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ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Braxg,—Blank enough—glad to gee that your
lelsuro moments are so well employed,

G. H. H.—The MS. is to hand— may bo com-
pelled to bold it over for a week or two. Much
obliged.

Perearing P —If short and practical, tho article
would be accoptable,

W. P. Lrcan.—*% iy Diary, or America in the
Midst of War” has not been republished on this
sido of tho Atlantic. Tho work is expensive, and
is not kept in stock by booksellers here, but it
can be procured from England 1m about s1x weeks;
probable price, nivo dollars, Will be happy to
order it for you.

A. A. Oxon~Much obliged.

H. 8. L., Barrox~—We cannot altogether
discard politics from the READEZR, nor do we think
our paper is less welcomo in the family circle
because come space is devoted to the discussion
of tho topics of the day. To meet the wishes of
many of our fricnds—yourself included—1s¢ have
determined to give, for & few wecks, two extra
pages of our leading story, ‘‘Half a Million of
Money.?

Agauekfon.—Wefear your second experiment
w!'lillili)e attended with results no less drilliant than
the first.

W. H. B.— Aliquis.— Our arrangements are
completed for the present.

Erostratus.~You will probably nced to ex-
ercise that golden virtue—* Patience.” What
would you suggest to render the cxterior more
attractive?

Perer—We are always happy to receive your
“suggestions.”

H. S, Avrxer—Forward your sabscription in
3 registered letter, and we will mail tho Reaper
to your address. Caa send the back numbers.

Ewya L. —Miss Amelia Edwardsis the aathoress
of ¢ Half a Million of Money.”

R. C.—We give the lincs below : {

GALEN AND THE CITY FATHERS.

'Twas in tho infancy of great Now York,

\When all the northern suburb of tho city

Was foul with ofla), bog, and dirty work;

Thero Galen Rilled, or cared, less wise than witty,

He throvo npaco, $or folks wero suro 10 bo sick,
But, sick or well,
*Twas hard to tell

Which was tho worst to tahe—his Joko or physic.

Near by the Dostor’s house, to his distress,
Reposed a slongh of recking rottenness,
A miasipatic generator,
A fathom deep, or thercabouts, X guess,
Tho' famo, which often makes tho great thogreater,
Reported that the mud was bottomless.
Str Galen often warned tho City Fathers
To drain the bog; and take tho atench away,
But nothing camo of all theicJong palavers,
Uutil, at lust, upon a chilly dnf
A vicious horso caught ‘twixt histeeth, tho bit,
And, rushing onward at a rattling canter,
The bog ahesd—made ono great Icap in it,
And dumped a braco of ‘¢ Fathers' in tho centre.

No help was rank or Aldermanio suavity, R
Each desp'rate wrigg!o only sank them lower,
Onuanlgrcg by tpl;::i c'o'n‘t;ogf pcm}?lng power,
*im alJaw o vity.
Ont ran tho’Doctor. when ho%acanf tho clatter,
YYith twinkling ]t_z'cs and mouth of wido cxtension;
**Tho bog,"” quoth he,
* Atlast I see,
Is having sour attention,
I'm glad to see you sterring in this matfcr.”

If some such catastrophe shounld befall a brace
or two of our City Fatbers, it might cause them
to stir in matters which need their serious atten-
tion. A lively roll in the rivers of mud
which sometimes disgraco our strects, mightprove
ns efficacious as tho leap in the New York bog,
celebrated above by our correspondent.

W. R.J, St. Ursawx St.—Thanks! baveyou
more cqually good ?

Jas. R—~Unless otberwise stipulated, whero
an opponent gives the odds of a pawn it must be
the king’s bishop’s pava.

1’ F. B.—Tho picces, especially the longer,
are smoothly written, but aro scarcely up to the
mark for publication. X

Grorax L.—We are compelled todeclino your

proposition,

SCIENTIFIO AND USEFUL.

A newmaterial for paper-making has just been
discovered in France.  With the root of lucerne
M. Caminado hag succeeded in making a pulp
which can bo cmployed jointly with ragsin tho
manufacturing of paper, and even geparately.

MANGRAOTORIES OF INDIARUBBER ARTICLES.—
Thero aro now in America and Europe moro than
160 manufactorics of indiarubber articles, cm-
ploying from 400 to 600 operatives each, and
consuming more than 10,000,000 of pounds of
gum per anpum,  Tho business, too, is conside-
red to be still in its infancy.  Certainly it is in-
creasing. Nevertheless thero is no possibility of
tho demand exceeding the supply. The belt of
land around the globe, 600 miles north and 500
south of tho equator, abounds in trees producing
the gum, and they can be tapped, it is said, for
twenty successivescasons. Forty-threo thousand
of these trees wero counted in a tract of country
thirty miles long and threo wido, Each tree
yiclds an averago of threo tablespoonsful of sap
daily, but tho trees aro so close together that
one man can gather the sap of eighty in a day.

Toe Madeira bone-cave, which Dr. Adams
discovered in 1863, on tho south-yest coast of
Malta, and which he named after tho Pheenician
mines closo by, is to be further explored, tho
Geological Section having voted 304 for the pur-
pose. In 1864, Dr. Adams worked at it divers
times, untill the British Association sent a grant
enabling bim to clear out fifty-four feet of the
cave, which was filled with red carth and stalac-
tite. Hero ho found sixty to eighty teeth, and
numerous fragments of boneg, of at least two
species of clepbant, one a perfect pigmy, the
other of larger size, but scarcely cqual to the
smallest Asiatic clephant ; besides vast quantities
of a gigantic rat, land tortoise, and swan—the
last of colossal dimensions. It has been named
Signus_falconerii, after the distinguished palaon-
tologist, the late Dr. Falconer. Dr. Adams will
continuc his researches during the winter months.

Axorner New Guxrowper.—Near Potsdam,
in Prussis, gunpowder is being manufactured
from wood on something like the gun-cotton
principle. It is now somo years since we first
heard of the conversion of sawdust into an ex-
rlosive by means of acids on the gua-cotton
principle ; but Captain Schulze, of Potsdam.
appears to have carried out the invention into »
practical manufactare. By machinery he cross-
cvisbecchand other timberinto very thin vencers,
which are casily crumbled into a coarse-grained
powder or sawdust, which is then exposed to the
action of acids, probably in much the samo way
that cotton is to form gun-cotton. The grains
are thus reduced in size, and rendered cxplosive
when dricd, without yielding cither smoke or
smell in the combustion, but giving a brithant
light suitable for pyrotechnic displays.

1

WITTY AND WHIMSICAL.

“No man can do anything against his will”
said & metsphysician. ¢ Can't he, thoagh!” ex-
claimed Jones. “Don't T get up at seven o'clock
six mornings every week agrinst my will2”

A coop deal of tho consolation offered in the
world i3 about as solacing as the assurance of
the man to his wife when she fell into the river:
«You'll find ground at the bottom, my dear.”

Ax innkeeper observed & postilion with only
one spur, and inquired the reason. #Why, what
would bo the use of another?” said the postilion,
«jf one side of the horse goes, the other can't
stand still.”

¢¢ Avy, morning bitters have o beating tendency
or effect,” said a doctor to & young lady.—¢ You
will except a bitter cold morning, won't you,
doctor?® inquired the lady.

A DigTINCTION AXD A DIFFERERCE.~~JONes has
discovered the respectivo natures of a distinction
and s difference.  Uo says that -¢a littlo differ-
renco” frequently makes many encmics, whilo
“g litllo distinction™ atiracts nosts of fricnds to
tho one o whom itis conferred.,

The story of tho cadeavour to tamper with the
loyalty of tho Irish soldier during Smith O Brien's
rebelllon is very characteristic of tho British sol-
dicr in general, “Surely, if you saw Shane, or
any of your fricnds in our ranks, you wouldn’t
firo on them ? "% Bo dad,” wag tho answer, ¢if
the next man was my own mother, I'd shoot him
if ¥ got tho order.”

Con. rroy Tor MeLBoURNS “ Punon."—\Why is
a man at work in tho north-western portion of
Hindostan liko our youngest contributor when
manufacturing & joke ?~Ho i3 engaged on tho
Punjaub (pun job).

By A MarriEp Wonax.—¢My opinion is, that
if men wero always straightforward in their ways
and actions, there would bo fewer ¢tottering
lirabs’ borne to our doorg-—especially at night—
and no getting up shaky in tho moring?

Toe Horxs op o ALTAR—We hear that his
Holiness the Pope has given positive orders that
all his bulls shall bo kept within the precincts of
the Vatican whilo the cattle disease is rife.

Quoite Onvious—It would never answer for
two ill-tempered men to go up together in o bal-
loon, because they would be so likely to fall out
on the way.

Oxe very cold night a doctor was aroused
from his slumber by a very loud knocking at his
door. After some hcsitation he went to tho
window, and asked, ¢ Who's there ? 7<~¢ A friend,?
wag tho answer.— ¢ What do you want?? -
“Want to stay here all night”—%“Stay there,
then,” was the benevolent reply.

A ctrious law cagse bas been tried in France,
to discover who was tho rightful ownerof a well,
Swearin and complication were going on about
the matter, to a lengthy extent, when the judgy,
astonished, exclaimed, “But this is all about o
little water. What can it matter so very much,
that you should both put yourselves to so much
trouble and expense about it?™ # Nonsieur,” re-
plicd one of  the advucates, dryly, “the pleaders
are, both of them, wine merchants,” The value
and significance were scen at once, aud created
a roar of Jaughter.

A Houorisr Prquep.—Theodors Hook wag re.
lating to his friend, Charles Mathews, how on
ono occasion, when supping in company with
Peake, tho latter surreptitiously removed from
his plato several slices of tongue; and, affecting
to be very much annoyed by sach practical jok-
ing, Hook concluded with the question, “Now,
Charles, what would you do to anybédy who
treated you in such a manner?” %Do?" ex-
claimed Mathews, “if any man meddled with my
tongue, I'd lick him.”

A MILEMAN the other day, in speaking of the
dnluness of the market, said, “I can’t make any-
thing now-n-days, there i3 8o much composition
in the bu"ness” He probably told the truth un-
wittingly.

A South Carolina editor says that monoy is
now go scarce in that State, that when two dol-
lars mect, they are such strangers to each other
that their respective owners have to introduco
them.

An 61d Iady, when told of herhusband'sdeath,
exclaimed, “Well, I do declare, our troubles
never como alone. It ain’t a week since I.lost
my best hen, and now Mr. Thompson has gono
too, poor roant”

A man having a very stingy wife, she, on one
occasion, received his friends jo the drawing-
room with a single candie. “Bo pleased, my
dear,” said he, “to let us have a second candle,
that we may sec where the other stands.”

A suaLn manufacturer in Fife was lately; tak-
ing his usual morning walk in his garden, pre-
vious to his beginning tho labours of the day,
when he heard a blackbird pouring forth his
swect melodious strains. Qur worthy friend,
looking up, thus addressed the feathered song-
ster: “IUs gay an caly foryou, frien’, tas whustle
there, when yo hinna o bill tae mect- tho doy?
That he did tho bird injustico wo are-sure he
will readily acknowledge, when he learns that
_:.]ho blackbird had actually o 4l te meat-that
day. s
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