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‘The ono oxcrcise is not more sacred than tho other: and, therefore, if
wo are to be shut up to the exclumve use of the Paalme of David 1n

peaise, why tiot use thuse Paalms in prayer which are more truly prayers |
p y pray

than songs of praiso]  Besdes, if we are entitely to excludi®he human
element in praisc, wo onght to sipg, not the etnical, but the prase veran
of tho Paaline, which is exelusively used in the Jewish synagogues, and
is said, or chaunted, sather than sung.  1n fact, the Christian Cliunch has
¢eased to think and feel exclusively in the Psalins of Davad; and hence
those teligious bodies who have hefd so long and so tenaciously by the
oxclumyd usc of tho Pealing, are beginning to recommend now versionss
which, though literal even to balducss, aro yot closcly modelied, na to
number and music, on the hymna used by other Presbytenan churches
‘Thus, the Associate Preabytenian Church are 1ssuming now versiuns of tho
Paalms, 1n their magazine, wlich wo presume they mtend to sing in the
public worship of God. The specimens already exhnbited arc i every
senso greatly inferior to our present version of the Paalme  I'he poetry
is exccrable, Take, for example, the following imumable doggerel,
which its versifier evidently intendud for part of the 23rd Pealin =
Jehovah is mny shepherd—
My wants shall bo supplicd ;

He leads me in green pastures
Along tho water's sido.

My epirit he restoreth
When I my slns confess,

And leads mo, for his naine's sake,
In paths of righteousncss.

Tho propriety of singing hymns in tho Christian Chureh, may be ar-
gucd from th® fact that it is ono of the most cffective methods of com-
municating religious instruction. In all ages, poetry has lived in the
hearts of mankind, and moulded their character. IHence Fletcher of Sal-
town, said, that if ho were permitted to make the ballads of a nation, he
cared not who mado its laws. And it is trac in a sill more important
sense, that he who is permitted to mako tho hymns of a church, need
care little who preaches, or who makes its creed § for the comwmonly re.
ceivod psalmody will slowly but surcly inould the popular faith and form
the popular character. ,In the Old ‘I'estamnent, we have either tho reli-
gious experienco of the faithful, or an ecnumeration of the great decds of
God in behalf of his peoplo; and this secms to have nourished the flamo
of devotion, where it would have been otherwise extinguished. ‘I'ho
same truth may be widely traced throughout the Christiun Church; ands
thorefore, it is of the utmost importance that tho best music and the no.
blest poetry should be devoted to the service of God. A fow iliustrative
instances will be sufficient to demonstrato the truth of this pesition,

About the close of the third century, a party arose in the Church, who
denied the Saviour’s supreine divinity, and who maintained that he was
only a super-angelic Being. Antong other attempts to propagate this
heretical doctrine, one of tho most succeseful was tho compogition of
hymns, containing their erroneous sentiments better conposed than thoso
sung by tho orthodox. “They held religious assemblios during the stitl-
vess of night; aud, by torch-light, sang their alternate hymns. By such
means, more than by their discourscs, they enlisted the sympathics and
affections of the common people. Tho orthodox party were quite con-
scious of the influence which these hymns gave to their opponents ; and
hence Ambrosius and Prudentius composed hymns for the general Church
with moro attention than had been formerly paid to rythmical exact-
nees. These hymns contributed, in no mmall degree, to the furtherance
of devotion ; and, through their instrumentality, the rude nations of Ger-
many were converted to the faith as it is in Jesus.

During the middle ages, nothing but Latin poems were permited in
the Church ; and as might have been oxpected, they failed to exert any
beneficial influence on the mind of the community. But when Luther
shook off the Roman yoke, he composed Gerinan hymns, for the use of the
people. His hymns are of fivg classes; 1o wit, translations aod exten-
sivns of old Latin hymns; accommodations of ancient German hymas,
tnpol'nion!_ of pealms, paraphrases of passages from the Bible, and simple
poems on scriptural subjocts. The first cdition of this hymn book was
published in 1524, and within one year from the date of publication no
leq than four e_ditiou were required. So marked an influence did they
axert over the minds of the people, that one of the friends of the Reforma-
tion remarked, that many hundseds embraced the Gospel through their
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iistromentality who might nnt otherwise hiave heard of Lather's name
And the Jesuit Kunsyenius complainad that tho hymns of Luther had
slain more nunds than his sermona and dissertations  ‘Ihess hiymnns did
effeet a tmighty change in the conmanity  They were sung by mon,
women aml ehiides o, 10 the market-plaee, 1n the fields, sad in the houso ;
and henee it could exeite no astomislunent that the doetrines of the
Reformation were, to use the wanls of a jrsuit, * sung into the hearts of
the people ”

These silusirative wstances ahe # jhe vaive of imusic and poetry In tha
public worship of Gud  But, for the puspuscs of instruction, it is nocog.
sary thnt ous pselmedy shiould not oy be auderstomd, but felt; am)
therefote, m addition to the paalais, a wise aclection of hymay, suth ae
is sancnoned by the Unaed Preshyienian Chareli, is amperntivoly dos
manded  ‘Tho adoption of such a bosk s not inconsistent with any
principle ar precopt 1n the New ‘Testament, and that it ia caleulated (o
increase and nourish the flame of devotion 1n the heart is attosted by
expenence, and Ly the lustery and practice of the best churches during
the nost hively periuda of their existenen.

—

REVIEWRSR
THE COMING STRUGGLE, &

Reprinted in "Forouto, by Thes
Maclear.

"This is a small, cheap, elover pamphler, on Prophooy, espacially in
regard to Russian Aggression, the dowafall of the ‘Purkish Dynaity, aad
the Restoration of the Jews.  More than 100,000 copies were imme-
diately soll in Great Britain on its appearsnee, and the re-print hero
has had a largo sale.  Wo do uot subscnibe to overy thing fn it, but it ja
well worth reading and studying  Our readers may remeinber, (wo
vears ago, in a gcrios of anticles on the Jows, that referenco was made
to an approaching erizis in the Turkish Emplre, and tho position in
which the Jows would be placed by its downfall, &e.  With gratifica-
tion wo find theso views here maintamned ; and now that thero aro
* rumours of wans,” the intoreat of prophecy on those points is Jeepened,
and the obsorvation of national movements is moro intenso.  Thero way
be war immediately between Russia and ‘L'urkey, and then Evrope will
be in a blaze, and Britain determined at every lazard to keep Ialestine,
and to do this, bring back the Jews to keep it, as tho koy to tho Fast ;
or there may be a * patch up” among the cabinets, but war there will Lo
ere long. ‘Thc doom of ‘Tutkoey is written, and so is the roetoration of
Tsracl. Wo give the following extract, which, both in a politjeal and
religious aspect, is of great interest, and will excuse its lengthi—

"T'ho many and severe wars which our coubtry has had to sustaiv, in
order 1o prescrve her Eastern tesritonies, have by inany been considered
astoo dear payment for their possession. We do not here, however,
enter on this question, but beg to inform s.uch. that a far higher purposs
than cotmmercial imerest or oxlcnd.ed cmpire is to bo served by the pre-
senco of the British power i the East.  So far, indeed, as she hersell ia
concernied, this may have been the real nim, and now that she is in pos-
acsaion, the physical advantages which acerue from theia will be a sufe
ficient incutement to their retention. ‘I'o preservo the Eamt India market,
and keep a path open to a1, Britain will sirive mueh and do mugh ; but
while her rulers may think they are merely serving the nation, they are
really necomplishing one of the yrand designs ot Gud; and evolving
cvents, whilo they cayse herto take meazurca for the preservation of this
distant part of her ampire, will really and only produce eccurrences
which will facihtate the great dcslg_n uf Jehovah,  Both God and Dritain
had a special design in the annexation of the Indian territory to tho lion-
power, but these designs wero as different int nuture and object a8 1be
finite from the infinite.  While Britain thought only of wealth and eon-
quost, God thought of his ancient people, and of hie covenunt, and placed
the British hon in tho East to prepare & way for Lis ransoved, and to
become their protection in the infancy of their rostoration. Sugh in
God's design, and ho has enlisted the energy of the Anglo-Saxons in its
accouaplichment, by making it their mmterest to bring it 1o pase. The
value of these lands to tho nation is the inducement be has givon it 1o
retain them at all risks : and onc means of their retention, which will
by-and-by become very obvious, will be to do that which will tend im-
mediately to the accomplishment of Jehoval's long-promised purposg—-
the reatoration of the Jeas. 'Tho ides has long been held, by those faw
who do believe in a restoration, that it must be precedod by a conver-
sion. ‘This is erroncous. The Jews will return to their own Jand in o8
great ignorance regarding Christ as when they leftit.  They will be con-
verted—of this we are assured ; but it will be subsequent to their rees-
tablishment in Palestine, and by the immediate opezation of the Divine
Being. In the many passages of Scripture which speak of this people

"acknowledging the Messiah, wo can never identify the agency 1o be em-

ployed in bringing about tho change as humen, The Lord invatfsbly
rpeaks of it as his own work, and to be done, as only Divinity can do i,




