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“.Ah, lads! yow've brought the things, I sec ; have you got them all
Fight 1
“Yes, sir,” said Ned, touching his ¢aPs though he did not look up.
. “This hamper looks as if it had been opened,” said the Squire; “it is
tied y;, very strangely.”
“Ts it, sir?” said Ned awkwardly.
- he Squire thought the hoys did not look very comfortable, so he said,
9 down and ask cook to give you some dinner, and come up here
a1n for your money.” . )
When the boys were gone, the Squire i‘;n(l his man opened the hamper.
‘It iy very strangely fastened, James;” said the Squire.
“It's heen opened, sir, sure enough, Yeturned the man.
side the hamper was a note from the friend who had sent it, saying
that the grapes were pretty good he hoped, but one bunch he was sure
Was good, a white bunch, the only o%€ he had, And no white hunch
Vas found !
“Call the Toys up,” said the Squire:  “Where is the bunch of white
"pesi” Le asked as the hoys appeared.
They both looked very frightened, l’:ut did not speak. Presently Willic
Ss‘lfls “Oh, sir, we did not mean—-—
‘Mean what?” i
::\V(: didn't mean to take them at irst; we only meant to peep in.”
«hien you opened the hamper?” ) S
the | h, Please sir, forgive us; we'll never do such a thing again,” said
- J0ys in great trouble.

50 ought to have vou locked up for stealing,” sald Squire Evaus
\‘el.el v

>

. “On, please sir,” exclaimed both boys “:ith tears, “please let us go this
“‘e,)&nd we'll never do such a thing again.” ) ]

; }JuF,” said Nquire Evans, “you have been guilty of theft. This is a

against (fod as well as a loss to me. You richly deserve punishment;

.VCL f'llthough 1 won't lock you up this tiine, of _course ‘I shall 1ot pay

the” d'nd I shall expect you to pay. m.e thiree slnl!mgs for the worth of

ahdéilipes. ;'Xs soon as you earn it you nu}st bring th'e money to e,

will ope this will he a lesson to you ‘l\f}t to steal again. 1 hope you
o Seek God’s forgiveness also for youl sin.

not tl: tboys went away very sad, but; :‘uter that they were very careful

ey ouch what did not belong to them, and I am told that they both
up honest men after all. .

810.3'8, beware of the beginnings gf Sllll. The first step, however small,
e to lead to another more serious still.
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«A COVENANT,”

““Now, Lord, I give myself to Thee,
I would be WhO“Yr Thine ;
As Thou hast given Thyself to me,
And Thou art wholly mine ;
Oh, take me, seal me as Thine own,
Thine altogether—Thine alone,”



