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through the mud. The rate which it
waB possible to travel in stage coaches
depended on the elements. In spring,
when the roads were water.cboked and
rut-gullied, the rate miglit be reduced
to two miles an hour, for several miles
on the worst sections. The coaches
were liable to be embedded in the mud,
and the passengers had to, dismount
and assist in prying them out by means
of rails obtained from the fences. 'I

Sncb was the condition of the roads
tup to, and for a considerable turne after,
1830, and sucb were the means pro-
vided for the public wbo were forced
to use them, and it can easily be con-
ceived that the inducements for plea-
sure tripe were s0 questionable that
the only people who journeyed, either
by land or water, were those whose
business niecessities compelled them to
ýdo so. Even in 1837, the only road
near Toronto on which it was possible
to take a drive was Yonge Street,
whicb bad been macadamized a dis-
tanceof twelve miles. But theimprove-
ments since then, and the facilitiez for
quick transit, have been very great.
The Government bas spent large sums
of money in the construction of roads
and bridges. A systei of thorougli
grading and drainage bas been adopt-
ed. In wet swampy land, the corduroy
has given place to macadamized or
gravel roads, of which there are about
4,000 miles in the iýrovince.t Old log
bridges have been superseded by stone,
iron, and well-constructed wooden
ones, s0 that in the older sections the
fariner is enabled to reacli bis market
with a well-loaded waggon during the

'Trout.

t [n order to ascertain the number of miles-of macadamized roads in the P>rovince, afterhunting in vain in other quarters, I addresseda cireular to, the Clerk of the County Councilin each county, and received thirty repiliesout of thiity-seven. From these I gatherecthat there wvere about the number of milesabove stated. Several replied that they hadno0 means of giving me the desired informa-tion, and others thought there were about somany miles. I was forced to, the conclusionthat the road accounts of the Province werenot very systematically kept.

fait and spring. The old system of
tlsasbeen pretty much done away

witb, and even in the remote town-
Ssbips, the Goverument lias been alive
to the importance of uninterrupted
communication, and bas opened up
good central bighways. The batteaux
and sailing vessels as a means of travel 'with the old steamer and its cramped-
Up cabin in the hold, and slow pace,
have decaved and rotted in the dock
yard, and we have now swift bouts,
with stately saloons riinning from bow
to Stern, fitted in luxurious style, on1
eitber aide rows of coinfortable sleep-
ing rooms, and withi a table d'hôte
served as well as at the firat clasa mo-
dern lotel. Travelling by steamers
now is no longer a tediously drawn
out vexation, but in propitious weather
a pleasure. A greater change bas taken
place in our land travel, but it je much,
more recent. The railroad bas rooted
out the stage, except to unimportant
places, and you can now take a Pul-
man at Toronto at 7 p.m., go to bed
at the proper time, and get up in Mon-
treal at 10.30 anm. the next day. The
first railroad on which. a locomotive
was mun was the -Northern, opened in
1853, to Bradford. Since that time up
to tbe present we have built, and in
operation, 3,478 miles, and have 510
under construction or contract.

Washington, in bis farewell ad-
dresa, saye : ' Promote, then, as an
object of primary importance, institu-
tions for the general diffusion of know-
ledge. In proportion as the structure
of a gov ernment gives force to public
opinion, it ia essential that public opin-
ion should be enlightened.' Fifty yeare
ago educ ttion, even in the older and
more enlightened countries, did not
receive that attention which itB im-
portance.to the well-being of society
an the state demanded, and it us on ly
during recent yeare, comparatively
speaking, that the education of the
masses bas been eystematically at-
tempted. Jndeed, it used to be thought
by meni of birth and culture, that to
(ducate the poor would lead to etrife
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