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The Commission vs. Denomina-
tionalism.

XVILL

T. B. KNOWLES.

‘The teaching of the creeds, as has
been shown—

1. Desteays, completely, man's power
to either do or think any good.  He
is simply a totally depraved being !

- And he must so ever remain, unless he
* «he calicd according to God's purpose
by his spirit working in duc seasop.”
(Book' Com. Pr.) And, further, Gbd
only * promises to give tato all those
that are ordained unto life His Holy
Spirit, to make them willing 2nd able
10 believe.” (Confession of Faith, ch.
vil. 3.) ‘That ls to say, even cket
sinners must teceive the Holy Spirit
before they have faith1  ‘L'he apostic
knew no better than to ptomise the
Holy Spirit to all, and only those, who
would * Repent and be baptized . . .
in the name of Jesus Christ, for the
remission of sins.” (Actsii. 38.) Ane
other apostolic mistake! We have also
the statement of Rev. N, L. Rice, that
* without the special agency of the
Holy Spirit, all must die in depravily,
and -be cternally lost” (C. and R.
Decbate 625.) And he further assures
us, that, ¥ If the Bible does not teach
the operation of the Spirit distinct from
the word, 1 defy moital man to teach
it by any language” (p. 707.) It is
plain, therefore, that the ides of con-
version advocated by denominational-
ism is that of a mitacle, as is maintained
by Dr. Pressense, who says : the church
was “born of a miracle, by a mirmcle
it lives o.. . it grows and is perpetu-
ated by the ever-repeated miracle of
conversion.” (Early Y. of C. Ch. p. l:4.)
. -
thine preached by the Wepleys,” naniely,
““The guilt and #/al depravity of man,”
".{M. E. Catech. p. 45.) And, according
to the Dis, art. wiii, which says:
“ Wherefore we have xo potver to do
good wotk, pleasing and acceptable to
God." And the Confession of Faith
again as follows: * From this original
corruption, whercby we are . utterly
indisposed, disabled, and made opposite
to all good, and wholly inclined to all
evil” (vi, 4.) The same position was
taken by Prof. 'Crawford, in his debate
with J. S. Sweeney: “\We have no
Jpowerin and of ourselves,” said Mr.
C., “but man's inability is, after all, a
moral, not a physical inability.”
“ When he, Adam sinned, I sinned in
him” And so says Rev. J. B, Jeter:
““The Spint of Inspiration has drawn
the picture of man’s moral corruption
in glowing colors. He is wtterly
depraved, fleshly, sensual, and impure.
« « +« This depravity pervades and
controls-the whole man® (R, C. Ex.
135-136.) This agres, of cotnse, with
the manual of their own church, which,
speaking of the * Fall of Man,” says:
* Being by nature utterly void of that
holiness required by the law of God,
positively inclined to ¢vil, and therefore
under just commendation to cternal
ruir, wilthout defence or excuse.” (Bap.
Ch. M., iiL} And Evans, in his History
of Chustian Sects, pg. 79, thus put
this Calvinistic viewe: * Mankind are
totally depraved in consequence of the
fall; and by virtue of Adam being their
public head, the guilt of his sin was
imputed, and a corrupt nature conveyed
to all his posterity, from which fro
ceeds all actual transgressions.” (O, H,
S. 281.) Furthermore, this doctrine is
made one of the basic principles of the
“Evangelicsl Alliance, In Art, 4 we
tead : * The utter depravity of human
nature in consequence of the fall”
(Ency. Brit) True, it is then, that

conversion is a afracle/ The sinner

fs as passive in conversion as one ina

deep slecp, or one dead, and can only

be roused and converted by the abstract

power of the Holy Spirit. Asthe “ Cate-

chism for young children” puts it:

“Who can change a sinners heart?
The Holy Spint’ alone” Crecdism,
having set aside the gospel, * the power
of ‘God unto salvation,” as a * dead
letter,” a theoty of inspiration, and
“the HolySpirit alone,” was substituted,
largely for the gospel. A distinguished
writer in the Methodist Quarterly, of
1869, says: ** The method of Methed-
{4m is inspiration, in distinction from
logic” (Ph. of G. R, 3.) This, of
course, differs from the New Testament
method, which is by ‘‘teaching all
nations ;* “preach the gospelto every
creatute,” It pleased God by the
foolishness of preaching to save them
that believe” (& Cor. i. 21} God's
method s logic, for the gospel
“is the power of God unto salvauon
to every one that belicveth” His
words ate “spirit and are life;” * sharper
than any two-edged sword, piercing
even to the dividing asundes of soul
and spitit,” etc. All this the apostlé
most surely believed, and hence wrote :
“ How shall they call on Him in whom
they have not believed, and how shall
they belicve in Him of whom they
have not heard, and how shall they
hear without a preacher?” Healso
taught that *faith cometh by heating,
and hearing by the Word of God.” It
never entered the apostle’s mind that
the “ Word of God was a dead letter,”
or that “man, in consequence of his
natural corruption, is incapable either
of thinking or doing any good.” {(Ency.
R. K, 1t8) Or that, “without the
special agency of the Holy Spirit, all
must die o depravity and be eternally
lost1” No, it remained for denomin.

gtanalism to, bring.all this to light;
Pyt
have preached ‘the Holy Spirit instead
of Christ, and depended upon his
abstract power, instead of the power of
the gospel.  And the burden of prayer
has been to the Holy Spirit to “come
down with converting power;” to
“baptize us with the Holy Ghost and
with fire ;" to “ pour out a pentecostal
baptism upon sinners,” etc. And (2) the
minds of sinners have been turned
away from the teaching and commands
of the New Testament, to believe,
tepent, confess, and be baptized; to
wait for some sudden work of the
Holy Spirit, shock, conviction, vision
or marvelous manifestaiion of power in
the heatt.  He must wait for the Holy
Spirit to convert him, and he must
neither exercise will nor ¢fort ; such
would only be sinful interference with
the Spirit’s work, *1f I'm te be saved,
P’ll be saved ; £ can’t do anything about

it,” said the son of a Baptist deacon to
me, xs I talked with himy about becom.
ing » Christian, before 1 had entered
the ministry.  Such is the deadening
influence and tyrannizing power of
Calvinism. Its persistent effort is to
keep men from turning away from their
sins, and to the Lord. It teaches him

to disregard the gospel of God, and

makes him an irresponsible human

machine!

2. But, besides this, it makes God

the author of all sin and evil, and

misery ! While the Word of Giod de-

clares its Divine Author, ** Holy, Holy,

Holy, is the Lord of hosts;* “for 1,

the Lord your God, am holy,” and

that He is, “ of puter eycs than to be-

hold ewil, and canst not look on

iniquity,” denominational creeds affirm

that * God from all eteznity did, by' the

most wise and holy counsel, of Hisown

according to denominationalism, every | pressed in its large Catechism under

questions 12 and 13, thus: “ God's de-
crees arc the wise, free and holy acts
of the-counsels of his- .ill, whereby,
from all cternity, he hath, for his own
glory, unchangeably forcordained what-

concerning angels and men” (T, In,
IL, 407). ‘The Shorter Catechism
teaches the same: *The decrees of
God are his eternal purpose, according
to the counsel of his will, wherevy, for
his own gloty, he hath forcordained
whatsocver comes Lo pass.” {Ans. 7.)
Now, it is certain that sén ¥ comes to
pass,” God hath foreordzined sin{ and
is made the autkor of all evil E1 Calvin
saw this and sought to escape from the
blasphemous yet logical conclusion, by
saying, “ And this is the decree of rep-
robition, which determines that God is
in no wise the author of sin (which to
bz thought of is blasphemy).” (Syn. of
Dott.) And the Confession also shrinks
from - this only legitimate conclusion,
as follows: " Yet so, as therchy ncither
is God the author oi"n, nor is vio-
lence offcred to the of the crea.
tures,” That is to say, God made man
a depraved sinner, by an etesnal decree,
before nan had being’ at all; yet, he
did not so decreel He made him a
sinner, yet he did not make him a sin.
nerf “John Smith made a watch,
cvery part of that watch ; yet, he did
not make that watch!” Such is the
argument and congsistency of the creeds.
If man is a totally depraved being, he
is in no wise the author of, or account.
able for, sin; and if God foreordainied
that he should commit sins, ke alowe is
the author of the sins committed.
There is no escape fsom this conclu.
sion, the mere assertions of Calvin and
the Confession to the contrary, not
withstanding. But the M. E. Catech,
(45) says that the ¥ Wegleys preached,”
as a “ distinguishing octrine,” ‘‘the

“g::‘ilt .and total depravity of man.”
TR G sdys—" e

tants themselves bring their own con-
demnation into the world with them, , ,

a sted of sin, and therefore cannot but
be odious and abominable to God.”
(C. Ins. 1L, 15, 27.) Nevertheless,
“tof such is the kingdom of God" {~—10
said Jesus. Prof. Crawford (Debate
with J. S Sweeney, 143) simply dropped
the question, as the monkey did the
live coal, saying, * We shail not spend
time at present in arguing Aore this can
be in harmony with the divine perfec-
tions, but the fac/is there.,” Yes, ac-
cording to Calvinism, "“the fact i
that God is held up before the universe
as the author of all evill “God is
Love,” says Divine writ. * He is
hatred and cruelty | ” teaches creedism,
“He decreed that mankind should be
born sinners and practice evil, and
have no power to do otherwise ; then
he decreed to damn them: for obeying

the wonder is that there have not been
many thousands of Bob Ingersolls pro-
duced by such teaching 1

There are other denominational
utterances, however, that are not quite
s0 shy of this conclusion as was Prof,
C. Previous to the Synod of Dort,
there were ““three schemes of predes-
tination prevalent among the reformed
churches,” says Watson, Uader No.
t he quotes '“God's absolute decree,”
to save some and “to condemn others
by his justics ;" and to doall this * with-
out having any regard in such degree
to righteousness or sin, obedience or
disobedience, which could possibly
exist on the part of one class of men,
or the other.”

2. “That for the execution of the
preceding decree, God determined to

will, freely and unchangeably ordain|create Adam, and all men in him, in
whatsoever comes to pase.” (Con. of{ an upright state of original righteous.
Faith, iii. 1.) And the same is held|ness ; beside which he also ordained
by the Church of Scotland, as ex-lthem f commit sim, thar they might

soever comes Lo pass intime, cspecially |,

even their whole nature is, as it were, I+

that decree1”  Yes, 4245 there,” and | b

thus become guilty of cternal cone
demnation,” ete.; and 4, “That to
those, whom, by his ahsolute will, God
has foreordained to perdition, he also
decreed to deny that grace which is
necessary and sufficient for salvation.
+ « » So that they are neither placed
in a possible condition, nor in any
capacity of believiug, or of being saved.”
(1. In, ii. 301.) How this agrees with
the statements of the apostle: “Ofa
truth, I .pereeive that God is no re-
specter of peesons;” ¢ For there is no
respect of persons with Him ;" “ But
he that hath done wrong shall receive
for the wrong whiun he hath done ; and
there is no respect of persons”  And
the declaratior: of God himself: *' For
{ hare no pleasure in the death of him
that dieth, saith the Lord God ; where.
fore tum yourselves, and live ye;”
{Ezek. xviil. 32), will require but linle
study. Of course, Calvinism says,
*that is all a mistake ;" for, “the rest
of mankind, God was pleased , , . to
pass by, and to ordain them to dishenor
and wrath,” etc. (Confession, iii. 7.}
But here is Calvinism without varnish,
as given by George Rogers, in “ Pro
and Con of Universalism.” He says:
“ Belicve me, reader, it is not possible
to avoia the conclusion that all events
take place agrecable to the unalterable
decrees of Jehovah” “*Go then,’
exclaiims the Arminian objector, 'the
akthor really seems hent on proving,
that, as Jehovah foreknew the existence
of sin, he must also have designed it
Yes, such is really my purpose .. .,
1 have alteady considered the most
formidable ofthese (objertions), viz., that
it makes God the author of sinsand I
no= ask, how, on any ground, is this
to be avoided? 1 assert, moreover,
that it is pleinly Seriptural” (U. A. L,
425.) Yes, “the fact isthere ;" but, it
is simply Calvinism gone to seed.

the suthor of sin 1"
apiaans SN D
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Denominationalism proclaims - * God
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Truth Stranger than
Fiction.”

A STORY OF SOULS WHOSE
PATHWAY BEGAN IN DARK-
_A4ESS, BUT BRIGHTENED- UNTO
THE PERFECT DAY,

BY PROF. D. R. DUNGAN.

Formerly sold in cloth bind-
ing for $1.r0, but can row be
had in good paper covers for
the smail sum of 40 cents.

Subscribers to the CANADIAN
Evancerist have still an op-
portunity of getting the book
and the paper for one year for

. 25.
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Pen Picture of Christ.

The following is a correct transtation
of an epistle sent by Publiug Lentulus
to the Roman Senate :

#There appeared in these days =
man of great virtue named Jesus Christ,
who is yet among us; of the Gentiles
accepled for a prophet of the truth;
but his disciples call him the Son of
God. He raiseth the dead and cureth
allmannercfdiseases. A manof statuce
somewhattall and comely, with a rever
end countenance, such asthe beholder
must love and fear, His hair is the
color of a chestnut fult ripe, plain to
thg ears, whence, downward, it is most
orient, curling and wavini about his
shoulders, .in the midst of his forehead
a stream or partitior of his hair, after
the manner of the Nazatites; forehead
plain and delicate; his face without
spot or wrinkle, beautiful, with a lovely
red; his mouth and nose so forked as
nothing can be represented ; his beard
thick, 1n color like his hair, not over
long; his look innocent and mature ;
is eyes gray, quick and clear. In re-
proving he is terrible ; in admonishing,
courteous and fair spoken ; pleasant in
conversation mixed with gravity, It
cannot be remembered that any have
seen him laugh ; but many have seen
him weep; in ﬁmportion of body most
excellent ; hit hauds and arms delect.
able to behold ; in speaking very tem-
perate, modest and wise; a man of
singular beavty surpassing the children
of men,”

What Say They?

In popularity increasing, In relia-
bility the standard. In merit the first.
In fact, the best remedy for all sum-
mer complaints, diarrheea, dysentery,
cramps, colic, cholera infantum, etc.,
is Dr. Fowler's Extract of Wild Straw.
berry.  All medicine dealers sell it

It you have catarth, we call your at.
tention to the ‘'honest offer™ of the
Medical Inhalation Company found on

another page.
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“ON THE ROCK' dis-
cusses in a popular way the
Gospel plan. of salvation, and
goes quite fully into the ques-
tion of Baptism — subjects,
mode, and object. Being in
the form of a story, it is in-
tensely intcresting to young as
well as old. It leads the rcader
to “scarch the scriptures.”

Have you a friend you wish
to interest in New Testament
Christianity ? Send us 60 cts.
and we shall forward him a
copy of ‘““On the Rock,” and
also mail Tue EvaNcEList #o
him for three months,

Address all orders to
GEO. MUNRO,
85 Wellingtéa'St. North,
HAMILTON, ONT.




