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ON MINISTERIAL ASSISTANTSHIPS.
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Tlie subjcct, of Ministerial Assistantshiips bias of late been
more or less discussed iii the Canadian Preshyterian Clutrchi
papers, and it, seems soniewhiat strange thiat the natter lias not
be-en taken up more carnestly, and before this tiine pur, into
greneral practice. We presuine to tliiik that thie position of
assistant to an experienced uiniister would bc found very
heneficial to our young licentiates, wlio are often hiurried inito
the pastorate litn any cases %vithout any experiniental know-
ledge hou' the business of the Session, or the Board of -Mana-
gers, or other parts of Chiurch work shiould ho conducted. Ini
ail the other ieariied professions, as they are called, ail ap-
prenticeshiip, is considered necessary, and th~e aspirant, to office
inust pass sonie, timne under the direction of ant experienced
ineinher of the profession lie seeks to enter.

With the Church licentiate it is different, and uu'hile the
professors of Pastoral 'lhcoi ogy, Ho!nel ities, aild Chiu rch
Governament, mnay now, in these days, devote soîne trne to the
practical %vork of the pastorate and thie Order of Procedure in
Cliurcli Courts, there are parts of the w'ork of the mîuiniister
whici caui only bc acquired by actual expcurience in a regu Iarly
orgc.anized congcregration. It is qui te tru e also, that ou r students
througrh the knowledge graincd iii the mission field, have ail,
immense advantage over those entering« the mninistry in the
olden tinte, for whioi nuo suchi work Nvas available; iu fact thcey
-%vere uxot perinitted to open their lips in puiblie until they liad
received licence to prcachi. But after ail Mie advantages at-
taiuîalle iu thie Diviinitv Hall aud IMission Field, we have mnet
nmany 3roung miinisters Nvlho liave told us thcy liave never heen
preseut at a meeting of Session, had not, thie least, idea how
such, should bc conducted, nor the frauning of the minute

(Whlichi they hatve often to do), to record the sanie witiout, even
asessioni book, as they %vere the first pastors of the coîîgrega-

tion to whichi thiey hiad been called.
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