“OUR NOME COMPANION.

ment House, Circumstances shortly occurred : conscquently a largo proportiongpf the wurk dune
which nccessitated its removal. It was decided | at our Nurmal Schools is 1ot real Normal Schooll
to orect now and apprupriate buildings. The, work. Tho meagro provision at hand is thus s
corner atonoc of the present Toronto Normal School | heavily impeded that the mere incrense of schouls
was Jaid by Lord Ergm in July, 1851, on which  keeps apaco with the supply of trained teachers,
occasion Dr. Kyerson said that one of the fuur cir- |, It is readily seen that a great multiplication ol
cumstances “which cucourage the most sanguwinu sich Nurmal Schools as those at present establislied§
anticipations in every patrivtic hieart in regard to would bo needed to vvertake the deficiency.  The
our educational future, is the precedence which  remarks of the Minister of Education cn this
our Legislature has taken of all othars on the. point are important :—*‘On all hands there is but
western side of the Atlantic, in providing for Nor . vue opmiun that schouls should be placed unde
mal School instruction, and in aiding teachers to, yualitied trained teachers. It is dufficult to devis J€
avail themsclves of its advantages.” It must Lo or suggest a remedy for meeting this demaxd B
matter of decp regret to the patrivt that vur Pro- During the past seven vears tho raoks of t'cl
vince, which 8o nobly led the van in 1830 on this , teachers havo been recruited at the rate of fromf§
side the Atlantic, 18 now so far in therear of mmuy 13500 to 1800 per annum. Our Nurmal Schoul: 8
of her neighbors in providing “*Normal Schuul in- have accommiodation fur only 250.  We find theu |}
struction.” Over 4,000 of Untario's teachors actu-  how few trained teachers there can be. It is§
ally engaged are Third-Class or old County Board , throwing money away to place our schools in thef
licentiates! In September, 1876, the Ottawa, hiands of antrained Third-Class tecachors.  Ladies}
Normal School was opened.  Thus while Outano would naturally not remain long in the profession,
has two Normal Schools, the Stato of Ohiv has | tho average had been about two and a hali years.
11; the State of Hlhinois, wath one third tlic area | It is safe to assume that tho average timo of mal.
of OUntario, and a population of only two and a,and female teachers is not morc than three and uf
half millions, has 10, Massachusetts, with a popu ,h.\lf years. In view of these facts it may be esti §
lation 200,000 less than ours, has 7; and Vermont, | mated that it would require fiftcen more Normalf
with a poputlation of only about 300,000, has 3. Schools to meet the demand; but for this we are
But 1{): the Norma! Schools we have properly j searcely ready.”
perform the functions for which such institutions. Several answers have been proposed. Some think
are established ? I appears not.  Dr. Ryerson |that the appointment of peripatetic conductora offg
states that “‘our No.mal and Model Schools were  inotitates, whose duty it wonld be to go from
not designed to e.uvate young persons, but to,county to county and meet with teachers on whonfg
train teachers, both theoretically and practically.” | it would be compulsory to attend, would meet the}
Dr. Sangster, a former Head Master, ackauv.ledg | difficulty under question. As has been explained,
ing the digression in the work of the Normal | the provinces of the institute and Normal Schuo!
School from its original purpose, excuses it on the . are not concident, but even if they werc it is notj
und of necessity 1n the following terins :—**This | advisable that the schools should be subjected
institution is designed to train Coiamon School | interruptions of a weck, two or three times a year
teachers, so as to fit them for the more efficient | institutes held, as is usually the case at pregent®
discharge of their varied and important duties. jon a Friday and succeeding Saturday, would b
Though essentially a training school, rather than altogether too short to accomplish substantial r
a meore school of 1nstruction, in the ordinary sense | form. Another proposition has been to utilizp
of the term, the majurity of those reccived as) High Schools and Collegiate Iustitutes to traix
students-in-training are 8o dJeficient in scholastic j teachers.  In fact, as it is, the profession drawg
attainments that 1t 1s found necessary to ioclude |largely from the class of High School graduates
in its course of iustruction nut merely discussivns | Expurience proves that some of these High Schou
on the principles of educativn and methods of | papils have been taught mcthod as well as matter,
teaching, but also the actual teaching of most, or, yet many appear to have been uufitted for an un
all, the branches of Common School study.  “Lu | graved schoul through not baving had the oi;pox .
teach well we muust be pussessed of adeyuate huow- | tunity of sceing and hearing elumentary teaching
ledge; and as more than nine-tenths of those | or not having been taught how tu teach the rudi
who apply for adiussion do not pussess anytlung  ments of knowledge. = What our High Schoulg
like that amount of imformation and general koaw- | vould dv and should do is to relieve our Norni
ledge which the advancing spinit of tho age very ; Schwuls of the academic work they are at presen
properly demand of those who would become ¢lu- ( vumpelled to dv, and lzave the training to specially
cators of youth, the Nurmal S.hool masters are | apr. nted training masters un whom we could rely
compelled to supplement, by lectures on the dif-| ."ic most practical and eflicient remedy 4
ferent branchee of study embraced in an urdinary | meet the greatest defect in our educational systers
Enghsh education, the carly training, or want of | is the establishment of rear Normai and Mod
traimng, of those who eater its walls.  Every Schools, not combined $raining and academic colf
lecture, thercfore, given in the Nourmal Schoul is | leges such as those excellent iustitutions in Toron
delivered with a two-fold vbject :—~ and Ottawa, of which we need one or two more
1st. To convey to the class of students-iu-train- | raise the tone of education and prepare Norm.
ing a certain amount of informativi on the subject | and Model School masters. The igca is not novel
on which it treats ; and It is the same as was embodied in the resolutio
2nd. To give this information in such & manner, |of the Hastinfs' Convention and other teachers’
that making the necessary allowance for differences | sociations.  For example, take an average to
of age aud attainments, it may serve as a model of | schoul, having accommodation for four teachers. I
the method 1 which the same subject 1s to be {is- | consideration of the advantage to the town, oncd
cussed beforo a class of children. the rooms could ge.erally be secured for a Normg
The circumstances described by Dr. Sangster | Schiocol room, a mastur might be selected, and )
still exist,perhapsin a moreexaggerated form,secing | pointed by the Minister of Education for tl
that the length of the session has beca doubled, |special purpose of training aspiring educato
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