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ON TRE SU1BJEOT 0F CHRISTIAN TJNITY.

MION. JOHN 'MACDONALD).

Uicth spirit of~ Christian unity growling cirnougr the churchesIe is not a, Close observer of tMie forces w'h.iich are at work
-ho is flot prcpared. to say yes iniiiswcer to this question. What

inarvellous chancres hiave, becii %vroiigIt iu this direction ini the last
£orty ycars. The linoes w'hiieh separatcd not iinisters oiily but
layinen of tie varions dcnoniinations in exil inatters of clirch -%vork.
wcrer sharply dcfiiied, SQ sharply iuîdecd that, to thie outside w'orld it
appcaired that, thcy had nothing nii COmmonQ. IL 'a for exaliplc a
ratre thingr for a Methodist iniister to bje founid fillinglc al 1esbytcriian
pulpit or a- IPresbytcriau il uiister that, of a tMethodist, Coligregation.
E qually rarie w-sit for layincn of varions churches to lieý jointly
as>sociatcd on coînmittccs (cxcept indeced that of thie Bible Society)
for any inatter relating to Christian eflbort of a geniieril ch;îracter,
their action beinig strictly confined to work ini their owNv dcnioniiaz-
.tionis, lookîrig cis t1ley too of'tell did -ith scait, fav Our uponî the w'ork
..of thiti br-tltreln of Other. chlurChes.

Forty ycears ago, and the very suggestion to have a psailm or at-
hymnn found lu the Collection of onie elîurch addeil to thait of another
w-voiild haive beeni rcceived Nvith disîniay if not w-itlî lorror. Forty
yecars zigo, mid by reason of the prepoiidcra«,iice of ýa spirit of bigoty
o0vcî the Clîristlikze spirit of chan-ity, the action of eeach clnîrch, if
iiot expre-ssed 'iii words, w-as iievcrthecless borne out in its coaiduct to,
othcrs. ILs lauguatz-ge being: "The Temple of thle Lord, the Temple

-of the Lord are. wc." And ain-ii: '« Cole not, ucar to Ile for I ail
houier than thu"I.lxv. 5.

Forty ycears.igo, and it w-as an munheard of thing for the inembers
-Of olne denlonijuation to invite the brothcerly aid of the mlelibc-s of
.iîny othor in the extension of iL-s Cclîhl or college eniterprises.

rioî-Ly years ago, aud the social iinterconi-se of clîurch iiie-,iicrs wils
-very lavcly if not entirely confined to those connected w'ith their

-:D»In dlenloînintieonl.


