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stands the case? Vie challenge the world to state a solitary, serious question
that evangelical scholarship has been afraid to face. That ive are saine-
times silent before men wvho are flot open to conviction, men who
have sinned awvay their eyes and ears, proves nothing. Christ wvas
sulent before Calaphas and I-erod and Pilate. Life is too short to debate
with cranks and sinall men in pursuit of notoriety. But we are afraid of no
serious practical question. It is true that Rome persecuted Gallilco. At
the instigation of bis jealous scientific co-/aboirateurs, Rome persecuted Gai-
lileo, and wrouid do the sanie thing again if a sufficient prize in dollars and
cents could be offéred; and, however much priestismn and quackery inay fear
the light, the attitude of evangelical Christianity towards ail enquirers is that
of open, fearless challenge. This world stili needs to, be taughit that al
Christian s are not of necessi ty fools. Cliristianity isnfot amumnbling, cringing
mendicant, hat ini hand, begging by the wayside for pity and patronage. It
is God's kingdom on earth, and in the naine of logic and of common-sense it
demands that it be treated with ordinary decency and scientific fairness.
Pour on the electric light. Thrust it into the crucible. Apply ail the tests of
"'Higher'riticisni," and let us know the resuits. ie have no fear.

(4). But wvhat is the oiitlook in view of the COnimuniUflic spirit that is
abroad ? The Newv Testament has been appealed to in support of modemn
communisni but the answer has not been to the liking of the appellants. The
answer has been, first, ilhat the communismn of the apostolic times was a coin-
munity flot of possession but of use only; secondly, tliat it iras Chtristianz coin-
mnsm: men of exalted piety and transparent honesty "had ail things in
commonY1 It does not follow froin this that the Ilsunfish »and Ilwharf-rat"
should have liberty to put their hands into the pockets of the sober, the frugal,
the intelligent and refined. But what does ail this commotion mean ? Does
it flot seein as if God were touching the world ? And, as a consequence, men
are strugghing towards the New Testament doctrine of the equality of mankind.
Their methiodsmnay'be wrong: their views of mieumi and tuurn, may be alto-
getherastra>'. But many of them are yet in darkness-all ofiliern are depraved,
and it seemns to, me that when the great principle of this, ail but universal,
agitation is careful>' separated frorn the sins and absurdities of its manifesta-
tions, that the nations ivili be found nearer to, the New Testament ideal of
justice, equalit>', mutual concession and good-will.

The outlook, then, is cheering ; it is full of hope. Christianity neyer hiad such
a hold upon the world as it lias to-day. Thiere are more lovers of the Truth
noîv than ever before. There is more freedoni. There is more Christian
activity. There is greater light. The îvorthless will be dropped or super-
seded in the progress of the race. The good, the true, the useful, ivili live.

The out-look, too, is stimulating. IlThese are the tumes that try men's souls."1
There neyer iras a time %vhen such chances of usefulness and honor opened
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