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Woodbijdjse: cokigregation wns argdnjred by authority
of Presbytery, on the ist April, 1875, a little over two
years angd a half ago. The crection of such a builhng
angl tha clecumstances connccted with it are most
creditablo to theme-Com,

LAST winter, Rev. Mr. Little, of Bowmanville, gnve
his congregation a course af lectures on the Reforma
tion; tracing its course from its first begimmings,
through its trying struggles, to its final thumph, and
lntroducing graphic and most life-like sketches of the
leallinig printes, statesien, and dsvines whe figured
in the ;j‘_m;, vévolutfon of the sixteenth century. This
saason heds dclivering a course of lectures on the Lon-
fession of.Faith, a subject wisely chosen at the present
time, wlién not a few tvho arrogate to themselves the
th1g “advanced thinkers,” are ready to remove the
old fandmarks as obsolete and unsuited to the enlight-
encd liberality of the present age. In the present
course he Lias already treated of the state of religious
partits at the commencement of the civil war in kag-
land in the time of Charles the First, the occasion of
the calling of the Westminster Assembly, with aa ac-
count of some of its leading members; a general
ou(lin‘c of the various creeds and confessions, and the
occasions on which they were formulated ; and, the
definidion of the term Church, given i the twenty-
fifth chapter of the Confession. Lectures on such
subjects as these are very useful.  Our people are not
sufficlently grounded in the knuwledge of the doctrines
and polity of our Church. And those mmmsters are
rendening a very imponant service to the causc of
truth, who take pains to show that thuse Bibic duc-
trines, revived to new life by the illustrious fathers and
confessors of the fifteenth century are sull vigorous
and potent as guiding principles i Chnsuan hfe ;
and that these confessiuns—the wourk of the must
learned and pious of former gencratiuns are sull ap-
plicable to the present age.

THE fourth anmversary of the opening of Knox
Church, Elora, was observed on the 23vd and 24th ult.
The services, an dabbath 23rd, werc conducted by the
Rev. . James, D.D., of Knox Church, Hamiiton, who
preached two very able, eloquent and impressive ser-
monS that vill not be forgotten by them that heard
them for many a day. OUn the Monday cvening a
successful tea-mecung was held, which was addressed
by the Rev. E. Kershaw, Canada Methodist; the
Revs. — Cameron, Palmerston ; J. C. Smuth, of
Guelph ; D. Smythe, of Eramosa ; and J. James, D.1,,
of Hamuilton. Considenng the state of the roads, and
the tunc—Chnstmas Eve—and the hard umes, the
audience was large. Had there been good sleighing,
large as the church s, it would have been fifled to its

.utmost capacity.  All the speakers congratulated the
pastor, the Rev. A. D, McDonald, and the congrega-
tion, on the naoble effort made to remove the debt on
the church. There 1s $12,900, debt on the church, but
by.the pastor’s personal canvass of the congregation,
$14,115 bas been subscribed.  This covers the entire
debiy leaves a sufficicnt margin to make the scheme a
syccess; dnd gives reason to entertain the hope tha
by this subscription,after the debt has been paid, there
will.be enough over to paint and fence the church.
There is one principle involved in this scheme which
is'of great importance, and to which it is well to direct
the attention of the Church generally. Congregations
ofteninvolve themselves in heavy pecuniary obliga-
tions in church building, but they expect the public to
pay the debt by attending tea-meetings, socials and
50 ft}rxh,' But here, in the instance before us, the con-
gregation make the effort themsclves. They call in
no autside influecnce. They try what they can do
shemselves, and the result is a decided success. In
n}i(}n;} tyiatters, ministers should deal as Jittle as pos.
sible, but there are times and circumnstances, when the
welfare of congrégations and of the cause of religion
derntnd of them exertion and applicatidn.  And this
¢ase is an instance which goes to prove thatif a
ministee is.judicious and has sufficient tact and good
nath—; he inay do a really good work by taking up the
mittér and jorking it out.  We commend the princi-
ple.o.the  careful, consideration of congregations
generally.
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» PRESBYTERY OF. BRUCE~This Presbytery met at
\Walkérton on the 18th Dec. There were twelve
wihlsters and four cldersin attendance.  Mr, Toluue's
terma of Moderatorship, having expired, Mr. Cameron
was appointedanoderator for the ensuing six months.
Dr. Bell and Mr. Tolmie addressed the court in the
interests of Queen's and Knux Colleges.  Mfessrs.

Blur, Millar, Beil and Duff, elders, were appointed a
commitiee to devise the best manner of rasing funds
to mect the current cxpenses of the Collegrs.  The
Comnmutice wn thest report recomimended the Presby-
tery to instruct its finance Committee to ascertain the
amount revuired from tlus court and to levy the same
on the several congreyativns of the bound, according
to thewr strength.  The report was recened and its
recommendatn adopted, from this deliverance Mr.
Bethune disseated.  The Committee appolnted at
last mecting of Presbytery to enquire into the condi-
twn of St. Andrew’s Church, Paisley, reported that
the church property is still in the hands of the anti-
umomsts.  That they had only two or three services
in the church dunng the year,  That the union party
informed them that «f they were to secure the services
of an acceptable mimister and receive aid from the
Home Mission Committee for one year a self-sustaun
ing charge could be gathered by holding meetings in
the Town Hall.  The tepurt was received, the Com-
nuttee thanked for ther diligence,and it aasresulved to
wait for the further action of the congregation.  There
was read & communication frum the Rev. John Fraser
tendering his resignation of the pastoral charge of
Knox Church, Kincardine, owing to 11l health.  The
resignation was lawd on the table and Mr, McQueen
was appuinted v preach and cite the congregation on
Sabibath, the 13th day of January, tv ar pear for ther
mterests at a meeung of Presbytery to! . held in Knox
Church, Kincardine, on the first Tuesday of February
at 2 o'dduch pan. A icalar letter was read frum the
Forcgn Missin Cunmuttee anfuriung this court that
Messrs. MacMillan of Muunt Forest, and McLean of
Biyih, were appuinted to address the cungregations of
the buunds on the subject of Foreyyn Missions and
ashiny that arrangements be wade accordingly.  On
mution of Mr. Strauth «w was resolved, “ That the Pres-
Lytery recugiuses the great impurtance of Foreign
Missiwis and agrees to give thew that pre- emincnce
which inats judgment they deserve, but inasmuch as
artangements for missivnary meetings have becn
made at a previous meeting and cannot now be
<hanged, the plan proposed by the Fuicign Mission
Lommatiee, is :n the wrcumstances impracticable.
The Yresbytery s thercfure cunstraned respectfully
to dedhine the uffer contained o the arculat now read.”
Messrs, Millar and Andrews were heard in relation to
the Missiun Statwons of Riversdale and Enniskillen
respectisely wahang fur supply of preaching. It was
agreed to ubtain the scrvices of a probativaer to labor
betwcen these congregations.  Agreeable to petiias
frum Salem Church, Elderslic and Chesley, the pas-
toral tic hithertu existiny between Mr. Bethune and
Salem Church was dissolved and his services confined
to Chesley. Chesley promises to pay the same stipend
as hitherto raised by both rongregations, iz, $yuo.
Mzr. Smith was appointed to preach and declare Salum
Church vacant on as carly a Sabbath in January as
practicable, he was also appointed moderator of its
session. A petition and complaint of Mr. Wm. Mec-
Laughlin was rcad complaining of an action of the
session of Chesley in suspending him from the privi-
leges of the Church.  After hearing parties in the
case it was resolvcd to sustain the action of the session
of Chesley, complained of, notwithstanding certain
irregularitics in the proceedings in the case, and that
Mr. McLaughlin be required to sign a paper apolo-
gising for his conduct before the Scssion, and with.
drawing statements made by him which might imply
charges against members of the Session, and that Mr.
McLaughlin on subscribing such a paper reccive cer-
tificate of membership.  Mr McLaughlin having
signed the paper of apology received his certificate
accordingly. There was read a call from Prince
Arthur’s Landing addressed to Mr D. McKerracher,
missionary, signed by sixty-nine members and ad-
herents and accompanicd by a promise of the congre-
gation that his stipend should be $500 per annum
with manse. The call was sustained and ordered to
be forwarded to Mr. McKerracher. The Rev. D,
Camcroen, minister, and Messrs.  Bldir and  Millar,
clders {Mr. Millar, convener), were appointed & Com-
miltes to visit all the supplemented congregations of
the bounds, with the view if possible to reduce the
rate of sypplement for the next ycar and to report to
next méqting of Presbytery—~A. G. FORBES, Pres.
Clevk, © .

P. S—Kirk Sessions arc requested to forward
answers to the questions on the state of religion to the
Conveder of the Commihittee, Rev.” A, Sutherland,

Dingwall P,O., so as to cnable the Committee to
prepare their repott for the next meeting of Presbytery.
The renuts of General Assembly are to be considercd,
and comnussioners to the Genernl Asscinbly appoint
ed at next meeting of Presbytery.—A. G, F.
PRrespvTRERY oF LoNDON.~The Preshytery of
Londua met on December 18th, Rev. Neil McKinnon,
Moderator, in the chair.  The innuutes of last meeting
were read and sustamned. A petiton from the con-
gregauon of Hyde Fark was read and supported by
Rev. Do McMillan,  The Presbytery agreed to recene
the pettion, and to cite Hyde Park congregation to
appear for its interests at the next meeting—Rev. Mr.
Henderson, of Hyde Park, to supply Komoka, as
formerly. The committee appuinted to enquire into
the condition and relationsup of church property in
Zurta repurted, and the report was reccived.  The Rev.,
M. McPherson, of Sturatford, appearcd on behalf of
the Stratford Presbytery.  After a lengthy discussion
in reference to the right of junsdicton over the pro-
perty, which the several Presbyteries claim, it was
unammoeusly agreed to refer the matter for sciiloment
to the bynod of Hamilton and London. A call was
presented frum the congregation of Ayhner and
Springficld, addressed to Rev. Mr. Mclntyre, promis.
Ing a salary of $700. The call was sustained, and
ordered to be placed in Mr. Mclntyre's hands. A eall
frotn the congregations of Mandawmin and Moore
Linc, addressed to Rev. Abraham Beames, promusing
a mansc and $700, was presented.  The moderator's
comduct was approved, and the wall sustaned and
vrdered to be forwarded to Mr, Beamer. A commuttee,
consisting of Rev. Messes. Camelon, Thumson,
Abraham, and Murray, was appointed v allucate the
Foreyn Missions Commuttee to address the sanious
whgregativns thrvughuut the Presbytery buunds, A
letter frum Rev. Mr. Gauld, addressed to the Presby-
tery, o reference to alleged arrears of supend, was
read, and it was unanimously agreed that the letter Le
allowed toliconthe table.  Rev. Geo. Sutherland was
gtanted permissivn to moderate in a all at Port
Stanley. Rev. Mr. Cameclon asked permission to
moderate in a call fur the cengregation of Dorchester
and Crumbin, and also fur Belmont, which was granted.
A report frum the Cumunitice of Presb; tery appuinted
to meet with the cungregations in \Westminater, with
the ubject of uniing them into one charge, was read
by Rev. Mr.Camelon.  The report was reccived and
adupted, and the Presbytery agreed to dedlare the
cungregations of the third and eighthlines, Westminster,
onc Jharge, under the designation of North and Suuth
Westminster. The Presbytery resumed its sitting at
7.30 p.am., last night. A letter from Rev. Peter AMc
Diarmid, of Bear Creek and Burns' Churches, was
read, tendering the resignation of his charge on ac-
count of ill-health. The Presbytery agreed to accept
his resignation, and expressed their sympathy with Mr.
McDiarmid in the present circumstances. The re-
signation of Mr. Ferguson, of Alviston, Euphemia
and Brooke, which had been laid upon the table at a
previous meeting, was accepted, ard Rev. Mr. Mc
Kinnon was instructed to preach to the congregations
vacant on the sccond Sabbath of January next. Leave
was granted the congregations of Point Edward, Lobo,
English Settlement, and Proof Line, for moderations
at an carly date. The circumstances of Mrs. Scott,
widow of the late Rev. Robert Scott, of Jane Street,
New York, who, for fifteen years, labored in connce-
tion with the Canada Presbyterian Church, were
brought before the Presbytery, and it was unanimausly
agreed to recommend her case to the consideration of
the comrnittee in connection with the Widows’ Fund.
A committee, consisting of Rev. Messrs. Murray,
Frazer, Rennie, Goodwillie, Thompson, ministers ; and
Messrs. Cowan, Thompson, Nisbet, and Henderson,
Rev. Mr. Murray, convener, was appointed to arrange
for a Sabbath school convention.  Rev. Mr. Thomp-
son, of Sarnia, gave notice that at the next meeting
of the Presbytery he would move for a division of the
Presbytery. The Presbytery ordered all sessivn re-
totds to be produced for exammation at its next
regular meeting.  Mr. Farquhar McCrae, student of
divinity, being present, read trial discourses. for .ordi-
hation, The discourses were approved,.and Rev.

- Messrs. Thompson, Milloy, and Goodyillic were ap-

pointed a committee to examine Mr. McCrag in the
various subjects appointed by the Assembly. His
ordination was appointed to takeplace on the 3rd day
of January, 1878, Mr. Goldie 16 ‘préach, Mr. Wdlls to
address the people, and-Mr.-Sage the Minister. The,
Treasurer’s zeport was:zead ands.adopted, after which
the Presbytery adjournc% to meet in the same-place
on the third Tuesday of March, 1878, at 2 oiclock p.m.
The sedurunt closed with the benediction,



