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able in amount but exceedingly difficult to estimate with
exutness.

Wc are still of opinion that se'veral ropetitions of this cx-
periment will bc needed before the mattcr can be considered
coclusivoly settled. I. P. ROBERTs.

IENRY IT. WING.

Well, our people in England have been feding in this way
fotr niany ycars, and as thcy continue the practice, I presume
they find it answer, both as a means of causing cows ta yield
both more and richer milk, and as a chcap and handy way of
manurng the land. But thora is one important difference
between the plans followcd in the two countries : the English
farmer givcs extra food to bis cows only when on inferior
pasture, not when the grass is "rioli and luxuriant." If the
Cornell University people would try over again the experi-
ient of extra food for cois, let them try it throughout the
season on inferior pasture, and I do not doubt they will
arrive at a very different conclusion. (1)

A PURE BREED ARAB MARE AND COLT.

liarley.-The length of time the best samples of English.
grown barley take ta ripon is worth thinking about. I sec that
Ihe 2nd and 3rd prize.barley at the Brewers' Exhibition, held
1 ist November in London, wcre sown in March and harvestcd
in September ; baving taken nearly six months fron sowing
j o harvesting ta perfect them-elves. In 1888, on the Messrs.
Dawes' farm at Lachine, barcy was sown in a field close ta
the Lachine bank station, on Friday, April 27th, and on
Monday, July 301h, as I was leaving for Little Métis, I saw
the waggons dra*ing the crop into the barn at the Willows
frm! Some advantage in keeping a diary, aftcr all; it makes
one sure of one's facts.

Now there is a great differenco between six months, and
fbree months and three days : an almost incrediblc difference
of lime for the sprouting, growing, ripening, &c., of any
:;rain, and I think that this slowness of growing may have a
r l dcal to du with the acknowledged superiority of the En-

lish barley as regards its malting properties.

Geojtw farmnig.-In the Supplemental Crop Report of
the Province of Georgia, I sec a remarkable statement in the
part addresscd ta farmers : " A crop may be made and the
land Ieft no poorer by producing it." Docs the vriter
scriously man that, by any known syztem of cultivation, a
crop can be grown and removcd froin the land without the

'1) At a farmers' mecing in New-York - one of the best dairyman
in the country said : At no time do I get more profit from grain fed
than in summer."

soil being deprived of clemonts carried off by that crop i If
not, ivhat does he moan ?

Again : " We should give our land absolute rest once in
every thrce years. By rest, we do not mean ta sow it down
-imply, unless the crop sown is turned down and thus returned
ta the land. But, after sowing, and gathering the orop sowed
fsic), not only turn under that crop of grass (which ?), but
let it rest the year following, and thon tura under all that
grow upon it, and you are ready ta get the full benefit of
rpst." Really, a more incomprehensible passage I nover road.
I have turned it this way and that, and can make nothing of
it. If tho writer means that the land should be allowed ta be
fallow for a year, and that all tLe weeds that grow upon it arc
ta he turned under as green-manure, lie must have forgotten
that old saying : one year's seding makes beven year's wecd-
ing. And, fanoy if ho paid rent for his land 1 It would be
bad enough if the farm had one fifth in fallow, but one-third !

Wheat-average.-The averago yield of wheat in those
fertile States of the West des not appear to ever excecd 13
bushels of 60 lb. t the imperial acre. Lawes of Rothamsted,
bas just measured up bis 38th consecutivo crop of wheat,
graown on land that bas been continuously unmanured ever
dice 18 62, and had been previaus ta that year expressly
-courged to death by the growth of the usual four crops of
root., barley, seeds, wheat. The yield proves ta be within a
fraction of 20 buslhels an acre ' But, then, it is fair ta sup.
pose that Sir John knows how ta put bis wheat in, and it is
certain ho keeps bis land fre from weeds.

Root-pruning corn.-I thought it had been a settlcd point
long ago that deep oultivation of maize, after it bas attained
a certain stage of growth, was injurious te the arop. I wrote,
in this periodical, as long ago as 1884, that, after an experi-
ment I had made in 1867, I would never hoc corn deeply
after it had attained a height of 14 or 15 inches. " The
roots meet in the midds of thrce-fect drills, and I, though
I know Nature would do ber best to supply the loss by mul-
riplying the filamentous ro-ts, should b afraid of deferring
the ripening scason were I ta out theni off after they had
once made so much progress as to shako hands across the
rows."

The Minnesota Experiment Station bas just arrived at the
saine conclusion, but the difference between the yield of the
root-pruned and the unpruned is so trifling-only thrce
bushcls an aere-that I cannot think the result of the expe-
riment conclusive, I do not often profer the deduetive te
the inductive proccas of ratiocination-in briefer ternis, theory
to practice-but in this case I do, particularly as both tend
herein to the sanie conclusion.

Early Puritan Potatoes.-Have any of my readers tried
this potato ? Mr. Smith, gardener to Baron Rothschild, at
Mentmore, speaks of it as the best early potato ho bas ever
grown, both as regards yield and quality, and as t carliness,
ho says it is a îveck forwarder than the Early-rose, and very
superior ta it in fliavour, as it may well bc, for the rose is net

gond till it is ripe ; vhreas a truc early potato, like the
ashlcaf kidney should bc at its best when large enough to
Cook.

Mr. Steele, seedman at Toronto, says of the Early Puritan
in his catalogue for this year :

Eai-ly-Puritan -Ear.y Puritan far excess the Beauty of
Hebron in prodnctiveness and quality. This variety bas
co;ne te stay, is reaily excellent, and is worthy of a trial. The
shape is well shown in our illustration, the skin and flesh is
very white, it cooks dry and maaly even when half grown. It
ripens with the Early Rose, greatly exceeds it in productive.

JUNF 1891


