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Tirza Ann’s Prize Squash.

By Edith A. Barber.

Tirza Ann was feeding the calves.
1t seemed to Tirza Ann she was al-
ways feeding calves, but she reasoned
she might as well be feeding cnlves
as doing anything e¢lse. That was
about the extent of Tirza Ann's ren-
soning. For years she had bheen the
“all round” help at the big farm on
the hill, and that to her was heaven
and carth. More than that, she d!d not
know, and, perhaps, just as well, she
daid not carc to. An occaglenal new
calf, the last brood of chickens, the
Quality of the recent churning,—were
toplcs of the most vital linportance to
her. If she ever looked at the horizon
and wontered what Iny beyond, ft was
in ¢ vazue, {ncomprehensive way. Thir-
ty yea)s ngo she had heen taken from
the county farm, a poor llttle slmple
waif of eight years, and carrled to this
VASt estate on the hill, where she had
remalned ever since. The boarders who
flocked there summers termed her “the
drudge.” but ahe aid not care if she
heard them, for I don't.think she knew
the meaning of the word.

Tirzn Ann scemed fully satisfied
with her lJot. She had food to cat,
clothes to wear and plenty to occupy
her attentlen, and she could not under.
stand why any mortal should ask for
more.

I sald fully satisfled. But ne, she
wanted one ting, and that with all the
intensity that her poor, stunted roul
nosscssed. 7 hht one thing was n Diey-
cle. Now "irza Ann was not utted by
nature for auch an artifl (al inventlon,
Her “six-Taot™” figure war thinandangu-
lar, her nose long and sharp. and her
mouth extremely large, while her low
forchead was crowned with a few scan.
ty red locks,  Resides thls, ahie wax
near-sighted, and more *han all clsa,
she had o decided Iack of courage.
wwhich Is a great requisite £ = one 1earn-
ing to ride a wheel. In spite of all,
however, she had resolved (n-her feeble
way 1o some thne own a bleycle.

Only once defore hBad she sfhown an
Interest In anything qutxlde the abjects
of her everyday Ufe, and that was some
yecars befare, when Hirany, the “hired
help™” next door, came over and sat
beslde her on thie back s1o0n, Thia was
the bWeginning of a courtahip  that
might have cnded In a far different
manner, had 1t not been for Ars Hud-
»on, the praciical, matter.nl-facthou w-
keeper, who sent <%ie unfortunate lii-
rum about hix dusineas and soundly
Rinca then
ahe had nardly dzarefl te encourage an
{ndependent thought, until  recently,
when the sight of hr summer Ruesty
on thelr hright, shining wheels had In-
apired Bor with the wiid resolutlion to
rome Aay poakens wne of her ovn. How
xhe WaAR Rolng 1o get onte ghe ¢{@ not
know, but 0 havs anc she had fully
made up her mind.—~a thing she had
never dsne Before.

Year aJler year went by and still
Tirza Ann' Meycle acoemed as  far
OXLY A eVer.

Daldes focding calvex, Tirza Ann
had to ahedl pezk but tuis eccuputieon

.sht rather anjoyed, for i3 RAve her A

chance 10 20t dewn and rost a spelt
TIERR AN WRE AWAYS on the alert
7or yexting spells, She ured 10 take her
barketl of puas out on the back stonp,
where 1t war cool and pazdy. and she
couild wateh the humbleteca iy {n and
ot of the aQquash and cncumber dlno-
ROMS.

One morning che w28 opening  the
Pods In Rer urual mechanioal menner,
when & COUDIZ OF YOURSE Men auekts of
the houre cama obt with shovals to dig
xngle worns for thhing.  1lad Tirza
Ann been & Keen HMdserver ¢f human
Narere, ahe wonld have Mn &Kl oner
that these were : 2ocimeans »f tha mMmok.
orn bollege spovt. I doudt that © wouid
BLYa Inprersed har at all, cven If the
Hiad realized the fact.

ulr moming, RWovever, a oxpark of
tntcremt wwae kindled 1n hor feshic mind
DY what the FOUNS D Wehe sAYIng.
Parhapa L was becwicse tho tople Was
akin 1o the frw that TirzaR Ann wae
ACQUAINIAN withh Anyhow, ale listoned.
One wag telliag 67 oMo faormOUN
AQuashen 2o had mten At A NMale falr,
ane that e had lamed they wore
mada to grow that size by feeding thom
with mllik. Tirza Ann started. Sbhe
wu calves with milk & gocd JAZY

years, uut never had she heard of feed.
ing squishes. She almost dropped her
peas in amazement, Opening  her
mouth, she leaned forward to learn
more of this atrange fdea. To make
the matter plainer to hia companlon,
the young man pointed out the “feel.
ers” on the vines growing near, and ex-
plained how the milk was prepaured and
placed where this lttle part of the vine
could absorb it.

Tirza Ann dld not understand the
language, but she grasped the blea, and
everything clso was forgotten while she
engerly lstened, as the young man told
of a prize of 350 offered for the blg-

gest squash exhiblted at the fall fair In
a nelghboring town. Tlrza Ann start.
ed aguln, and this time some peas es-
caped from her blue cotton apron. Why
couldn’t she rajse some big squashes?
She had fed o many calves in her
Hfetime, she almost knew she could
feed  squarhes. And then, unother
{dea~—g0 many new thoughts almost
made her head ache,~why couldn’t she
cunrry It to the falr, “s'pozin’ it war ranl
big'* Perhaps she could get the prize
and buy her bicycle!

From that day Tirza Ann was a
changed helng. She had an alm in life,
something to work for.

In a secluded corner of the back yard,
Tirza Ann had rajsed for ycars a gar-
den of sunflowers. These were her par-
ticular property, the only thing she had
ever called her own, and not a person
wasg allowed to intrude upon that sa-
cred ground. Afternoons, when other
members of the houschold were scated
in cumfortable chuairs and hammocks
ocut on the cool front pluzza, or were
playing golf and tennis, Tirza Ann
would steal quictly out of the back
door and carctuly remove the weeds
from her “posy ganlen,” as she called
ft. To her the sunflowers were old
friends, und she would talk to them in
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The Young Man and the World

And other papers—a new naper-coverea book, containing the following articles
which were recently printed in The Saturday Evening Post, which
crcated such a demand that back numbers were bought by thie thousands
by employers to give to young men.
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Gotting and Keeplrg

The Making of a Ralfroad Man

ByJT.

General Manager of the Hiinkds

To auy one sending Twentyfice Cexis
for a three months® trixl subseription to

The papers in “his little book are:

Does a College Education Pay?

By Grover Clzveland

Fonmer President of the United States

The Young Man and the World

By Aibert J. Beveridge

United States Senator from Indiana

Poverty No Bar to ¢ Public Career

By John J. Ingzlis :

Former United States Seastor frol Kansas

a Rusiness Pozition

By Robert €. Odden
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