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lost a suit, he was ill fora week after; and I verily
believe, there was never a lawyer with half his
practice that lost fewer cases. Iis success was
his boast. *‘A lawsuit,” he would say, **is like
a chess problem, its object is a certain result to
be obtaited by certain means; give me the
winning side, and I care not how diflicult the
problemn, T'll mate my adversary.?

“Ionce threw him in a great rage by telling
him that T did not, think his simile a good one,
‘“for,” said I, “if law be a critical position in a
game of chess, it requires a good deal of tact to
discern which has the better side; and it appears
to me, as you have to choose what side you'll take,
that you may choose the wrong one, and so be
beaten.” e hoped he was a better player than I
gave him credit for, and so the matter dropped.

Writ was umnarried, and although only five and
thirty, looked atleast fifty ; thin andslightly made,

hisiace plentifully furrowed with wrinkles, his
eyes set deep in his head, twinkled cunuingly ;
his hair gray. - Though far from prepossessing
m his appearznce, he was when known, one of
the kindest and best natured men that everlived.

I who coveted a soldier’s life, wis equally dis-
appointed. On leaving school, my ather kept me
at home till ofage; Le then sent me to Heidelberg,
where I passed many of the pleasantest hours of
my existence. I lived on the continent till seven
and twenty,when my father dying,lelt his property,
equally divided between his two sons, which,
though smali, was sufficient to «<nable us to live
comfortably and independamtly. G 1y marriage
I materdally increased my portion ame  nosw lived
a life of ease and enjoyment.  To fillup. my time,
which occasionally hung wearily on my hands,
I became Treasurer to the ** Kentish Orphan Yome
Society,” a beuevolent Iustitution got up by a Sew
old ladies who hionored me by placing their money
in my hauds.

My Lrother ITarry was several years younger
than I, 2 happy jovial fellow, much too fond of
fun for his means, though not to my kaowledge
everin debt, yet hehad sometimes alittle difficulty
to make hoth cnds mecet.

The day which had hitherto been fine, now
hecame overcast; and on entering the city the
rain descended in torrents. It was after two
o'clock when I reached Writ's office and found
that gentleman busily engaged with a huge pile of
dusty old papers, turning them overand shuffling
themas if they were = pack of cards. No sconerdid
he peracivemne, than dropping them he exclaimed,
st why did you not come sooner? T expected
you last night, or carly this morning at least.”

@ \Well you arez pretty fellow,” I veplicd, “how

isitI find you here now? Why are you not off to
Egypt with orders left for me to follow you?”

“Tut?” guid he, “the business was urgent, or
I would have met you.”

* Then why did you not leave a note at Tindals?
Do you think I was geing to lose a night’s rest
running after you whea perhaps a week hence
would have answered your purpese? You sce
your excessive promptness has rendered me
indifferent to a certain extent.”

* Here, here, come in here,” said he, in the
quick nervous manner he assumed when excited,
aud motioning me to his private room closed the
door carcfully after him 3 * your brother,” he con-
tinued, *“ has committed a forgery.”

“What "I exclaimed,not exactly understanding
him.”

“ Your brother Ienry has forged a cheque on
you for two thousand pounds.”

“Pshaw! I don’t believea word of it; you must
be mad.”

1 can assure you, that it is the case.”

“Why, I saw him only this moming, he spent
last night at my house.”

‘¢ Isit possibie? Ihardly thought he wouldhave
gone there.”

‘‘ He did, nevertheless, and as for the forgerr,
youareeither mistaken, or some one else i3 guilty.”

*Well, you shall judge for yourself. Let us
see, this is Thursday, it was on Tuesday morning
after leaving you, that I went to your banker's,
to make the deposit you left in my hands foryour
Kentish Society ; while there, I thought it would
be just as well if T examined the accountsand see
how we stood, you may fancy my surprise, when
a cheque for £2000, bearing your siguature,
payable to your brother, and endorsed by him, was
presented to me as cashed the day before. ¥ at
first was on the point of proclaiming it a forgery,
when it struck me, that if I saw Four brother, I
could, not . "y save you much pain, but force him
to refund, b, threatening to expose his rascality-
I concealed =4y doubts of the chieque as well us T
conld, simply asking the clerk to whom he paid
the money. He stated that Mr. Truewitt came
himself and gotthe money.  Ithen casually asked
if ke knew your brother. Tic told me, that he
had scen him several times, and had recognized
him on entering the bank. I told him that I
supposed it all right, but that I was not aware of
your giving such a cheque, and it was therefore I
questioned him.” X during thisrelation sank into
a chair; I could scarcely as yet believe
it truc, his parting words, ** Jf you miss anything
while I'm gone, yowll know who has taken it,"

rungin my car a fearful coufirmation of oy doubts



