THE CHILDREN'S RECORD.

TALKS ABOUT CHINA.

N China on every New Year's Morning
each man and boy, from the emperor to
to the luwest peasant, pays a visit to
his mother, Ie carries her a present,
thanks her for all she has Qone for him,
and asks a continuance of her favor another
year. The Chinese are taught to believe that
mothers have an influence for good over their
sons all through the year.

The farmer lad gets very little schooling,
but the son of a merchant orteacher or ofticial
has a better chance. School keeps ncarlg all
the year, and there are no Saturday or Sun-
day holidays. Early in the morning, at sun-
rise, the boy starts for school, and with but
two intermissions remains there until sunset.
The boy commences to go to school when six
years of age. Girls are seldom sent to school.

A Chinese school makes itself heard long
before it is seen, for each scholar is learning
his task off by heart, repeating it over and
over again in & loud, sing-song tone of voice,
till it is fixed in the memory, and when thirty
or forty boys are doing thig at the same time
it sounds as loud as the roaring of the ocean,

A Chinaman, in greeting you, instead of
shaking your hands, clasps his two hands to-
gether and moves them up and down a few
inches in front of himself several times.
When he is very polite the hands are raised
up as high as the forchead while he makes a
profound bow, Ladies do not do this, but
clutch the left hand sleeve with the right
hand and imitate the same motion.

A Chinaman frctulcntly has several names.
A month after his birth he receives his “milk
name.” When he starts to school he is given
2 ‘““book name.” When he is married he is
given a “great name.”  On taking a degrecor
on entering ofticial life he receives his “oflicial
name.” After death he is known by his
posthumous name in the Hall of Ancestors.
There are also ‘‘house names,” ‘‘flowery
names,” ete. Girls are givena **milkname,”
a ‘“ marriage name,” and nicknames.

The beggar boy is commou. Summer or
winter he is up early and out on the road,
watching for the carts or litlers_ carrying
travellers to and from the great cities.” He
hails the occupant with a cry, * Venerable
sir, venerable sir! give mea cash!™ It does
not matter whether the traveller is old or
young ; he calls him old, as no other mode of
address would be respectful. Perhaps the
traveller does not give at once. Then the boy
runs ahead, dms)s on his knees for an instant,
knocks his head to the ground, and scram-
bling to his feet again, runs after the cart
with the same cry as before. The greater
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part of the year the little beggar is clad only | other, and with it is connected the worship of
in o suit of brown which nature has provided. { ancestors ; the second has many idols, and

-caps. The men shave the forepart of the i

On some of the holidays you will sec a group §
of Imf's in front of some temple playing at §
shuttlecock. The game ig played by only one
at o time. The object of t'he game is to see B8
how many times the player, who stands on §#
one foot, can knock the shuttlecock into th. &
air with the other foot without once falling 3
to the ground.

The Chinese wear nothing that is tight- R
fitting, The workingman in summer wearsa
loose-titting pair of cotton trousers and aloose ¥
Jacket, and in winter wears (iuiltcd cotton §
clothes, and sometimes over all o sheepskin i
robe. The wealthier classes wear garments gl
much_similar in shape, but made of silk o
linen in summer, and woollen or furin winter. §
The mandarins are distinguished by badges
worn on the bLreast and back of their robes, B
and by the knobs or buttons on top of their |§

head and the rest of the hair is plaited into §
what is called & cue. The feet of the girls,
except. among the Manchus, the poor classes,
and the slave girls, are bound tightly 1o
prevent the feet growing, so that the women 3%
of the wealthy classes are not able to wailk i
well, but can only hobble along.

Fortune tellers go through the streets offer- 3
ing to tell for money what will take place. SR8
One class tells fortunes very much like soue J
we have scen in the streets of New York. ji
Sixty-four cards are prepared. On oneside of |
each’ card is drawn either a god, a beast, a §
bird, or & man, and on the other side is writ-
ten a stanza of poetry. The cards are then
spread on a table,.a trained bird is let out of a
cage and picks up two of the cards and pre-
sents them to his master, who, after studying
the pictures and the poetry, gives an answer
to the inquiry made of hin. .

Many of the people in China live all their |
lives on boats in the river, and live chiefly or i
fish that they catch. A missionary in China
writes: “Some of the boats are called slipper
Leats, and they look very much like lug
slippers, and & whole family lives in each
boat. Look into onc of them and you will
see the old grandmother in the back of the BB
boat with the little two-year-old playing}
near her, tied to the boat, sv that if he fail,
overboard she can have something to pull
him in by. Her danghter-in-law with "the
baby on her back, stands in the front {)mr: -
of the boat rowing, and one of the little bovs
sits near trying to help row, und the other§
children areallin the back part of the buat
with their grandmother.”

There are three different kinds of religi-« g
in China. They are called Confucianisi, g ¢
Taoism, and Buddhism. The first has nmun b
to say about the relations of people to eah
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