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PLEASANT

HOURS.

use of the cipher figlres is a great saving
of time and space. The most imperative
ordets areissued, émd tle utmost care taken
in moving trains by telegraph ; and to
answer with 15 before the signal is display-
ed, is contrary to all rulg, as in (}01113 50
there is a chance thib some duty will coine
ap in the performance of which the
sienal will be noglected until too late.

" Well ! upon receiving the assurance
that the flag was oub at A , T gave the
order correspouding to the one above, but
addressed to No. 102. Thus T had all
arranged sccording to rule, for a crossing
at C Soon came the answer from No.

e obbs, Dispatcher :

¢ \l{;)e{lihge'r‘st;qnidpii'e are to proceed to C—,
aiid cross No. 102 there.

(Sigued) Bruck, Conductor, } Ro. 65.
CosTER, Hungineer, 1

«To this1 promptly gave O. K., an
they were dispaltched, As No. 102 had not
arrived at A , and no reply could be
received from them untit conduct:_)r and
engineer had signed the order, which, of
course, the blue flag would potlfy them
was there; I turned iy attention to other
duties, and thought no more of that cross-
ing, until some time after, it occurred to me
that No. 102 was slow about replying.

¢t So, calling the operator ab“A—-—-, 1
asked : ¢ Has No. 102 arrived ?

¢ ¢ Arrived and gone,” was the reply.

‘¢ Gone without receiving the orders I
gave you? impossible | Did you not dis-
play the blue flag?’ )

“¢No!’ was the reply. ‘Having ve-
coived no orders to do so, I did not.’

*The operator at A wis compara-
tively a new man, a nephew of an influen-
tial member of our Board of Directors,
trough whom he had obtained his position.
and through whose influence T was soon to
lose mine. His deliberate falsehood
astounded me, as well it might, for allow-
ing the train to proceed without the orders
ment for them to run by C and en-
deavour to réach their usual stopping
vlace at B———, as soou as possible, to save
delay to 65, which was rushing along ex-
pecting to reach them at C . The result
must be a collision. ‘

¢ The thought drove me neatly frantic.
Furtherquestioning only resulted in further
denial from the operator of having received
any orders to hold the train, which he
accused me of having failed to send.

“ With fast beating heart and a teirible
faintness upon me, I dropped my head
upon the instriments and prayed for the
poor fellows upon the trailn, How many
of them would survive the wreck, which
now it was impossible to prevent, for be-
tween the two traius rushing towards each
other so swiftly, no operator was on duty
with busily clicking instruments to warn
them of their fate, )

¢ Noticing niy actiotis the dispatcher
eagerly inguired the trouble. I could not
reply in words, but noticing my instrument
calling, I grasped a pen, and with my
trembling fingers copied this message,
which relieved my mind of the heaviest
load I have ever known. 1t wasaddressed
to the superintendent from the conductor
of No. 60 and ran thus :

¢« ¢ Freights Nos. 65and 102 met in head col-
lision oue mile east of C——, speed of fifteen
miles per hour. Crews of both trains escaped
uninjured.  Fifteen cars derailed, five of
them wrecked completely, badly blocking the
main line. WIill report in person by first
train.’

« My greatest fear had been that loss of
life would result. Now that was passed, I
was ready to explain.

¢ Agis usual in such cases, all the par-
ticipants in the ‘affair were called befoz:e
the superintendent. Each man told his
story. The operator at A firmly ad-
hered to his falsehood and 1 as firmly to
the truth, but to no purpose. The influ-
ence of the director uncle saved for him
his position, the blame was attached to me,
and 1 was discharged, forced to give up my
position and nove. Some time before this,
trusting in the security of my position, 1
had put all our little savings together and
purchased a small house and lot in the

Jeasantest part of our ecity. 1 had
{:orrowed from our savings bank the sum
of two thousand dollars, and placed a
mortgage for that amount upon the place,
believing that with prudence and economy
we should be able to repay and lift the
mortgage in due course of time,

‘“ A pleasant little place it was, and
much pleasure we took in fixing it up with
flowers and vines, until it presented a
most attractive appearance, and to our-
selves at least, was the very perfection of
taste and home comfort. Now it must all
be given up. This made the blow doubly
hard, for where could I obtain a position at
my business, with the knowledge that I
had caused a wreck ?

“No! Tmustgive it all up, and com-
mence at the foot of the ladder again.

“The company, having decided to put
in the wires and open a station at C ,
as a measure for guarding against further
trouble, very kindly offered the situation to
me. I could but accept. Soon we were
moved into our new quarters—I1 cannot
call it a home—-in a modest house near my
station.

“ Day after day came and passed now, so
uneveuntfully, as nearly to destroy all am-
bition. Duties there were none to speak
of. My station was what is termed a * flag
station.”  Trains made no regular stop
there, and when an occasional passenger
wished to take the train, a very unusual
occurrence by the way, my red flag by day,
or red light at night, ‘hauled up’ the de-
gired train. I grew despondent. Fvery
day 1 sat in my little den of an offide, listen-
ing to the business passiug upch the wire,
business in which 1 tock no active part, for
few, indeed, were the opportutities I liad
to open the wite, ;

‘“The little boy Was my alipost constant
companion.  He took great delight in the
rural life which we Wwere vBliged to lead;
grew stout and brown as aiiy little rustie,
and his delight knew no boutids ds he atood
upon the platform when the heavy freighta
went rolling by, or the fast express, with &
rush and scream of the whistle, passed like
a flash ; and he would watch them out of
sight with great round eyes, laughing and
clapping his hands with delight,

““We used to watch him in sllénice, m
wife aud I, for she often came to sit wit
us, and cheer me by her presence ; and
thoughts of the opportunities he would
miss, and the privilege of schooling he
would be debarred from by my misfortune,
were not calculated to make us cheerful.

“One beautiful summer day, when | had
been some three months at my station, sit-
ting as usual watching and Mstening at my
instruments, for want of sowething better
to do, I heard the dispatcher’s office calling
4 , heard him answer, followed Ly an
order from the oflice to *14 for special
freight passing east,” heard the reply ex-
actly as the operator had given it to me on
the day of the wreek--‘15 for special
freight '—then this order ;

“*To Conductor
Freight ;

¢ “ You will not leave A until special

passenger train, Fairfield, conductor, has
arrived.’

and Eugincer Special

**The special passenger train veferred to,
was, as [ knew, for 1 had heard it reported
by wire, composed of an engine, superin-
tendent’s private car, and directors
filled with the officers of the road
their wives, all of whom had been down
the line on a pleasure trip to inspect the
new station and grounds at our eastern
teriminus, and were now returning with all
haste, in order to reach their homes in this
city before dark.

“T had heard the superintendent’s tele-
graplic vequest to the dispatcher to give
them the right of way as far as practicable,
and in accordance with this instruction he
was now holding back the freight.

“L sat idly Watching the approach of
the special, and marking the quick time
they were making, as the telegraphic re-

car,
with

ports, one by one, succeedéd each other, as '

the train passed station after
still bemoaning my hard fate.

**No mistakes this time, I th
for me was the ill-luck reserved ; for surely
the operator at A——would not, could not,
commit the same fault twice. This time
there would be no poor assistant to attach
the blame to but the chief dispatcher.

1 sat there some time filled with these
ungrateful and useless thoughts, until 1
was disturbed by the cntrance of the little
boy, who had been busy at play outside,
He came in in high glee, exclalming : ‘Papa!
bapa ! train cownng !’ -

*“*No, dear, not just yet.  Wait five
minutes and then we shall seeo them go
flying by,” 1 answered him with a smile,

station—and

ought, only

e

knowing how pleased he would be to see
the rushing train.

“¢No! now, papa, now! T.ean see the
smoke-—coiiie out, quick !’ To please him
I complied, and looked up the line in the
direction of the approaching special, which
had passed the last station east of me, and
must now be within five miles of our stution.

‘ *That, that way, papa! Look through
the tree—see !’

“T turned, and saw rising above the

"~ trees the black smoke which denoted the

approach of a train. In an instant | under-
stood the situation.  The freight was ap-
proaching—the freight which was ordered
to remain at A to cross the passenger
train. For a moment 1 was dazed, but
only for a moment, for 1 knew something
must be done, and that quickly, to avert
an awful catastrophe,

¢ Below my station, some hundred yards
or so, round a curve which hid it from
sight, was a switeh which opened upon a.
side track running by the station for an-
other hundred yards, and which would hold
the freight, could T but reach and open it
before the freight arrived there. But I
niust algo stop the passeriger train for fear
the fréight would not get on in time.

*“ Rushing ilito the station I grasped my
signal flags, put the blue in the proper
place, but 1ot daring bo trush to that to stop
thétn, for feak the enginédr, having his
ordérs to run pash ﬁly statign, ahd at the'
high rate of speed lie was coming, might
hot see i, 1 took the réd fistf-and the oy
in iy arms, and placing hini i the middle
of the platform, piit the Bag in his | ands.

“Arthur T said stemly, <do Uikt as

apa says, now, and we will®ave the trajs,
tand right here ! Do not move except to
wave this flag, so !’ giving him the up-and-
dowh motion. * Wave it,
&hd do not stop till papa gets back !’

“His blue eyes filled with tears at my
manner, and giving him a kiss to reassure
Bim, I turned and rax for the awiteh, Could
1 reach it in time? T wmust! T must !
Over the ties T ran for life, for lives ; for if
the trains came into collison

at that high
rate of speed, wmany lives must be sacrificed.
“ 0 God ! permit me to veach it fiust !

T cried.

*“ As I turned the curve I looked b
the statien.  There the little
Just where I had placed him
yos ! the flag was waving,
and down, as fast

ack ab
fellow stood,
» and the flag,
up and down, up
as the stout little arms
could move it, and way down the line ag
far as the eye could reach, I could see the
special pasmenger train coming.  Now for
it! Looking and running ahead again I
saw the freight, b
CtThank God ! T shall reach the switch
fizst,” T eried, and van on, My switch-key
was out of 1wy poeket as I ran. and inm
hand. A moment more and the switch wag
re:lqhed, and the train one thousand feet
behind in the race for life. To insert the
ey, untock and throw the rajls upon the
siding, was the work of an instant,
“Yes ! T was discovered by the engineer
of the train—heard the shrill whistle for
brakes, the danger signal, saw the engine
reversed, the brakemen scrambling over
the tops of the cars setting the hrakes, and
knew all was done that conld ])ossibiy be
done to slacken the speed of the heay
train-—standing at the switel ready tg
throw the rails’ back as soon ag they had
pzm;\‘;d upon the siding,
"In a moment they were within hailing
3lstance, thehﬁr’emany was upOnurrxlx‘;?a;]itltzg,
OWN upon the steps of  his wigs 1
ré}‘t(‘iyst(}))jump. ps of -his engine making
‘Stick to your engine,” { erieg. |
Epon tlfx; lsllch}l:g? and %io y"m!i- m"wm
er.  Tell the engin tick: W Sep
Yer for his life.’ inlr fo stick whay
It is wonderful that
more comprehended my wmvanig: v
the rush and roar of thz t'!‘&in-?ﬁ?&&dmm;
escaping steam, ‘as the T Yoy at

en %"h\e T Yy at
greatly reduced sy jod : .
climb back ‘and o ey Jl::

he Weard ¥, mwch

Cothde. Wik
braékg of d‘ohe tender, m’%ﬁ}x a,?s% %o yoar
and grinding of the brikiss \wmen oy

the train p;;gssed. e NpohTRe hrdels,

Y closed and ldcked ‘W %

main line, and started back
I knew the special yust hav
else, ere this, it would h

Yes ! sure enougl ing in si

es! & Bli,—coming in sight of
'f*sm(;lou,hthgre she stood, safe a.irgld sou;}&e
?n_ Fpon the siding beside it stood the
re‘l‘%l:h, nOw come to g fyll stop.

he platform in front of the little

‘ Wf‘i‘!ehon the
for ‘the station.
o'8topped there,

ave been upon us,

my brave boy,.

depot was filled with people, passengefog‘
tht gpieeinl and train nien” 1 saw the 4
still holding the rég flag, in thg arn}_S”Q o1
superintendent. Crowded about hmﬂ:lxer
the president, Board of Dii‘éé!’ptﬂ and,ovih
notables, invited guests of ﬂ%ﬂ.ro“‘d” .“ﬁve
their ladies, numbering full tweri pot
pecple, who certainly, somo of then oW
all, owed their lves to the little fe 108
Upon reaching the station, T was ab © of
the centre of the excited throng, all _ela‘gas
for an explanation. In as few wort brin'
possible 1 gave, in answer to the su]’fm
tendent’s inquiry, my story ,"h"w.t’he how
had discovered the approaching freight, flag,
Thad instantly placed him with the o
which, it seems, bad been the “‘eimstha
stopping them, how I had hastencd 0 the
switch, arviving just in time to P“‘b
freight upon the siding, and that was® o
“All-no!  This was followed b{ime
impromptu directors’ meeting in MY ting
seven-by-nine station —a directors 1““"‘2
in which ladies took a prominend par nto
was called in with my wife, who had rul'te-
the station, alarmed {)y the unusual “Xc; e
ment--and the boy. Speeches were m,lnd
which brought the blush to my cheeks and
tears to my wife's eyes, tears of Jo¥
pride in the boy. ‘ and
‘“Yes, sir ! They voted me two 'oh(?“s(.mv
dollars ¢ for prompt action and hervie (;re -
duct in time of danger,” and at the sugsul
tion of the ladies—who but a woman WO
have thought of anything so romanti
also voted to place the boy upon the pa
roll as telegraph operator. { gyel-
** A happy household we were that @
ing, and with many a kiss the boy wable
to bed at night. The next day 1 wasc® het
to the general offices, and the dispa€ly
having told his story, how the ()r:d.ersi ¥
“bden promptly given to liold the fregon

e
_there were no doubts now as to the.P

o
who had been vemiss in duty upon both ol
casions. | was reinstated in my © inte
tion, and we immediately moved bac h the
the little house you see yonder, whie from
company’s gift allowed me to free ing
debt ; and, yes, that is the boy T““mup 4
meet us now—a piwud little tellowW P
pay-day, as he goes with me to the O
and stands among the men taking =1
turn to receive their pay—the pet {) thei
My wife fears they will spoil him wit 1'9'
attention, and the preseuts of the lad}
that train,

“The operator ? Oh ! Withiout 55 or e
to learn the result of his second blunkno »
deserted his post, and for aught 1 1 ha¥?
may be running yet ; for, certamly,‘ i
no knowledge of his future cal-‘ee"as
error lay in replying that the blue v{en e
played before putting it out, an g
glecting it.  When he saw the trald L r?
he deliberately tore up the orders, m; "
in his ability o shift the blame UPOT gy
in the firge instance, but the secon N
too nmuch.”

—W. D. Holman i The Foulh LW
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Not Yet!

My boy Bert, with daucing eye8
¥lushed and eager, goes from play
Half-a-dozen times a day, .
Straight to where o red book lics

On the lowest library shelf,

Finds the page all by himself,
Where & lion s portrayed id; -
Mrging towsrd  shrinking 109
“Liong e Tooknat this attraceion

ben -reemarks with satisfactions

- Flingiog back his curls of jeb:
g gggo‘nﬁha‘m't got her yet.

Tt wis-years and years 420
Yottt hie ‘b‘m‘bﬁng 1¥ttle maid
Tn'the ved baok is portrayed
“Pasing her terrific fosg
And my boy with dancing eyes,
- Vews them now without surprise ’
Vhen my heart is full of fear,
Fancying there is tronble n- ars
'An'd T drend whiat is to be,
Then he breaks oue laughi“%ly ¢ 6
; hA‘Tﬁe&Sm’t you fuss an 'f,fe :
© lion Was not got hert y;}i de Awakt

i

' ity
. . omli“
et Well, Mr. Bronson,” sail & d

1
hoped you - derived profit ¥ 231\}'“?‘%
services this morning.” ¢ Sir,” T aty -
Bronson, inclining to be indign#? ’Dﬂd

8
assuie you 1 drop business on Sun ay®
attond church with no hope of pro



