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barloy and other grains into flat, round cakes, a
Londbreadth wide and about an inch thick. The
door is ..shut. The door of an Eastern house
leads through & blank street wall into a passage
through which ia reached tho inner court, round which
the rooms are bwit. In bed. The LEastern bed is
simply 2 mat and quilt to lic upon and a coverlet.
Importunity ; shamelessness (compare ch. 18:5).

111. ’SNCOURAGEMENT IN PRAYER.—9,10. And
1 say. Tho story just told how the urgent neighbor
fared ; Jesus will tell how His disciples will fare, if
they pray. Ask .. seek .. knock; keep asking,
secking, knocking as a habit. Prayer must bo con-
tinuous and earncst. Receiveth . . findeth . . open-
od; a threefold assurance that God will answer
prayer.

11-15. A father. A friend (vs. 5-8) can be in-
duced to help one ; how much more a father ! A loaf
(Rov. Ver.) . . 8 stone. Stones might look like the
flat Oriental loaves. A fish .. a gerpent. The stone
would bo useless, the serpent dangerous. Egg . .
a scorpion. The scorpion rolled up might resemble
an egg. Bread, dried fish and hard-boiled eggs are
ordinary food 1n the East. V. 13 argues that, if im-
perfect earthly fathers will give their children what is
good, much more will God, whe is our Father, give us
what we need. Holy Spirit. Matt. 7 :11 bas
“good things.” The Holy Spint is God's Lest gift.

BASTEEN HOUSES

Travelers who visit Es Savur, a prosperous town
cast of tho Jordan, find in it houses iike that which
Jesus had in mind when He spoke about the unfriendly
neighbor. They are well buwilt of stone, and are tidily
kept. The windows, however, aro in many cases
to bo found only 1n the upper story rooms, and heavy
biank walls on the ground level give even a sc.all
stone building an air of fortress-hke seclusion. W (b
the reet door shut and barred, it might bo diffizul
to ro.s5e a slzepy Es Salt neighbor, espeaally if he did
not wish to be roused.

LESSON QUESTIONS
1 What mark of Luke’s Gospel is found in v. 12
Mention some occasions on which Jesus prayed.
Through what region was He now passing? What
custom of Jewish teachers is hero referred to ? Whero
did Paul write, “Pray without ceasing ?" (1 Thess.
5:17)

2 How mauny potitions in the Lord's prayer have
to do with God's honor, kingdom and will ? What
doces “our” signify ? How are we taught to pray to
God with coufidence? Why should we come to Him
with roverence ? What is meant by “name 7"’ What
does the third petitivn mean? How is the kingdom
of God described in Rom, 14 :17 ?

8, 4 How many petitions refer to our own needs ?
Explain “daily bread.” What is the condition of
forgivencss? Does the last petition contradict
James 1:127

5-8 What Jewish law of honpitality does v. 7
suggest ?  Describe Eastern loaves. ¥ ow were East-
ern houses built 2 What were Eastern beds like ?

9-13 By what argument docs Jesus hero prove
that God will answer prayer?

FOR DISCUSSION

1. Does Jesus discourage provision for the future ?
2. Aro all prayers always answered ?

A PRAYER

Inspire us, Lord, by the example of Solomon and
Hezekiah and Daniel, of Peter and John and the
modern successors of these scrvants of God, men and
women who have learned to take overything to Him
in prayer. Give us mpore faith, more desire for com-
munion with Thee, niore hunger to be in Thy company
always. And may it bo so evident that we have been
with Thee that others also will wish to come with
us and learn of Thee. Amen.

Prove from Scripture—That God is our Father.

Shorter Catechism—Ques. 85. What doth God re-
quire of us, thal we may escape kis wrath and curse dus
to us for sin? A. To cscapo the wrath and curse of
God due to us for gin, God requireth of us faith in Jesus
Christ, repentance unto life, with tho diligent use of all
the outward means whereby Christ communicateth to
us thoe benefits of redemption.

The Question on Missions —5. How docs a field
worker start a Sunday School ?  Tho missionaries aro
asked to arrange meetings for all the places under their
charge where there should bo Sunday Schools but aro
none. Where this cannot be done, the field worker
arranges the meeting himself by announcing it in the
public schoel and by visiting the people.

YLoesson Hymns-~Book of Praise : §0 (Supplement-
al Lesson), 25, 293, 76 (Ps. Sel.), 16 (from Prrsary
QUARTERLY), 24.

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS

1. How many paris has tho Lord's Prayer, and with what doeseach deal 2.... . (... ... . ..., PO,
2. How docs the parable of the friend at midnight assurc us that God will answer prayer?......... .
3. By what further argument does Jesus prove our prayers will be answened 2., .. L et e eee
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