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genidw s he et arigd £ and mors than a week "reeted myzeil, for o fore minntes, in theie neag-
having gowe Ly, witont auy -imilae ocvur- cottawe  Farmer Johnson waa just setarofng:

crenee, 1 tlatterad mysetlf that he wonld never ftom i fiolds-and swhea T eaw the little anes °
do g0 ngain, It ama veey little tine, either nuning to meot him at the «<tile, and the kind: s

MY MOTHER'S GOLD RING.

BY L. M. SARGEANT, Keg.
T have ono of the kindest huchands : hio ia

the Dencon waa . .ort of chanee, ag hefore, or

a carpeater by teade, and our flock of little
children has ono of the kindest futhera in the
conntry, I wns thought tho Inckiest ghtl in
tho parish, whon Guea— ‘I'—— minde 1m0 his
wifo: I thought so mysclf. Our weddiug-
dr:{—-nnd it was o fm?
indifferant samplo of those dnys of rationnl
bappiness dnd aninterrapfed harmony, which
wo were permitted (o enjoy together, for the
spaco of six years. And although, for the
last threo years of our lives, we have been as
happy as wo Wwero at the beginning, it mokes
my heart sick to think of those loug,
daya and sad nights, that came between ; for
two years of our union wera years of wisery.
1 welt recollect thefirst gluss of avdent rpirits
that my husband ever drunk. 1o had been
at the grocery to purchase n little te-
sugar for tho family; thero were threo cen
coming to him in chango ; snd nntac
Deacon, who keeps the shop, had nothin
silver in tho til); amd, ns it was n sharp, frosty
morniug, ho persnaded my good man to take
his money's wosth of rum, for it was just the
priceo: a glnee.  Ho camo homo in wonder-
ful spirits, and told mo ho meant to have mo
and tho children better dregsed, ond as veigh-
bour Barton talked of selling his horse sl
chafse, he thought of buying them both; und,
when I said tolixim. “ (Jeorse, we nre drogsed
as well a3 we can afford, and 1 hope you will
uot think of a horee and chaiso Gl we huy
paid off tho Squire’s mortgage,” he gave me
o harsh lopk and a bitter wond. I shall never
forget that day, for they wero the first-he ever

gome templing nccasion presented itsell whicl

“Ingka that paecod between the ool han and ¢
his wife: and when [ remmpbered thng vo

py one—=wns bnt on

my hushand conld not resist, mud he refurned .
home ouce mote ander the influence of lignor., « pared my own fortsne with theirs, my poar
I shiall never forgret the expresdon of his- heart bueat forth in a flood of tenta, “I'heyall
conntenance whea he came in that night, Wei knew what I waz weeping for, anl furmey
1 e waited sapper n full hour for his returm;

hatmocke wew antouched upon the heoarth, her it was often darkest before daylight. The
aml the smsdler children wero bheginning to farmes amd his wife wero members of tho tome
murmur for their supper. There wag an n- peranco society, swd had signed the pledgo
i describable espregeion of defiancn on hizsnd I had often heard him any, that hnioe-

i having done wrong, aud vesolved to brave it Ilo bad, before biz marriage, and for o year
jout.  Wo gat down silently to suppar, aud he @ after, been i the Jiabit of taking o liltle
i scarcely rai
" this uahappy repast.

ed his eyes upou any of us during , spirit every dav.
tle =oon went to bed  thriving mun ; but shorlly

I
ol

I wiile my eyes were sealded with the bitterest . cottage, and scarcely loft him thosa trifles:
tears I bad ever shed.  For 1 then foresaw, « which are secured to the poor man by law;
that unless some remedy could be employed, ' ond whea he considered how ill:his poos wifo
my best earthiy fricud, the futher of my little | was at tha time, in consequenco of th:a loas of-
children, wounld hecomo a drunkard.” ‘Uhe s their child, that died only n month before; ho
next morping after breakfast I ventured to! was restrained from teserting to the bottle,
I'speak with him wpon the subject, in & milld; in his moments of despair, by nothing butn
~way ;3 and, thongh I could not restrain my : recollection of the pleige he had sigued.
" tears, ueither my words nor my weeping ap- Farmer Johnsow’s minister was in favour of
{peared to have any effect, and T saw that he . pledges, and had often told him that afitiction.

: [ow many winter nights have Lwaited, weep., seuse, and that the pledgze might save him at
iug aloue, at my once happy fireside, listening ' lust, as a planik saves thelife of 1 marioer who
for the liftiug latch, avd wishing, yet dread-{ is tossed upon tho wave.

were married on the very sume day, ond dom- -

f i Johnzon, in a kind manner, bade mo cheerup,; o
the teapot was stamding at U fire, and the -l put my trst in God's werey, notd rememe

datk | conntenance, ns though ho were conscions of . livved it had saved him from, «destriction,

Ho wae an fndusteious, -
. cr his marriage. «
and 1 and fell asteep ; and after 1 bad Inid our little j ho beenme bound for o uweighbour, who ran- !
ts | onez to rest, I kuelt at tho foot of the hed ony off, and he wig obliged to peg the debt. i
kily, the : which my poor misguided hushand was slecp- | have heand him declare, that, when tho sheriffs
i hut ! ing, and poured out my very soul to God, . took all his property, and stripped his-littlo: 2

e was becoming hardencd and eateless of us all. 1 might weaken bis judgment and his moral *

»
1

vo mo in bis lifo. When lic saw me shedd- | ing, to hear bis steps at the door! }_ Our good _clcrgymnn was unfortunatels of
ing tears, and holding my apron (0 my fuce, | After this state of things had continned, or; different opinien. ™ He had often disnpproved -
ho said he was sorry, and came to kias me, ! rather grown worse, for nearly three montl
and Idiscovered he had been drinking, and 1T put on my bounet one momiag, alter my
it grioved mo to tho heart.  Ju n short time * hushaud had gone to his work, and went to!
ofter, while 1 was washing up the breakfest ' the Degeon's store ; nnd finding him nlone, [+ happiness was utterly destroyed. My hushund

“opinion ; he thonght very ill of pledges

19, ! of pledges: the Deacon was of the same .

Month afer month passed agay, and oar’

things, I heard our little Robert, who was ! gtated my hmsbaud’s case, and begged him i neglected his businesy, and poverty began to -

only five years old, crying bitterly; and, going
to learn the cause, 1 met him running towarids
mo with bis face covered with blood.
Ho said his father had taken him on his
kuee, oud was playing with him, but had
iven him a blow iu the face, only because
o bad said, “Dear paps, you smell like old
Tsane, the drunken fiddler.” My busband
wag vory cross to us all through the whole of
tha day ; but the next morning, thongh he
said' little, he was cvidently ashamed and
humbled ; and bo went about his work very
indistriously, and was particularly kiud to
little Robert. I prayed constantly for my
good man, and that God would be pleased to

voL' 10

lcnrucstl to sell him no more. 1l1o told me | stare ux in the face. Notwithstanding njy
it would do o good, for, if he did not sell it, ' best exertions, it was hard work to ko&:p‘n’r

I some other person would sell it: und he!littlo onos decently clothed and sufliciently fed.
doubted if* iy busband tovk more than wag ! IU wy hasbund earved a shilling, the dmu-
good for him, He quoted Scripture to show ; selier was na sure of it a3 if it were already ini

submit herself to ber husband, and not meddie
with things which did uot belong to her pro-
vince. At this time two or three custonters
called for rom, and the Deacon civilly advised
me to go home, and look after my chiliren,

1 went out with o heavy heart. It scemed | all his kind words and deeds, soor; faught md
13 if the tide of evil wns setting ngainst ine. | the strength of the principle that ind braught:
As [ wag passivg farmer Johnson'’s, on my ! ns together. I shall never echse to-remeinber
way howe, they called mo in. X sat down and ) tho anguish I felt when the constable took
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tirely regardless of those whom it 4y -hiy

Y

that it was u wife’s duty to keep ut home, and his tiL T sometimes thonght 1 kad lost all -
my affection for «ne who had proved'so-en- °

)

duty to protect and sustain; but, wheh T
lookend in " the faces of our little ehildren, thid
recollection of onr enrly marriage days, and'



