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The Happy Life.
How happy Je be born and taught
That serveth not another’s will,
Whoze armour {s hls honest thought,
And simple truth his utmost skill !

Who God doth late and early pray
More of his grace than gifts to lend,

And entertain: the harmless day
With a wellchosen book or friend.

Thig man 18 freed from servile bands
Of hopo to rise, or fear to fall—
rond of himself, though not of lands;
And, baving nothing, yet hath all.

THE LAND oF THB RISING SUN.
L
Japan i3 an anclent and extensive em-
plre, consisting of about four large and
wany small islands, sald to be about
4,223 in all. The empire comprises an
srey estimated at 47,697 square mifes,
with & population in 1890 of 40,072,684,
Japan is sald to possess a written his-

tory of over two thousand five hundred
years, and ite sovereigns to have formed
an ynbroken dynasty since 660 B.C., the
Ppregent emperor being the hundred and
twenty-first 0f his race.

. Within the last fow years Japan has
made unparalleled progress in civiliza-
tiog, and tbe adoption of Western man-
.nerg and customs. The feudal system
under which the country wes governed
hag peen abolished, and the first national
Parliament, the outcome of the constitu-
tion granted by the emperor, met in the
autymn of 1830,

] BESOURCES,

Japan is very mountafnous, and not
mope than one-sixth of its area is avail-
able for cultivation; though agriculture,
on which they bestow great care, is the
principal occupation of the Japanese.
The soll 18 productive, teeming with
every variety of agricultural produce.
Among the vegctable productions may
be poted the camphor-tree, paper mul-
berry, and a lacquer-tree which furnishes
the celebrated * lacquer " of Japan. The
tobacco-plant, tea-shrub, potato, rice,
wheat and other cereals are also culti-
vated. Copyer, iron and sulphur abound;
gola and silver mining i3 prosecuted on
e small scale, It possesses a fair sup-
ply of midéling coal.

The coasts are extremely rich in fish,
ang possess many fine harbours. It has
an grmy of nearly 260,900 men.

In the open country rice and wheat

flelds abound, overywhere indicating
skilled and careful ugriculture,
: CUSTOMS,

Meals are sgerved on small, squarc
tables, about a foot 4n height, onc teble
being Provided for each person, who sits,
-of course, on the floor.
The meal over, the
tables are removed.

Frequent bathing, in
water of a high tem-
perature, ic a habit of
the Japancse. The bath
18 heated by a charcoal
furnace, connected with
ong sgide of the tub, It
13 pot always deecmed
needful to <change the
‘water for each bather,
any guests at hotels
fing it, dificult to secure
absolute privacy during
their ablutions,

Writing of the social
condition of the Japan-
€53, Mr. Maclay ex-
preggses the conviction
“that, generally speak-
ing, ‘the Jspanese men
make kind and affec-
tionate husbands, and
the women make vir-
tuoys and exemplary
wlves and mothers, and
the children gare cer-
talnly the bappiest lit-
tle {mps in the world:
thelr parents fondle
snd spoll them most
effectnnally, and. at the
sime time, nover ioso
their ~ coptro]  over
them.” Though the

THB CITADEL OF

husband bas absolute control over the
person of his wife, he does not seem to
abuse his power, as a general rule,
though, of course, exceptions to the rule
oceur,

RRLIGION.

The primitive religion of Japan is
Shintolsm, which is the worship ot the
Invisible by a slmple pastoral com-
munity.

Buddhism, brought by missionaries
from China early in our era, was eagerly
received by Japan, and to-day the num-
ber and magnificence of {ts temples
sbow the hold it took on the nation.

The Buddhists are the champion mon-
astery-builders of the world. Thelr love
for nature. which is a characteristic idea
of Buddhism, was prominently seen in
the cholce of sites for their mon-
asterfes.

Christianity was first introduced into
Japan in 1549, by Spanish Jesuits, who
in a short time counted their converts
by thousanda., But {nterference with
things teinporal, intriguing and con-
spiracy, brought banishment to the
Jesuits, and the decree of 1587 with its
edict of extermination of all Christlaps.

In 1853 two treaty ports were opened
to forelgners, and before very many
years were past, misstonary stations were
everywhere formed, and Japan was as-
ts‘iduously introducing Western civiliza-

on.
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80CIAL OONDITIONS,

Regarding the soclal condition of the
Japanese, the women, though they have
more liberty than any other Asfatic wo-
men, are far from enjoying the privi-
leges of women In Europe or America.
And that they are treated no worse than
they aro 18 due more to the inherent
gentleness of Japanese manners than to
any recognition of what is due to wo-
men.

Except in the houses of native Chris-
tians, or Japanese who have lived abroad
and become thoroughly impregnated with
Western ideas, a wife or daughter is
merely an upper gervant. In theory the
wife of every man. from the Mikado
downwards, performs the offices of a
valet to him. Women of quite high
rank keep their husbands’ clothes
bruched and mended, and see that every-
thing they may require is to hand. It
is the custom for Japanese ladies to
make their own clothes and those of
their children, and their -husbands’, too,
when the latter do not wear European
dress,

Except when she is exchanging hos-
pitalities, a woman devotes herselt to
the -are of her household, of her chil-
dren, of her husband, and her husband's
parents, it ghe {8 so uynfortunate as ty
have them. For the Japanese woman
the mother-in-law has terrors unknown

patriarchal households that it is quite
the rule for a son to bring his wife home
to Hve in his father's bousehold. Thore,
capecially if she be the first daughterin-
law, she may llvo a life ot utter drudg-
ery. Sho Is oxpected to walt on evay
ong ia the house oxcept the servants, to
be a sort of housckeeper under her
mother-in-law, and the old people ofien
troat their daughter-in-law with ail tie
severity and tyranny possible to thelr
mild and philosophical nature. A wifo
has no redress unloas she s in the ata-
tion of a servant or has powerful par-
ents. If the former she zimply gots
uneasy and goes into service agaln,

CBIZF CITIRS.

Ono of the carlicat points of’attraction
to tho visitor in Japan, is Yokohama, the
commercial capital. It is a cosmopoiitan
city, almost all nationalitics being re-
presented, hence it is no! the mast
favourable place to study Japanese Hfe
The streets are wide and zas-lighted, apd
the bay fiiled with ehipping, a greater
part of which fiies tho national flag of
Japan, for besides a large coasting ficet.
Japan possesses saaAuy war vessels, all
manued and officered eatirely by Jap-
anese.

Seventecn miles inland {8 Tokyo, the
capital, a ciiy of two and a hzlf million
inhabitants, The city is Intersporsed
with so many temples and groves that
it occupies an area at least oqual to
London, England, with its 5.000.000 of &
population. .

The castle or citadel of Tokyo is the
largest in Japaa, and 18 arrauged on the
general plan of Japanese castles (taere
are adout one hundred and fifty scat-
tered through the country), & triple sys-
.tem of moats and embankments, one in-
side the other, with a rugged hill {n the
centre. At Tokyo the outormost line is
ten miles in circumference, & large part
of the metropolis being built between
the first and second walls,

MisSIONS.

The Protestant Episcopal Church of
the United States sent its first mis.ion-
ary in 1859. in 1867 the number ot mlis-
slonaries increased, and the people, be-
ginning to distinguish between Roman-
ism and Protestantism, gave more ;cver
ent attentfon to the truth. In 1873, the
grand influx ot all denomlinations oc-
curred, new stations were formed, and a
brighter day dawned for Japaun.

It was {n 1873 that our own church sent
its first heralds to this distant fleld, the
opening of which has been of such large
blessing to the work at home,

TEE HEAD OP THE HOUSE.

in Europe, The nation Is 50 given to

Hit

VIEW OF THR YHIRD TEREACE, NINKO TUMPLIES,

J. G. Paton, one of the great mis.
sfonaries of the cen-
tury, was one of
eleven children. How
much he owes to the
faithful bome training
of his old Scotch father
he has himsel? told us
“The very disclpline
through  which our
father pansed us was a
kind of religlon in it-
self. It anything really
serious required to he
puniehed, ho retired
first to his closet for
prayer, and we boys got
to understand that ho
. ; was laying the matter
. - beforo God, and that

' )\ (Y was the severest part of
T the punjshment for me
“““” to bear., 1 could have
. H{ deflec any amount of
’ AMERGRL merc penalty, but tlas
. N spoke to my conscience
as a message from God.
We loved him all the
more when we saw how
much 1t cost him to
punish us. and, in truth,
he bad never much of
that kind of work
to do upon any one
of all the eleven.
We were ruled by
lova far more than by
fear.”
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