaîed passages
and twist tbemn so as to square witb bis own fancies.
Fie does not corne before the ciass to ride any of bis
owuî hobbies. Upon every subject hie is called upon
10 investigate and discuss. He compares Scripture
witb Scriplure. He is not carried about by "'every
wind of doctrine." Fie does not vex himiseif nor
distract bis class, by speculations on deep mysteries
wbich be cannot explain ; instead of 'ldarkening
counsel," lie aims at a simple presentation of tp-ut/z,
s0 far as hie knows il.

The model teacher is " a workman, that needeth
tiot to be asbamied "-a skilîed morknîan. Hie bas
the best tools lie can procure, and knows bow t0 use
tbetîî. He bas a perfect knowledge of the iaterial bie
is t0 work upon. As the scuiptor, looking at the
roughblbock of marble, " sees an angel in i ; " as the
artist culîs frotii some broken heap of rubbish bits of
broken glass a.nd converis thern inm an exquisite
stained-gîass window 10. adorn a cathedral, 50 the
skilled teacher, out of the comimon quarry, rears
magnificent temples-temples for the Holy Ghost to
dwell in. Hie himself is a pattern of regulariîy and
punctuaiity, of faith, pe-lmce, and perseverance. He
sels about bis task witbi a definite aim. He neyer
loses sight of it. Everything be says or does is wiib a
view t0 a predeternîined result, and every word tells.
Recognized fitness for bis work is that whicb alone
entitles bim 1tb e distinction of a skilled worktîîan.

The teacher lias a.$ight appreciation of wbat the
Sunday school is, and the purpose il is intended 10

serve. He does not regard il as a substitute, in any
sense, for anytbing else. I't is uiot an institution
aîîacbed 10 the church, like a dining-car whicb is
coupled on to a passenger train aI one stationi and
switched off at another.

Il' 15 A PART ANI) 1'ARCEI. 0F THE CIIURCII,

as uecessary t0 ils satisfactory progress as is the
tender to the locomiotive. The cburcb catînot (I0
witbout il. Certainly it is not to be regarded as a
substi tute for faiiîily instrution. It is the couîîple-
mnut of it. The Sunday sclîool lias proved itself to
be an educational power, a civilising power, and a
saviîîg pover. No longer a feeble band of îinappreci-
ated if not despised workers, il bas becorne a great
armny-a mîillionî and a haif of teachers, tvitb ibirteeti
millions of scholars. 1'Their line bas gone oui
tbroîîgb ail the eartb, and their words ho the end of
the %world." t is the right anîîi of nîissionary enter-
prise îîîrougboîtt the whole worîd.

Nor is the power of nunîbers ho be underrated. ht
is wrelI calcuiated 10 inîspire the teacher with courage
and devotion. As he looks along the lune, he feels
that bie is not an isolated sentry. He belongs 10 the
army of " the invincibles." ý.If there be failure ah any
iven poinh to-day, bie does not despair of success 10-


