PLEASANT HOURS,

Tho Opening Yoar.

Tur I Year, with its rocord,
In gano for 6vamore

The Now 3 car, full of pronuse,
Htanlds waiting at the door.

Al conld wo livo 1t over!
Soaeh we of the paat,

Live wo the pew, as wish wo now
That wo hned hised thoe laat,

! That past, its lossons tear hing,
Wiath guiding light ehiould shine,

To warn from scil dependcnce,
And lead to grac v divine,

Wiath high resolve, aud boly,
With purpose, firm aud true,

Lot us go forth with meskness,
God’s will and work to do.

Then golden moments wasted,
And days all dark with sin,
Shall not so sadly colour
The year we now begin.
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Pleasant Hours:

A PAPER FOR OUR YOUNG FOLK
Rev. W. H. WITHROW, D.D., Editor.

—
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THE OLD AND THE NEW.
1801-1892.

Tus old year, with its anxieties and cares, its
labours and serrows, its hupes and fears, opportu-
-~ mities and responsitalities, has passed away. It has
10ined stself to the cycles of the pasty and its record
15 on high. It was on the whole & good year to
most of the peuple m the Dommon.

Tay the old book away.
Its tale at last 13 done;
1t 1s saaled and scarred,
1t s danenod and maired,
Sune hirat it was b gun,

Gratefully Lay it down.
The lexsons that it taught,
And the joy and griet
That markod cach leaf
Were all with blessings fraught.

Sucn testimonies as the following are the chief
Joy of an editor. A Iady in a remoto part of
Qanada writes: T must tell you that, had it not
¢ heen for youi papers, T ain afiand some would never

liv o come to Sunday schiool at all. Your PLeasaxt

Hovrs has bera the weanns of bringing me to
v Christ, for w1t 1 found just what T had been want
myg to know. I lope you will have every success

THB JUNIOR LEAGUE.
BY REV. D. B, HRUMMITT.

Junwr league. It was organized in a little Lincoln.
shirvo viilage rectory, anway back in the early years
of tha cighteonth century, Tt had ut least threo
departments— Clivistion work, mercy and help, and
the literary departinent. Its membership formed
“look-up, lift-up” ten, and its first and only prosi-
dent was that modol of mothers, Susanunh Wesley.

It is the pride of our Ohristianity that of all
faiths she is the fuster mother of cluldren.  In all
uges it has sought tho religious clevation of the
young, Luthier ¢ suffeied the littlo children to go to
Chuist ;* the noble work of Robert Raikes, scarco
more than a century old since the “hot potato”
days w Gloucester, would bs unoaxplainable as an
adjunct of any other ereed, and the saying of John
Wesley that the Nunduy-school i3 the nursery of
the Church is thoroughly Christian as well as Meth.
odistic. Our Churcl’s policy on this point is simple
and yet comprehensive. The children are to be
trained in rightcousness and in the doctrines of
the Church, and they are to be trained both regu-
larly and systematically. In 80 far a3 the junior
league aids the pnstor in the carrying out of this
policy it hag its rightful place. And even should it
go no further, within this limit the Geld is neither
narrow nor unpromising. From many causes—not
at ull sufficient causes, however—there has been
neglect of the Church’s plain duty in the further-
ance of its policy, and the dangers which compass
childhood have so far found freer course and richer
harvest of victims. That it may bLe so nevermore
is the solo and suflicient apology for the existence
of the junior league. Jf I can have all the children
between fivo and sixteen years of age in the jufiior
leaguo, and carry out its plans, at least its vital
points, I will see to it that the Church shall never
lack loyal and intelligent members, and we shall
never know whut it is to be without trained recruits
for the Epworth League vrmy. Take the children
of Methodism, give then earnest, personal Chris-
tian work, give them abundant exercise of their
sensitivo instincts of mcerey and help, put them in
the way of tho elementaries of good literature, train
and develop their inborn love of entertainment and
recreation, make their organization self-supporting,
and find for them benevolent uses for the money
they have earned, inculcate in them habits of
orderly and systewatic record-making, and you will
have, by-and-bye, gras-'ates from the junior league
who shall be to you a tower of strength in every
department of your young people’s society.

The junior league, in its theory and in its only
proper practice, is essentially a religious organiza-
tion. It is disastrous to organize it on any other
basis. We have no right to try to “sugar-coat the
pill "—a phrase I have heard used in connection
with this subject--mninly because the religious
féature of the junior league is not 4 pill. 1t can
be and should be attractive of itself, and there.
should be no possibility of any child, however
young, joining the league under a misteken im-
pression as to its object.

It is an excellent thing to let the junior league
be as nearly as possible self.governing. Threre should
be a vital connection between the senior lengue, if
I may so term it, and the juniots, the cabinet pre
ferably appointing the junior league president, but
as a rule the control should not be carried beyond:

abuse your confidence. My ideal junior lemgue
president will give them all the guidance they nedd.
I beliove in helping them to habits of seif-relinnce
in tho administrative affairs.  They delight to in-
dulge in parliawmentary practics, and 1 belicve in
giving them something tangible on which to work.

S8hould the junior leagues Ue self-supporting?
Now, you Epworthians, whose protégé, after all, the
junior league must be, what shall I say? Ought
you to bear tho expenses of the juniors? and vou,
Juniors who are directly interested in this watter,
what must I answer? Do you think the Epworth
League should pay your bills ?

There is no clash of interests here. If the juniors
are self governing, they have a perfect rvight to be

. : perionce tolls me that the juniors liko it better, too.
T first Epworth longue over organized was “,

stand there and I full, what then 3 Why, you,.say, §

that. Trust the juniors, Hands off! ‘They'll not”

nickels which represent so much hard work., I
know thut is sutisfactory to the soniors, and my ex-

And now, just a closing word on & tnuch mooted
topte.  Tho Epworth League is & Methodist organ-
ization, ‘Then how ntuch of Methadist doctrine
nud discipline should it toach, espetially in the:
junior léague? And, being conservative, I auswer,
“Al of it.” Teach it all. Not all at once, of
course, or all in » year, but don’t sct any limit sl'ort
of the entire subject. There is nothing in the dis-
cipline that will hurt tho juniors, and they ought
to know it all some day., Now is the time to begin.
~Epworth Horald.

THE GIDDY HEIGHT.
BY J. I. GOUGH.

I nevrMBER oncoe secing in New York City a
very besutiful spive to a new church, and just nbout
ten feet from ¢ the ball” a plank was pushed out,
with ropes over the ends of the plank. ~ I* a plank
was Jet down, and the ropes were fastened inside of
the window. Thero was a platform, porhaps five or
six feet from this little window, and one hundred
and fifty feet from the roadway. Isaw a man get
out of that window and staud on that little plat.
form. Could you do it? How many persons could
do it? He spoke to a man on the side-walk ; the
man called up to him, and he leant with his hand
upon the end and replisd to the man upon the pave- |3
ment. Now, I know that if I had underisken to.|ZN
stand on that plank, the very moment .my foot |}
touched it, and I saw the awful depth beneath—al |
I should have gone down, There would have been
no mind, no intellect, no genius, no will, no power |3
on earth, that conld have saved me; I must have’| S
fallen—tu have stood firm would to me have been
physically impossible. Now, you wight perlaps
stand there ; but suppose that in so standing you
tell me you set-mo a good exawple. X say to you,
“Stand there, it you like; I have no objection; ,
you may stand there frot now till to-morrow morn-" |3
ing, or, like 8imon Stylites, for thirty years; Lut
do not tell me you set a good example” Now, |
suppose you induced me to follow your example..

You tell mo it is safe—< Why, I stand hap per-.
fectly safe ;? and you induce we to.try and.follow R
your example and I fall: wnat then? Are not
your skirts full of my blood? Can you gt away

from that? It must needs be that offences ¢6ine, *)3
but woe to that man by whom the oftence tometh.”
If you stand there safe yourself, and. induce mg to-

I am “weak-minded.”, Wall, then, by God’shelp I R
will kecp off the plank,: that’s all. "
Just one Jittle incident to illustrate iy point. SN
At a meeting ina large town in Pennsylvania, at’ g
the olose of the lecture a gentleman rose,.and was SN
announced as Judge Sotand-co, Judge of the Quacter &
Sessions. He said, * Lodies.and Gentlemen, before, |§
the audience is dismissed,-I wish to sny a few wards (B
in defénce of -myself and tho .class I represont.
Now it is-very hard to have,it publicly stated that 58
Lset & bad example.” Tlo speaker had not said
that the mode-ute drinker set a bad example, bit”
that he did not set n mood one. " Now,” said lie,
41 am » moderate drinker. Everybody knows me. |
I take my glass-at howe,. I tuke it abroad; I am a |
modetate drinker, a respectable moderate drinker. . §
‘Who-dare ssy anything arainst me?! Who ever {
saw. me the ‘worss for g’rii{k ! Who ever saw me §
out of tho way-by. Jdrifik} “If young men folldwsd
my “examiple, thuy: would 'be as I am, respéctable ' |i
and - . * I cliallenge-the town in which {
live—1I chnilengs the.connty—to say whether vy B
exar-)le is & bad dne. . Let young men follow my |
example, and they will be'as I am.” A man'in the
audicnos ciied out, * Give it to him old wan ; give |}
it to him. Pat a header on him.” Some oné said, B
“Put that man out.” Aucther gentleman said; §
“No! let that man remain. He is the only son of ' §
the Judge.” 1lis only son tried to follow- his ex- §
ample, and thery was the result. He was .90 deunk,
thaut he would disturb a respectable meeting. And
T tell you, sir, and I tell you, madam, every ohe,
from the beginmag, who has become a drunkard,

i

self supporting.  And I inean just that. Not a

in sending them abroad.”

drawing on father or moth» for the peunies and

hias become 80 by trying to bé a moderate drinker §

and failing. .




