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1 arn thankful to be able to informn you
that we are ait ivell bore, ani that we bave
,enjoycd a large mensure of good lxealtb,
duringr tie past year.

Respeeting oui- year's work and its ne-
sults 1 have lirne to say. From rte close
of oui- Synodal mneeting *on the 24th July,
1873, until the 31st Aug., we were absent
from oui- station, makîing a voyage i-ouad
the Islands, I having been appointed by
rixe Synori to accompany tixe vessel then as
1 have been again nt the end of this seasn,
as IDeputy. During those five weeks pub-
lie woi-slip was coaducted by the eIders
cvery Sabbath aad Wednesday, both tt
Anelcauhiat and at the outsataions. Since
oui- retrn, tili now, I have been able, in
the good Providence of God, ro pi-cdi
cveny Sabbath, cither at this place, or else-
whei-e. The wcekly prayer meeting, alan,
1 bave attended reg-ularly and addrcased
frcqnently. Ail rtxe Sehools I have in-
spected once, in the course of tîxe year,
wben 1 examined oid and young on tbe
Catecbism, S ripture Ilistory aud Person-
al Religion. Besides studying, preacbxng,
visiting txe sfck anxd dying, mediaring be-
t%veu the disaffected, juurncying by land
and sea, and attending to other sucit dunies
as usually fLE ro the lot of my bretrien in
the ministry tnt hxome, I have been teach-
ing, translatîng the Seriptures, dispensing
medicine, nad directing and co.operatiag
with natives in such manual labours-ton
mnifold ta mention-as Ïevolve upon ina
in cominon with my fellow-missioaies
among the New Jiebrideans anic uncivilized
races.

NATIVE PECULIARITIES.
The greatesr difficulties of oui - position

have arisen, 1 thixk, an fur as the natives
are concerned, out of the peeuliarity of
ilxcii- mental and moral characteristies and
hxabits, and in coxisequence of what appears
ta us as theur tranýition arate betwveen thar
of absolute barbanisrn anxd a low degrea of
civilization. Their principle of action in
xaking revenge upon cach orber, for exain-
pic, bas oftcu sidly puzzled and nnnoyed.
uis. If dxey have been offnded by agy
oile instead of coming anxd relling us their
grievances, rhey kcep aby of us, ordo anme-
xling wviong, or aomething outragenus,
that we may as], them, wbat bas broken
tlxeir liearts. On one occasion 1 wrote ro

MNr. Inglis on this 311uject, stftting to bill'
lxow preposterous their mode of retalixttion
appearcd to us; and lie sent me a reply to
the following purport; IlThey are O rien-
tais. Thcy do as Absaloma did when lit!
sent and burut Joab's barley that lie might
get Joab to corne and speak to hini, instcad
of going to Joab's house anme mornxng.

néd calling on hlm bimself, as you orI
would do:- or stili more to the point, they
net much on the saine principle as Sarnson
did, ivben ha sent bis foxes and his fi-e-
brands into the standing coi-n of the Phili-
stines; Samson's grievance was with his
fatber-ia-law : but this %vas the round'-
about way lie took to punishi hini: and the
Philistines find no fauît wvith Samson. It
wvas evidently tise and wont that hie
followed." They are an extremely timid
race. They are also indolent and inu-
passive beyond anything I ever observed la
other humn beings. They are avancrious,
deceitfuil, lacking in feelings of gratitude,
and with very little sease, appareatly of the

truc, the beautiful and thecgond."
Noilhing seema to excite in them emotioxis
of wonder, awe, or rational fear. So un-
impressible and careless are tbey, that one
is sometimes tempted to cease from reason-
i ng and expostulating %vith them altogetb-
or. They wvilI quietly listen to what you
have to say to tbemt on the most important
subjeet, but give the most provoking"'y
aparbetie answer. The toast trille sets
the.n a-laughing, but they are selduoi
knowvn to weep. What 'would prove a
most crusbing calamity to persons of acute
sensibilities oaiy produces in them, at nîobr,
the sligbtest impx esion. The oaly cun-
ditions under whic they seem to becorxie
excited arc these; viz., that if working in
large companies, whcn, between their
boisterous langhing and rthe singing C.
their oid, unmusical ancestral songs, rhey
i-aise, and kcep up, for hours and days, the
xnost disagrecable and dcafeaing noises;
and -,vhen quai-ielling, wben the stili
uneradicatcd sayagisin of their kearts
emerges unmistalzably to view. The3 are
an amazingly proud, independent and
obstinate people. Anotber characteniarie
of theirs is t1lat of gossipping, 'xhich, as in
other places, tends to (10 immessiirahie
rnischief bei-e. Their starements arc often
extrcmely cxaggerarcd, and, in many
instances ntterly false. Thon, lu iutellccç
they ai-e but babes. Tbey have vcry, -çcry
fcw abstract notions, ami txcii- comýbina..
rions of concreto idees are simple, in the
extreme. It la hard for us, therefore, to
adapr oui- instructions l0 their capacities.
As E lisha, in raising the Sliunamitc's son
to life, liait ta adapt his large formn ro the
child'a lite form, ao have we somethixxg
vcry like that ro do, as we ' praphesv on
these dry bones> The Aneityumese ixny
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