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RISTORY AND FORMATION OF THE
ENGLISH LANGUAGE.

DY JAMKS HUTCIISON, M. A., M. D,

(Continued.)
NORMAN-PRENC ELEMENT.

Before the Norman Conquest in 1066, Englist had
begun to substitute an analytical for a synthetical
structu.e, but the Norman Iavasion cansod this with
other changes to take place moru rapidly.

Falwand the Confessor, who ascended the throno
of England fo 1041, when hio was forly years old,
and who had spent twenty seven years la Nor-
mandy, {ntriduced futo Eogland thofashions and lan.
guage of Normandy. Lawyers wroto thelr deeds,and
clergymen thelr sermons inNorman-French. Norman.
French, sprung from tho Latic brought lato Gaulby
the Romaas,became from this timo and more especlal-
ly after the conquest,the 1anguage of the court,of ths
clergy, aud cf all who sought advancemeat fn
church or state. The words introduced at this
period related chiefly to feudalism, war, law and tho
chase. For some timo it seemed doubtful whether
the English or the Normaa-Freach would become
the languago of the nation, but Eaglish gained tho

. day. locorporating with jtsclf many words of

Norman-French origin. In 1302, tho tllrty-

slxth yesr of the reign of Elward IIL.,it was direct.
cd Ly Act of Parliament that all pleadings in the
law courts should boesnducted in Eongllsh, French
Liaving become much uoknowa in the realm, As
Euglsh is possessed of a literature extending from
tbe ead ¢f tho cigith century, 1t i3 possiblo with
some distinctness to mark thochanges, together with
tho growtl and history of thie Jungnage. We may
cstimato ihe Engliah of the first period 28 extending
from A. D. 450 to 1100. The languagoe of this period
contalned o lurgs proportion of words of onesyliable
and vas an {oflectod lnoguage.

) There were vanous declensions aud Ave cases.

(2J ~The detiulte article was inflected.

(8) Pronouns hiad a dual .oumber.

(4) Gender was marked by the uominative end-
ing.

(8) The Infinltivo ended i gn, as drincan—to
drink, but the daiive tallmuve caded 10 anne (enac)
and was preceded Uy .

(6) The lmperfeet participle eaded in ends.

(). The passive participle was preceded by tho
prefix ge.

(8) Atk was thy codlog of the first, second, and
third persons plural of tha present tense, Indicative
wode.

(9) Intbe present subjunclive, pluml number,
these persons coded In on.

(10) In tlc past pluml indicative, the endings
wero ox (sometimes an).

(11) Tho sccond sing. past of weak verds coded in
8!, a8 lufede-st—thou loved-est; the corresponding
suflix of strong verds was c—~ns, aef-¢c- thou ctest or
aldst eat; slep-c—thou slepteest.

(12) The future tense was suppled by the pre
scnt with some word conveying futurity, as, Ae
comes to-mornie. Shall and will were principal
verbs, and not usually employed as fense nuxili-
arles.

LITERATURE OF TIIE FIRST PERIOD.

* Tho History of tho Church of the Angles,” by
Bode.

** Tho Paraplirese,” by Beowulf,

Religious poetry on thu creation, by Cedmon.

Translation of the Pealms, Bede's History, and
ZZEsop's Fablus into Uld English, by Alfred.

A Latin Grammar, and cighty scrmons in Ol
English by Xifric.

FROX 1100 A. D., TO 1230 A. D.

The Englith of tho second period may be cstl
mated asextending from 1100 te 1250 A. D, Dur
fog this perlod thie process of fusion Letween the
Eoglish and the French lavguages was fn active
operaticn,  The first and most Jmportant change
that took pldce was o the orthograpby, and this
conslisted chlefly In a weakesnfng of the word-cnd-
.ngs.

(1) The tadefinito articlo an (a) was formed from
the numicral,

(2) Many-plarals i en (an) wero changed intoee.

(8) Now forms of pranouas cams into uso.

() Shall and wird began to bo used as uuxlllar{es
of the futuro tense.

(8) The inflnitive began to drop the final a, nnd
to preflx fo,

In Old Eaglish adfcctives wero compared by ter-
minations, but tho languago now begen to adopt
frown the Norman-French tho use of auxiliary words,

The geaitivo or posscssivo cass ln Old English
caded In s, From tho Norman-French the prepo,
sitional forin was adopted sothat fa Modorn Eog-
lish wehavo two ways of expressiug tho ssme idea,
a8, tho Linges throne, or tho theona of ke &ing.

Literature.—(1) Later -portions of the SBaxon
Chronicle.

@) - Brut,” (n transiation from tho French
chrosicler, Wace), by Layamon.

(3) The Ormulum, a Mctrical Paraplirase of
Scripture.

FROM 1230 A. D., T0 1400 A. D.

Durlng this perind Eoglish showed its ascend-
aucy over {td rival Norman French.

Abaut 1800, participles In éngs began to appear.
aud about 1460 they dropped the flual & Tho pas-
sive partticiple of strong verbs erded ln 63, ore,
The termination ¢ was»a fmportant ono and repre-
sented various inflections, as sunewsun; smals Lirds;
softemmsoftly. “Heim thoughte that his Aerte wolde
breke” (Chaucer). Aboutthoend of this period
the use of tho fina} e becamo irregular and uacer-
taip.

Literstnre.~~(1) * Rhyming History o! Eogland”
by Robert of Gloucester.

@2} * Picrs Ploughman™ by Longlande.

@ Ounu.thury Tales” by Ctmuetr.

(4) ** Travcls In thé East” by Joha Mandevitle.

(5) * Translation of the Biblo” by John Wyeliffe.

FROX 1400 A. 1. 10 THR PRESEST TIME

This period has been distinguaished by tho intro-
duction of printing and tho wide diffuciva of litera
ture. During the Reonalssance, or Revival of Litera-
ture, in the sixtienth century, much attention was
given to the study of the Latin and Greck authors,
and masy words of a c!asslcal origin wero fntro-
dnced intoBaglish, Beforo 1528 it {s hard to find a
Latin work in tho gencral’ vocsbulary which amnol
bo traced to Norinau-French. After 1528 such woils
1.4 scientific, figurative, celedrate, impression, ambitiozs,
visslation, generozily, malicious, portentous, and otliers
of 8 classlcal origin frequently occur.

Tho great advancement fo science and arts has

cansed the introduction of-tecbuical terms which
ato almost invariably borrowed from Latin -and
Greek. The following ara examples s—

From ke Latin—Aurist, Ocuhst, Dentist, Loonmo.

tire, ctc.
From the Groek.—Telegraph, Telephone, Dhotophone,
Gtalogy. Panorama, Aathketic, ctc.

Jodern English is, a8 hias been stated, & composite
language, tbo understructuro ¢« basls Leing Old
English. Greek, Laun. Freoch, Spanish, Portu.
guese, and Keltic havo all conlnbuted in a greater
or less degreo, to swell itsvocabulary. A anmber
of words from almost every country in the world
Liave been adoplod¥snd incorporated fnto Eugilish.

It Is estimated that there are in the Eoglish lan-
guage ucarly 40,000 words fn common usc, and that
of these about 25,000 are Old Bnglish If weinclude
in our éstimate words used fn scicnce and art, the
number of words to English willamount toupwards
of 80,000,

About tLirty-two out of every forty wonls, as
used by our best authors, are of Eoglish origin , the
remaining 8-40ths are ckizfly of Latin origln.

Profecsor 3larsh has mado out a.table giviog the
followlng results :—

SAXON WORDS IN EVERY FORTT.

In Robert of Gloucester, thero are in pp. 834-304,
$8; in New Testament, thirteen chiapters, 87; in
Chaucer, two Tales, $7; Sir T. llorc. seven folio
pages, 84; Shskespears, three acts, 86, Milton's

'L°Allegro, 86; Milion's Paradiso Lost, 83; Pope’s

Essay on Man, 83; Macaulsy's Essay on Bacon, 80;
Cobbott's Essay on Indltn Corn, chap. xi, 89; Rus.

_kiu's Paluters, 20; Ruakin's Elemcots of Drawlng,

83; Tennyson's In Memoriam, 80.

From-this tablo {§ will bo scen tnat tho Now Tea
tament, Bhakespoaro, and Tcnnyson havo a very
high proportion of words of Eczlish origia, so that
tuoso who desire to cultivate an English as opposed
to a Latinized style shiould devoto thelr attontlon w0
thosa.  *“Tha Pilgtim’e Peageeas ts ana of tha best
spocimens of puro English” If wo take an Eoglish
Dictiohary and comparo the number of wonds of
English orlgin with thoso of Wp!edona. (tlat {s, of
forciga origin) wo will not find the proportion so
large ns that which has beea glvea abovo.

‘Tho proportion will be fouud to bs nbout tweoty-
fivo out of overy forty. Tho rcason lor & greator
proportion being found 10 sextences s very evidont,
Most of tho links or connecting \vonls aro of Eazlish
origin. and 83 these will of Ity occur frequent
ly, a correspondiag proporilon of words of English
origla will bo found. A preference for the use of an
English style of writing has beea growing steadily
for roany years. Afthough our language s becom-
ing coostantly ealarged by tuo lacorpnration of for-
¢ign wonls, yet almost any welter of standing withia
the last twenly years makes uso of fower words of
forcigo origin than did writers a huodred years
ago.

SCHOOL-ROOM HEADACHES.

Maoy pcople who have public-schoo! teachers
amoog tbeir acquaiatance, ave ficaly of the opinlon
that tho school-foom has a hesdacke system all its
00, and their Impression would be sirengtheued If
thoy were to Interview Loys aud girls. There is
oothing strange about the complaint, the only won-
der is that it {3 not contlouous, and that anybody
escapes i Wath systems of “heating aod ventila-
tion that aro almost uniformly defective, and worso
yet, under tho coatrol' of janitors Who imve no
koowledge whutever of thess departménts of lhelr
buslnms, and who areas aptas any other meén to
ncglect or desplise ‘\halevcr they do not undcmmd
many of our school-rooms aro boxcs almost hermet!-
cally sealed, futo which hot air Is being driven and
compressed, ‘Tho Leat is frequently intulerable; the
expired bresth and other ph) sical cinanations of the
cbildren pollute the air to a degree cxtmmcly dm-
_gerous to hiealth; so .cachcrs and chlldmn wlo az
nino o'clock cmcrcd tho room in mr ficalth avd
spirits, eticrge at foon With listless step, aching
head, 2nd deranged vital organs. Showld a teach-
¢r's nature protest against brcalhing In polscn and
swelicriog in t, up gows a window, and stra!gh&-
way all the children in Its immediate vicinity.aro
chilled, nud temporarily relieved from ono danger
only to submit to another. Tho condition of tho
air of school-1ooms i3 no secret to boards of educa-
tion; it has beea tho subjoct of somo statistics by
cxperts, which forcibly suggest the Black Hole of
Calcutts, but what 18, or bas been done, to rewcedy
it How wany teachers aro competent to use such
ventilating facilitics as their rooms poss:ss? Thelr
owa frequect hcadachu, and those of the lhelpless
children, show ‘that the number s very amnall; and
tho same effects jadicats that but few janitors need
fear.to compare their records with that of the late
lamentod King Herods—M ¥, Herald,

OFFICIAL NOTICE.

New text-books on arithmctic and a new sexics of
copy-books prescribod by tho Board of Education:

&Lho Elementary Arithmetic published hy M. 8,
Hal), Fredericton, and the scries of copy-books pub~
lisiod by J. & A. NcMillan, §t. Joln, ehsall, oo and
after April 1st, 1887, bo the books in ure in the pub-
lic schoolsin all czses whero puplisbegin tho subject
of arlthmelic or of ‘writlog, or roqulm new books on
theso subjects, justead of Malhglland’a Elementary
Arithmetic, aad Staples’, or Payson, Duaton and
Scribner's eupy-books

Wat..Crock
Chlet Supt. of Eduealion.
Education Office, Frodericton,
Nor. 23th, 1338, }



