
the batbarlans. "11After they had loalced a «<'Be courteous"' (Pet. 3: 8). Christians
great white and saw noa harmn corne ta hlm, should always act courteously. Çultured
they changed their minds, and said that he was people, though flot christlans, generally do.
a rod." Two things are ta be noted ina the The highcr one's position and character is the
canduct of the people : (i) The idea that the more we expect ta find, and generaliy do find,
goda visited crime wlth present inflîctions of a courteous spirit. Our young people should
punishment They were right ina that instinct be tmained ta be courteous; taught that this
which taught them that the gods abhor and which we find ina these heathen men should
punlah crime. They were wrong in arrogating much more always be found ira those who are
'Io themseives the riglit ta say when any the followers of Jesus Christ. Rude mannera
calamity was a mark of the divine displeasure. are inconsistent with christian character. Spe-
The guiding passage on this point is found ina cially we shoîild show courtesy ta God's ser-
Luke 13: 1 -5. The second point ta note is the vants. The apostie was able in a very
lapidity with which they changed their minds gratifying way ta repay the klndness of Pub-
front thinking him ta be a murdcrer ta thinking lius by healing his father, the effect of which
him ta be a god. was that Ilothers aiso which had diseases in

Such sudden change of view is the mark of the island came and were healed." God takes
ignorance. It shows that they were flot goverfi. note of kindness shown ta His servants and
cd by reasan, but by prejudice, tradition, and repays it. How niuch blessing, temporal and
popular superstitions. spiritual, the Ianding of Christ's servant upon

We should be on aur guard, not aniy against the islund brought ta its inhabitants 1 How
clinging ta error-that is needed-but much many homes were blessed by his healing
mare there is needed to-day, a guarding againat power, given him of Godt How many lives
the hasty adopting of iaudly prcnounced gladdened with the knawledge of Christ 1
opinions. Let every such opinion, every pro. Such are the blessings whlch the gospel brings
posai, be subjected ta the light of reasan, and ta every land ta which it cames. The grate.
of the word of God. fui people Il'honored us with many honora."

Let us be on aur guard against jumping at When we departed they Illaded us with such
conclusions. Specially we need ta be careful things as were necessary." Sa that the apostie,
when this has reference ta the character of any. who was cast ashore ina a destitute, ship-
ana. 11He is a niurdarer 1 - Ha is a god !"' wrecked condition, ieft the island with his
What a différance betwaen these conclusions. wants fuliy supplîad, and consciaus of having
Bath wrong; bath groundiesss. We may done much for the service of the Master.
imitate the barbarians ira that noble feature of Sa God encourages bis servants by using
kindness whlch they axhibitad ta the distressed, them. The thrae months spent ira Melita
but we must not imitata them, as ia nat infra. were an encouragement and refreshment ta
quantly e.'one, ira their hasty judgments and the apastie, much naeded on bis way ta Rame.
rash conclusions concerning the character and The remainder of the jaurnay by sea was from
coraduct of mnr. There is a tendency at the Island ta Puteali, an the caast cf Italy,
prasent bath ina our religiaus and social world then the IlLiverpool " of the empire, the bar-
ta the adoption of measuras and taking up the bar at. which tha largar shipping ceratrad,
opinions cf men with undua haste. One side Ostia, the port of the city, bairag only used by
cf the subject only is considered. The rasuit. amaller vessels. The jnurney frorn Puteoli ta
is that harm, la done; we are led inta errar. Rame was by land, along the famous Appian
This canduct of the barbarians la a valuable Way. lie stayad at Puteoli 7 days, finding
lesson upon thla important point, nat ta judge brethren there, and cheered by their society.
hastily. Word of bis arrivai was sent forward ta Rame.

Ilk Th hieftme» ofthe i.laid"-Publius was From Puteoli they went along the Appian
of the samne hospitable character as the people. Way ta a place called Appli Forum. There
"He received us andi lodged us three days he met with a deputatian of brethran from
courteously."1 Rame, who had came to meat andi waicame

It is raid (chap. 27. 3) that Julius, the cen. hlm. "lOn that day in the motlay andi vulgar
turion, «"cuurteously " eratrceated Paul. It la crowd, sume of the few christiaas who were
wall ta amphaslze the apostle's injunction, Ithen ira the worid, suddenly racognlzed ana
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