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IIISTbRY OF THE WAR OF 1812.

Mr. Ingersol, however, has not failed to
quote this passage, 2..d even so late as 1848,
hints at a retaliation, to be accomplished by
the Lurning of London, and the destruction
of tho capital of the nation that taught Ame-
rica her vulnerability, by the devastation of
Washington.

A great deal too has been made of the fact
that Admiral Cochrane made prizes in the
Nominy River of a large quantity of tobacco,
besides rescuing from slavery one hundred
and thirty five slaves, and taking on board a
number of cattle, to relieve his stores alrcady
overtaxed by the necessity of finding food
for s many addditional mouths.

Mzr. O’Connor designates all this plundered
property ; but Mr. O’Connor should have re-
collected that he did not term the seizure of
the North West Company’s goods plunder,
but held the capture as good prize by the
maritime latwr of mations. We should wish,
then, some American casuist to define the
differences between the two cases.

Two other expeditions were undertaken|

almost simultaneously with the attack on
Washington—one on Alexandria, the other
directed against a party of militia assembled
at Waltham farm.

The first of these was attended with con-
siderablesuccess, astwenty
one merchant vessels;laden
with sisteen thousand bharrels of flour, a
thousand hogsheads of tobacco, besides a
considerable quantity of cotton and other
articles were captured. The town of Alex-
andria and its inhabitants, with all their
property remained unmolested, as they had
signified their readiness to submit without
resistance to the invading party.

The second expedition ended more disas-
trously, and resulted in
thedeath of a very gallant
officer, Sir Peter Parker. This officer, while
his ship was 2t anchor at Moor’s fields, re-
ceived information that two hundred Ameri-
can riflemen were encamped behind a wood,
about a mile from -the beach, and deter-
wined if possible to carry the- American
camp by a night attack,and, on the evening
of the 29th August, he made, at the head of
nearly one hundred and forty men, a most
gallant attack on the American position.

Attack on Alexandrih.

Sir Peter Parker’s dexth.

The cnemy were, however, very strongly
posted, and after a sharp struggle the British
fell back, in conseyuence of the death of their
leader, Sir Peter Parker. It must not e
omitted that the retreat of the British scamep
did not commence until they had seen their
opponents in full retreat before them.

On the 3rd of September the British troops,
under Captain Gordon, began a retrograde
march from Alexandria, and by the 9th, al-
though many difficulties presented themselves
by a combipation of skill, diligence, and
good fortune, the Bri'ish Commander was
cnabled to withdraw and anchor his whel
squadron in perfect safety.

Ingersol seems determined always to find
some excuse for his countrymen, and, inthe
present instance, althoughnone was required,
he is prepared to assign areason for the nen-
defence of Alexandria. In the first placetle
Captain commanding was guilty of miscon
duct and was cashiered. Sceondly, the Cr-
mon Council were inimical to Mr. Madisw’s
administration. Would it not have sufficed
for Mr. Ingersol to state that the Sea Horse
and Buryalus frigateswith some other smaller
vessels lay off the town, and that there could
be no hesitation on the part of the defenceless
inhabitants, the fighting portion of which
did not exceed one hundred militia men, in
chosing between security and total ruin.

American writers have eshausted the w?
cabulary of abuse in finding epithets to launc}
against Captain Gordom’s acts, but to show
how undeserved were their attacks it is but
neeessary totranscribe theconditions imposed
on the citizens of Alexandria.

The town of Alexandria (with the exception
of public works) shall not be
destroyed, unless hostilities are
commenced on the part of the Amerieans,
nor shall the inhabitants be molested in any
manner whatsoever, or their dwelling houses
entered, if the following articles are complied
with :—

Article I.. Al naval and ordmmce stores
must be immediately given up.

Article 2. Possession will be immedistely
taken of all the sbxppmf' and their furaiture
must be sent on board by the owners withou!

QGordon’s terms.,

delay.



