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i*-t,, foiur nalaieus stanîd forth
soprJiiiinty as to caist all

:i thers into an obscure back-
3 ud Thesc are Scott,

i,. )cens. Thackecra - and
(XreEliot. Of thei ai%

1- Elioit, pet haps, %vîll appeal
îiust sî*roniiry to the svmi-

pathy (if the gclneral reader, primarily bie-
cau-Se she i-, a wvomlan, but also because
shu etiudies in lier %vorks the modern
English pliilosophdy of lufe.

A few %vords on the nature of lier art,
and a bricf estimate of lier philosophical
notions %vill consequentiv 1e of interest.

George Eliot lias wvon faine mainly by
hier nioveds. She wvrote î'oetry, indeed,
but iii no gYreat quantity and that not of
the first order. Writcrs of fiction niav be
classed as socie:y or character novelists,
according as their wvorks tend to give a
'<encri :)icture of social initer-course, or
are mîade t', brin«, one pai-ticular individu-
alinto the clearest liglîr. lc.aving the ollier
di?;;zzfis pesdlc tu iroup tiienselves
around tbis Ieading perisoniage in sui a
ivay as to brinî hii intu yet bolder relief.
Geuorge, Elliji log jartly to eachi
sclîol, ihougli, in general, il miay be
sitîd tliat individual cliaracterization wzas
more coiîgenial t0 lier grenius tliaî the
delincation of social manners. The latter
-requircs delicate coloring and a skilful
hand 10 catch tlie varVincf tints ef social
life, but it is essenîially surace work and
calîs for nlo probing perceptive power on
Ille part of the artis.. Society îîîakes
men and wonîeî atrtifîciail, and the society
novelist lias done his duty when lie sets
before us their quirks and siniles anid
quasi-gallantry. To tear off their niîasks
and show tdicîn ais îliey really arc, to de-
pict the secret wvorkings of tlieir passions,
Io niakle a psychological analysis of their
natures, is tie fair more difficult task of the
charTacter novelist.

George Eliot %ias endowed in a bighi
degree witlî îto qualities seldoni fouînd
in association. iniagitation and deep)
sijaectilative powver, thirit fed bier to take
a high p)lace aniongst the latter class of
nrhisîs èlis :o entirely excludiîig lier
fron Ille former. The speculative benî

of lier mind made lier prefer the study of
the lieart to the pota'lof thle airynioti-
ing-s of the drwn-onwhilst lier Vivid
imaginative p owvers miade lier creations
real mien and wvomien and îîot nietapliysi-
càIl abstractiuns.

Eacli class of tlie novel is furî ber de-
termiined as to its artistic mient by the
inuralit), il disîflays. 'lle good and the
be-autiful are essentiaily one. anîd th eir di-
vorce in the realmis of art inust l)rove
disastrous, nay, destructive to artisîic exe-
cution. V"ice, unfortunately, is a feature
of lîuman life, and as such inust find its
reprtselîtation iii art, but it is îîot the
umainî féature, and tlie artist wvho niakes it
so by cloaking ils inrinsic ugliness wilh
an alluring drapery is servin, ]lis readers
vith, thli usks of smine, %vheil lie night
have given thenm the clioicebî pr,)duce of a
land fiowing wvitli milk and lioiey. Aliiiost
as fatal, however, is the opposite extreine.
Tl'le artist is not tlîe preacherand lie nmay

snalniost as gnievously hgainst artistic
canoiis by pointing the moral 100 strong-
ly as by being opienly immoral. George
Eliot's workS Ila-ve always a Iligc'l moral
toile and are alîîîosî iiivariably written
wiîli a direct mioral purpose. The lesson
iii not a few of tleie is l)enlal)s too ob-
vious, though iii tis regard she lias liard-
]y uiierited t11e severe linndling sue lias re
ceîved froi sme critics. 'l'lie raorality
sue inculcates is, of course. based on
natural religion, for being a nîaterialist,
she rejected the lofty pninciples of revela-

tion. V t lough an unbeliever, sue
'vas artisi enough to perceive thiat niateni-
alisni is of the earîli earîlily, and 10
kniowv thal the artistic value of lier works
would be inmîeasurably enhiaîced by the
introduction of the religious elernent.
Sue%- depicts religious motives with a clear-
ness and force whichi is astonisbing in
onîe who herseîf had lost ail persoiîal per
ception of lieni. 'l'lie character of Dinah,
the feiîale 2\Leîlodist preacher ina Adami
]3ede is a case in point.

As to lier style, it lias been objected
tlîat slîc is 100 inuclî giveli 10 techraical
scientific termis, and it niiay be conceded
tiîat tic forni in wliich suie lias put lier
novels is sucli as 10 appeal rather to the
cultured ilian to the illiterate.


