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Buage of God, or had Le getuolly iuncunzed cternal deatl by Lis fall, 1
would haye absolutely forbade any bencvolent or merciful procedure
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*owards Lig is 2 sinner.  Butagai, if God had not set on foot a gra-
Cious institution adapted to the ciccumstuuces and condition of man,
aow Jullen, and degraded, he never could by any device or act of Lis
own, haye been' restored to the divine imago and favour.  Lhese hints,
wlhich may be rendered very plain, constitute, in.our judgment, the real
yuport of the fa.ll,.yf wan, and demonstrate the true basis of the divine
ceonomy under which fallen man has existed, under the Patriarchal,
Jewish, and Christian ages, or dispensations. -
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" 'Lhe rational: of the Cluistian rcligion is founded upon the views
wliich the seriptures give of the fall of man ;.gud the reaspnablencss of
it can by fuirly and ﬁmy_de_mpnstmted on the premises now before us. |
.\ i we speak, of nan’s losing the impge of God, we iuclude under,
this phrase his loss of a correct idca of God’s image, as well as lis con-
formity to it. And here we find the fouutain of .all the idolatry ever
Fnown, on carth. Jtis almost, if not altogether, impossible for human
beings tv lose the idea of the cxistence of a first cause after it has been
in any way communicated tc the mind. But itis as casy to lose a cor-
rgef idﬁg of the moral image of God, as it is difficult to.Jose an, idea of
his exjstence. While fallen man retains an impression gr a, conviciion
of a first cause or of a divinity, and bas no correct ides of his image, he
will.natpally assimilate Lis divinity to that object which most gngages
his imagination or his strongest desires. Hence the, deification, of he-
roes, annals, vegetables, vices, or the host of heaven, according to the
ruling passion of the idelatrious. nation, tribe or individual. These,
however, arc conclusious from various premises not now laid before our
readers, which may afierwards require more attention., To eonclade
this essay ;—Mau lost by his fall his personal glory as above sleseribed 5
li¢ lost a true idea of the image of his Creator ; and the actual moral
Liheuess he bufore had to, him javith this he lost Lis favour also, and was
thereby not ouly become obuonious to all the punishment annexed to
his original transgression ; hut was, far as in lum lay, utterly disquale-
figd to regain cither, a true idea of God’s moral character, confurmity
1o him,, ur the cujoywent of his favour. Now the rational excellency
of chiristianity is, that it adops the only consistent means in the grasp
-f bumay comprehension y, restore man to the image, favor, and friend-
ship of i?od. But of this, more hereafter. '
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THE TRUTH OF REVELATION.
(Continuéd from page 41.)

The _Jyfiragles wrought by Christ and the Apostles were so mauy, sv
Jreat, so various, and perfurnied in the presence of such vast multitudes,
that they never could have gained ercdit if they had not been truc—
Yet we find they did gain credit, and there in Jerusalem, the principal
theatre of Christ's miracles, where he was publicly crucified between
twn thicvcs, the very place where the imposture, if it was one, might be



