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able in amount but cxceedingly diffioult to estimate with
exaotness,

We aro still of opinion that scveral ropetitions of this ex-
periment will be needed before the matter can be considered
cooolusively scttled. I. P. RoBERTs.

Henry . Wina,

Well, our peoplo in Logland have beon feeding in this way
for many years, and as they continue the praotice, I presume
they find it auswer, both as & means of ocausing cows to yiold
both more and richer milk, and as a cheap and bandy way of
manuring the land. But thero is one important difference
between the plans followed in the two countrics : the English
farmer gives extra food to his cows only when on inferior
pasture, oot when the grass is *“rich and luxuriant,” If the
Cornell’ University people would try over again the experi-
ment of extra food for cows, let them try it throughout the
scason on ioferior pasture, and I do oot doubt they will
arrive at a very different conclusion. (1)

A PURE BREED ARAB MARE AND COLT.

Barley.—'The length of time the best samples of Koglish-
grown barley take to ripen is worth thinking about. I see that
the 2nd and 3rd prize-barley at the Brewers’ Exhibition, held
List November iv London, were sowa ie March and harvested
in Scptember ; baving taken nearly six months from sowing
10 harvestiog to perfect themeelves. In 1888, on the Messrs.
Dawes' farm at Lachine, barlcy was sown in a field close to
the Lachiee bank station, on  Friday, April 27th, and on
Monday, July 30th, as I was leaviog for Little Métis, I saw
the waggons drawing the orop iato the barn at the Willows
farm ! Some advantage in keeping a diary, after all ; it makes
onc sure of one’s facts.

Now there is a great differcnce between six months, and
threc months and three days : an almost ncredible difference
of time for the sprouting, growing. ripening, &e., of apy
zrain, and 1 thiok that this slowness of growiog may have a
znod deal to do with the ackaewledged superiority of the En-
ulish barley as regards its malting properties.

Geor g farming.—In the Supplemental Crop Report of
the Province of Georgia, I see a remarkable statement in the
part addressed to furmers: ¢ A crop may be made and the
land left vo poorer by produciog it Dacs the writer
scriously mean that, by any known system of cultivation, a
crop can be grown and removed from the land without the

_'1) At a farmers’ mecting 10 New-York « one of the best dairyman
in the country said : At no time do I get more profit from grain fed
than in summer.”

soil being deprived of clements ocarried off by that erop ¢ If
not, what docs ho mean ?

Again : “We should give our land absolule rest onoe in
every threo years. By rest, we do not mean to sow it down
~imply, unless the crop sown is turned dowa and thus returned
to the land. But, after sowing, and gathering the orop sowed
isic), not only turn under that orop of grass (which ?), but
let it rest the year following, and then turn under all that
grows upon it, and you are rcady to got the full benefit of
rest.” Really, a more incomprenensible passage I never read.
I have turned it this way and that, and can make nothing of
it. If the writer meaus that the land should be allowed to be
fallow for a year, and that all tle weeds that grow upon it are
to be turned under as green-manure, he must have forgotten
that old saying : one year's sceding makes seven year's weed-
iog. And, fanoy if he paid rent for his land ! It would be
bad enough if the farm had onc fifth in fallow, but one-third !

Wheat-average—The average yield of wheat in those
fertile States of the West docs not appear to ever exoced 13
‘bushels of 60 1b. to the imperial acre. Lawes of Rothamsted,
has just measured up his 38th conscoutive crop of wheat,
arown on land that has been continuously unmanured ever
<ince 1862, and had been provious to that year cxpressly
~courged to death by the growth of the usual four erops of
roots, barley, sceds, wheat. The yicld proves to be within a
fraction of 20 bushels an acre ' But, then, it is fair to sup-
pose that Sir John kaows how to put his wheat iu, and it is
certain he keeps his land free from weeds.

Root-pruning corn.—1I thought it had becn a settled point
long ago that decp cultivation of maize, after it has attained
a cortain stage of growth, was injurious to the arop. I wrate,
in this periodical, as long ago as 1884, that, after an experi-
meot I had made in 1867, I would never hoo corn deeply
after it had attained a height of 14 or 15 inches. « The
roots meet in the midd.we of three-feet drills, and I, though
[ know Nature would do her best to supply the loss by mul-
riplying the filamentous ronts, should be afraid of deferring
the ripening scason were I to out them off after they had
once made so much progress as to shake hands across the
rows.”

The Minnesota Experiment Station has just arrived at the
same conclusion, but the difference between the yicld of the
root-pruned and the unprumed is so trifling—only three
bushels an acre—that I cannot think the result of the expe-
riment conolusive, I do not often prefer the deductive to
the inductive process of ratiosination—in briefer terms, theory
to practice—but in this oase I do, particularly as both tend
herein to the same conclusion,

Early Puritan Potatocs.—Have avy of my readers tricd
this potato ? Mr. Smith, gardcuer to Baron Rothschild, at
Meatmoro, speaks of it as the best carly potato he has ever
grown, both as regards yield and quality, and as to carliness,
he says it is a week forwarder than the Earlg-rose, and very
superior to it in flavour, as it may well be, for the rose is not
good till it is ripe; whereas a true early potato, like the
ashleaf kidncy should be at its best when large enough to
cook.

Mr. Stecle, sccdman at Toronto, says of the Early Puritan
in his catalogue for this year :

Early-Puritan —Eary Puritan far cxcess the Beauty of
Hebron in productiveness and quality. This varicty has
come to stay, is rcally cxcellent, and is worthy of a trial. The
skape is well shown in our illustration, the skin and flesh is
very white, it cooks dry and moaly even when half grown, It
ripens with the Barly Rose, greatly exceeds it in productive.



