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inylte your attention, is the fâct, (lu My judgmen
not an1 unimportant, one) that tho solution of t1îis
question rcsts solety and exclusively -%'ith the parties
selves. No refcrece need bc maide to states mer.
or senators, to courts of royalty, or to courts of lawv
Lot but the varions denomnations cirdiaUly resolve
to bring about this, in many quartors, inuch-longed-
for union, «and they can at once give efrcct to tiieli
own frec and uncontrolled deteriiation. On our-
selves, thcrefore, inay devolve the privilegt, of en-
tering iute the xnost eîîdearing bond of Christian
love and Clîristiant fellowship,-nd on ourselves,
also, will rest the respensibility of rejecting so gret
a beon at this critical period, and ronhaining, as
lieretofijre, in a state of chilling alienation, or coin-
fortless neutrality.

9. 1 proceed te rcmark, iu the second place,' that
sucli a union as 1 anxiouslv contomlato, and car-
nestly recommend, is in xny judgment the ouly one
ivhicli amy. of the parties could possiMby t.dopt with
credit or comfort te theinsefres. Aithougli a ni.ch
estecmed friend of mine latel1 - claimed, on belhaif of
the Bpiscopal communion in Scotland, thrce-fifths
of the landed interest, it is far frous being, in amy
thing like a correspondiug ratio, embraced or diffus-
cd ainengst the people-in fact, as an accomplishied
member of tlîat chutrelh lately wvrete te me, 1,the
(Episcopal) chureh services in Scotland atlways.sers
te me to ho oxotic ; and nil nround iu the chapels 1
sec well-dressed gentlemen and ladies. I feel More
cou.fortable wh!eni a large assembiy of faruiers and
peatants assure me that the v7orship, is national."
According to oir view-s of divine truth, the Episco-
palians have added to the primitive and Pasy yoke of
the Presbyteriain party, the grievous and intolerant
bondage of prelatical liaughtiness and usuptin
junution witli tic Established Chutrcli is, of course,
impossible, in se far -as tho UJnited Presbyterians are
concerned, anu wouid, 1 thtiik, even if practicable,
bo iieither wiso, salutary nior honourable, in the case
of the Frec Church. Not the sligrhtest intimation
lias, during tic last ton years, been manifested, on
the part of the E&tablislimeîît, te recommend, or on
that of the Stato to propose, suchi concessions as
would be indispensable for effecting that objoot, if
iu other respects desirable, and, witlîout pretend-
ing te dispute the piety, or (1 -parage the *talents of
aiy of its ministers and office-boarers, the tenacity

withi w-hizi the former lias clung te tho perpettuation
of every abuse, and the uîîliolding of êvery snonop-
oly, howevcr much it uiay have elicited the appreî -
nl of thcir ewn adiierents, bas rcndered theni se ob-
floiious te aIl other classes af tic comxnunity, that
an iucorporating union with the li oderates . on
any ternis would excite a loud and universal feeling
of surprise and disappointment frors oee nd of
Seotland ta .the other. If ci-or the Froc Clîurch
should purchase ( no matter on whnt ternis,) nt the
expense of again wearing the State coilar of depon-
derme, its te-admission te tho State crib of endow-
mont, I believe that tho doteriornting influence of
Buch a connectien wîonld ho doveloped lu the course
of a vory fow ycars, as it so often was exemplifled
before the Disruption, iu the case of probationers
and maissienaries, wvho, in thaûs subordinate capaci-
tics, w-erc diztiiguislied by zeal, moderation, and hu-
inility, but becarne, as tho favoured nominees of tîoe
patrons, or ci-ou, in some cases, as the abjects of»e
peqpIe's choice, proud, carolesq, litigieus, and insa-
tiable. The Church would souri be again everrun
by ail the ci-ils whieh. spring frors irresponsibie,
nîonopelising, and mnercenar Moi. rats-;L; or there
nould be manifested the etill mote dangerous anom-1

taiy of sound evangelical preachiug, coupled vith
unsceemly a,d worldly-îuinded practice. I question
inucli wvliother înany of aur ministers or members

*would, be.fsris c Diisruption, h~ave been as zoalous
*as tlîey are now for the rqpeai of the tests, or the
opening of the parisu sclîoeis te genoral competi-

*tien. I Mnay add, that any seheme, sueli ns 'was
suggested by Mny illustrions frieîîd Dr. Chaliners-

Vzra parliamentary recognition of the Froc Church
as constituting tho ecelesiastical establishmnent of
Setland, and replacing its uîinisters in thecir former
staW.¶:, and pensieniug off their successors-wnas,
w-hon brouglit by mysoîf under the notice of somne etf
the distinguis!ied publie men eof the day, regarded by

*thoera (and I may add, by rnyself alsQ,) as a wild and
visiouary proposai, iusonîuclî thai, it ivould, I ams sure,
be impossible te find eue adventurous enthusiast,
w-ho Nvould risk tIse forfeiture af lus roputatien for
cemmon senso by veî.turing se muels as te naine it
la tithier lIeuse ai Parliament. I arn aware that
seune highly respectable members, and ci-en Presby-
tories, eof the Froc Churcli, liave not long sinco trans-
mitted evertures for bringing the subject of. the
Clairs of Ilight boforo Parliament. What impres-
sien tlîis procedure niny lhave prodciued in otiier
quarters, 1 cannot protend te say; but I 0w-n iliat f
was both startled and mortified iwhcn the proposai
w-as adopted. It secmed te me equivalont te bois'-
ing signais eof distress, intimating that the goed slip
Frce Church lîad spruug a leak-that thecereiv had-
been put on short allowance, and were auxieus te be
toured back as suon as possible iute the commnodious
barbour ofen'ste endew-meut. It w-ould, I think, be
*wel if tlîe respected advocates of snch au applica-
tien te Parliainent trould franly specify the pre-
cise objec i lciî tey have in view, and ivliat they iwîsb
tise Govcnîîment ta do. They eau only centein-
plnte the alternative et' an Act for the substitution5
of' the Froc Churdl in the place of' the cxisting Esta-
bliiment,-a mensure (as I have just stated) sx.
fraught withi injustice and absurdity, that it would
net recel-e the support or countenance ci-on eof a
solitary politician cennected with any party; or they
Miust be desirous te witness an amalgamaation af the

*Froc Church -with thec present Establishmont,-a
mneasure whiclî, ne niatter on -ihat conditions (and.

*ne adi-anees of any kind liave ever beon iuade by the
latter body,) would bceoxtremely distasteful ta, nt alf
évp.n ts, a i-ery large proportion of tho Froc Church
Munîsters and lay-adlîereuts threnghout Sotland.
and wouîld bo rcgarded by ýevery other E vangelica-
communion throughout the empire as eue of the-
bonilest blows nd greates. discouro.gemnts which.
couid'be iuflictod on the cause of vital Christianity.

It must, nt the sanie time, 1 thiuk, bo adMitted,
thatithe Froc Churel at presont ocoupies a some-r
ivbat nomalous, Mahoraet-coffia-Iike position of'
suspension botweoen tue Establisbuent and the un-
establisbed bodies, and must, I think, oe long, gris-
vitate towards the one or the other. We must ci-
ther, lie Abraham, dwell with aur unendowed bre-ý
thren in tho Ilanre of soii-sustaining independeace,
whero they have built an altar unte the Lord, or we
mnust lift up our eyce like Lot, and beholding ail the
plain of state eudowment and privilegod menopoly.
that iL is well watered overy where, retusn te, the
Sodesu of the Annuity Tax, and the Gomerral of
tle Court of Tiends. It appears te me, that the ar-
deur eof eur ministers, the zeal of aur eiders, and thé
liberality eof aur people, are not a litile dhilled' and
paraysd4 by the Iingoring hope, whidh. is only fiiint-
ly'hinted at but perhâps fondly cherishcd, ln soe
quartýr's, that aur present condition ia traà,ient and


