
T lie Character of th2 Messiah

,ees tùe§ prupheey fulftlled in Jesus' dwelling
n G ie.

V. 2. The people. in darknes; a descrip-
tion truc of all the world mhcn Christ came,
,ut especially true of thnee dwelling in th-s
Nurtherm regin, who wcre despised nmong
tht Jews, John 1 :46; 7:;52. The. land of
the htdou, of dea*h. The ead condition of
Israel under the yoke o! a forejgn bondage
is iiketied to the darkoess of the lower world.
Ifae ceciaagreat !ight. ihese words point to
Jesus, who was tlbe, nt oniy the "«Glnry of

.l orael," luit alsn "a L.ight tu lighten the
t ;e.tiles," Luke 2 :32. It wae fitting, there-
fore, that Hie aboutit begin Hje work on the
tiorders of the Gentile world.

V. 3. Thou hasi multiplied the nation.i
bsrael woîild increase (compare. ch. 26 :15;

t; Il:; Zech. 14 : 10). Chriot's kingdoni
would grow iii like mariner outil it should 11n
longer be limited to the Jcwe, but should
u.îread over the wlîole world. Thou hast
itirreased their joy (11ev. Ver.), The Hebrew
tî,1uivalents for "îîot" and "«their" (or "his")
are alike in soutid and differ very little in
spelling, aînd une nîay have been substâited
for the other iii traîîerribing. There is lways
juy where the Saviour je received into the
heart aîîd home (ttc Arte 8 : 8). Three
points tire to be noted about this joY : (1)
loy te fore thee; that je, joy which depends
oîpte) (od aoï its source. (2) Joy in hae8et;
as at tht Feast of Tabernacles, Ex. 23 :16.
(3) I>iride ttc spoil. It is the joy of Victor@
aller the battit.
II. A Vision of Pente, 4, 5.

Vs. 4, 5. Thou hast broken; that in, the

piower of the Ascyrians. This picturs the
deliverance from the great opprfuor, sin
(compare Mark 2 :10, Il). Yoke of hie
bîîrden; tht yoke which burdened him. The
yoke je an eîîibleni ut elavery, Gen. 27 : 40.
'ie furcigner has lied lernel yoked like an
aimîal. Jehovah ijow will sever the yoke
front off t heir neck, (comrpare Gai. 5 : 1, etc.).
Staff cf hie shoulder; the staff used to boat
liîo. Red cf hiet oppresr (driver). Com-

ire Ex. 5:6, 11. Ever y instrument of
slavery ié f0 be deetroyed. As in the day;
thit is, day of battit, 0f Mfidian;' when

iue-îovPribrew tht Nfidieiniteas (Ce Jîiig
,l- i t., S)ý

Read v. 5 sa in the ltev. Ver. Tht milfitary
boots and "loka and other warlike accoutre-
mente s"a le destroyed. "War bas rolled
away forever over that northern horizon and
il the relics of war are swept together into
the fire." (Dr. G. A. Smith.) (Compare
eh. Il : 1-10; alto eh. 2 :4.)
III. A Vision of Christ, 6, 7.

Va. 6, 7. tinta us a child is bora. "This je
the greateat (bleesing) that the writer cau
hope for, and, in hie joy over its fulfilmnent,
hie includes himoeIf ('unto us')." (Marti.)
He bas given us a picture that netne Save
Jesus lins ever completely fulfilled. A trou
ji gimln. Jesiis was Son of (iod and Son of

tuait. Gommeni . . ispon hie shouldet. TL.e
reference may be to the royal mantde, the
emhîem o!authority. Wùe,* iful, Counse lier;
or "Wonder-Counselloir," "a wonder, or the
inost wonderful, among counsellore is Hie"
-a necessary quality in a grand Ruler (mee
Col. 2 : 3). Thet migh4 Gmt; or "Hero-Gud,'
that ie, a God among bernes, a God endued
with a power not found in humai ernes
(compare Pa. 45 : 6; liai. 1 :8). The reer-
la8ting Father; or "Father of Eternity," that
is, one whe continually acte as a tender and
pitiful Father tu Hie people (compare Po.
103: 13). The Prince 0f Pea.c. He je tht
Bringer of peuce (compare ch. 2 :2-4; Il :4;
Mic. 5 : 5; Zech. 9 : 10; John 14 :27, and ee
the eong of the angele, Luke 2 :14). Jneretar
* . no end. 'The Mesiah's kiogdom je to
increase until it includea the whole world
(compare Matt. 28 :19, 20; Eph. 1 : 20-23).
7eal of the Lord al hosis. Godes ou n honor
je bound up with thii matter. He muet
therefore help Hje people and eetabljeh Hie
kingdom (compare Zech. 1 : 14 8 : 2; aiso
Hymn 262, v. 4, Book of Fraise),

Lifht from the Eairt
His NAmE,-In primitive timcs mnii guI

their names front fonie budily weciiiirity,
andi shen the nnie wat, once cojned it was
used indisrriminately. Thjs cust-ini je t,til
commun jn places where there are many per-
sons of the same nome. Later, mciu began
to be called by sane trait of their charai.ter,
ejther good or badl. The Sknple, Tht
ý-f!Ient, Tht Cruel, The Terrible, The Gond,
hiaie een sddeîl t,, istorie mite., qiid have


