1t roddens with shame; sud grows pale
with apprehension. It smiles or dauces

with inward joy ; or droops dejected, sheds
teurs, and ofien wails aloud, not from any
hurt it sustaing, or pain it sufiers, but from
deep thought and abstruse  cogitation.
How a faint glimpse of hope, which has no
reality but in thoughtful anticipation, can
hrighten up its looks, dry up i's tears, and
still its lamentations ou such muurnful oc-
casions!  And after all theso evidences
of a distinet principle from the budy, is it
rational to suppose this last the only one
ihat suffers and feels.  Why, in this sup-
position, should not the body. still remain-
sug after death, feel and sufler as before ?
Becuuse its aninmting principle is fled
something they must own, infiuitely excel-
ling what it lias left bebind 5 and essene
tially different from its perishable organ of
clay ; which, as henceforth useless to it
in fts now siate of existence ; it drops on
taking its flight to the region of spirits ;
leaving it to wmoulder away and mingle
with its nutive eurth 3 till the Omnipoteats
who made and lmked it with the soul,
restore it to her in a state of meriled.bliss
or misery interminable. It is therefore the
soul, a distinct principle: from the body,
that suffers and feels in thislife, and which
may equally or more iniensely be made
to suffer and feek in a state-of separation
from its earthly organ, which had-been
adaptzd to it for the temporary purposes
of its short sojuurn in this. place of proba-
tion,

Yet how, it is often asked, c4n & spirits
not metter, ba punishable, sccorling to
the gospel threat, with material e ?—
But is not the soul a spicit in her present
state-? and stilli tbough by the medivm
of her organ, tho bady, she feels all the
scarching effcct of material fire, as well
asoll the pleasing or paiaful infence of
the material elements suryounding here—
As God fius tied her thus drwu to the
earth, so may he chain her down to fuve
snd link her if he chooses, to her own
metited torment, for who can say what he
can, or caunot do with his cr.atures 2 Or
shall man with s short-sighted reason-
ings presume to limit bis iufiinite power ;
or set bounds to his inscrutable justice ?
AW wo know fram the certain idea. We
have of his justice and goo luvss, is, that
he will infiict no punishment on the soul,
which she hersel{is not at the time con-
scious of having descrved.. That bis wish
in creating her was to have rendered hes
faally hoppy 3 for which purpose, with-
out forcing her will, the Ireo choice of
which was fo constitute her merit or de-
merit in this life, he afforded her more o1
less the meane, if well improved, of se-
curing to herself that perfect bliss, for
which te had called herwto being.—
lcoking, s he does, from eternity to
eteroity, he foresaw, ifyou will, iwr fate,
and permitied it But his furesight vo
mmc caused shat fate,than my sceing any
action dong causes that action to take
placc. Is he then, us infinitely good,
obliged to prevent it 7 But he is infimte-
ly just, as well as infinitely good ; and

ewes (o his rational and immortal creas
wres the display of bis dreadful as well
as amisblo attiibutes, Beshles, where
wote that full freedom of willing =ud

ane o —e—ees -
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choosing betwixt good ard evil, granted
tn his crentures, after warning them suffis
ciently aa to the chaice they should make
whieh lie does by the interual moral sense
implanted in them, ss well as by external
means ;3 should he thus preclodo the pose
<ibillity of their chooxing wrong ?

This, however, iy su awful mystery,
vot further to be sounded by the human
intellect, but suffisiently grounded on all
the proots adduced in suppnrt ot th.o Chnise
tian Revelation 3 proofs, which the great
estand wisest of mankind have consider-
ed as unnnswered and nnanswerable ; and
therefore conclusive on the subject in
the opinion-of all, who reason as they
ought, vot on bare suppositions or fauci-
ful theories ;-but on what we actuslly fee,
sud on matters of fact,

1 need not hers stop to exposa tho ab-
surd consequences of the richculous Ay-
pothesis, which 1 have beeu relfu.ing 3 or
to prove the folly of the attempt to nce
count for the very theughts and volitious
ofithe human mind, by the curlings, for
instunce, of a vapor ; the curruscations or
scintillations of an etheriul spark 5 or the
various conglomerations, evolutions, sepa-
rations, or conjunctions of materiel par-
ticles, sll which has been abundantly held
{orth to public ridicule by those who have
condesconded to follow such argumenta-
tive maniacs through all the perplexed
and bewildering mazes o their random
conjectures.. I shall therefure conclude
with a quotation from an ingenious autbor,
particulatly adapted to our present pus-
pose, that of demonstrating the absurdity
of the supposition that the soul is material,

«She cannot be material, the soul; that
can lodge within herself the whole mass
of sensible things, which taketh up so
much room without her: And when she
hag piled* them upon one unother in.such
vast and prodigious numbers, is still as
cnpacious of more, as whensshe was-alto-
gether empty.  In.a word, that cun grasp
the universe with a thought, and compre-
hend the whole latitude of Heaven and
Earth within her-own invisible centre :
who, though she takes in objects of all si-
zes ; yet, when once they ase in, they are
not, as bodics, in:a material place, where
tho greater take up more room than the
tess.; for the thought of a mile or of 1:n
thoisand miles,does no moresstretch and 6l
the soul, than that of a foot, an inch or a
mathematical point. And whercas all
matter has its parts, which. extend, the
one teyond the other-in length, breadih
and thickness; and so, is measurable by
inches, yards and solid measuro ; there is
nu such r'.iog as measurable exteusion
in any thing belonging to the soul : for in
cogitation, which is the very essence of
the soul; there is nzither length, nor
breadth, nor thickness; nor is it possdle
10 conceive a foo! of thought; a yard of
reason ja pound of wisdom; a quart of
virtwe. Then, it what belonys to the soul
bo immaterial;.the soul herself must be
immateiisl 2 simple, therefore, indivisible,
analterable;
mo:tal and everlasting.” —ScorT.

incortuptible ; therefore im-
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From v The Churchinan,”

A VISIT TO THE CATACON
OF ST AGNES. COTIBS

——

“I was exceedingly interested a few
daysago by a visit to the catacombs of St,
Agoes. 1 went in company with Mr,
—, the American consul, and Mr.
lately ® mewber of Purliament,

You

have read that the early Cluistians of

Rome weie subjected to a series of violent
persecutions, particalarly under the reigns
of Severus, Decivy, and Valerian 3 when
Irenzeus, Victor, Fubianus, Cyprian, and
others of great emingnce, as well as innu-
merable private Christians;.received the
crown of martyrdom.

dead ; and in the time of those dreadfu)
persecutions, sought refuge.

subterrancan chambers which had been

used for sepulture. The Cawpagna of
Rome is formed alinost entirely of volcanic
ashes, which is called Pozzolana, and Tufo

Rock, which appears of the same mate-
rial, but hardened into soft hind of sione;

in this latter the excavations of the cata-
Into thic catacombs
we descended from a vineyard two miles | &5
outside thie walls: of Rome, by = flight ofJ

steps, (the catacombs are now bewng
-opened, and rubbish, &c., removed. The

combs were made.

padre who accompanicd us has tae super-

intendence of the work ;) we then entered
narrow excavated passages-extending and
ramifying in every direction; in the sides
of these pussages are cells excavatedy some
large enonga for a human body to be laid,
others for several bodics, and many smaller
Hete- we saw the
mouldering remains of those-whose great
grandfathers saw the apostles. Many of
the bodies (of course the bones only) rest
as they were laid 1600 ycars ago.. Many
of them are now fast mouldering away,
since the: admission of the air, and the
marble stabs or tiles which enclosed their
cells have been removed ; each of their
cells (shich are ranged one above another:

ones for children.

and within a foot o1-two of each other in
every part of the catacombs) were closed
afier the body was deposited, and-a picce
of marble or wmore geuerally several large
tiles were used for this purpose, sealed up
with cement, so that the air could not en~
ter, and this accounts in some measure
for the pesfect preservation of the bones.
Mony of these have been taken duwn, yet
sore of the cella~are sealed wp, and res
maia just as they were at fiest, and the
mortar that was nsed appears ag if it had
only been spread afew weeks ago; the
marks of the trowel are as fresh as ever,
and'in this morar, inscribed whiie it was
yer wet, i3 ficquemly to be found the
name of the indivianal interred-there, und
the words (in pace) in peace, or sleops in
peace—an epitcph simple,.but in those
times of trial and uibulation, wouderfully
exprossive.

‘There are the bedies of soany of the
varly martyes 3 they are known by hav-
ing » small lamp at their feet, inserted in
the raortar whilst wet, and a small vase
ot vial at the head § the visl contained
he.wr own blood, which it was the prac

tice of the sursivi g f.iet ds toobtaia from

These catucomba/
are the places in which they interred thetr

For a long
ime, indeed. the ceremonies of their relis
gion were performed in those dark and

the body, and preserve in this moanncr ;
some of the lumps remsin, bpt the vials
have been 1emoved—but the rmnression in
the mortar wlere they weio set yet re-
mains, 'Uhere ste also impressions of the
coins of the time in which the bodies were
interred ; by thero the date of the inter-
meut 18 known, There are several small
chupels, which ate extiemely curious ;
the walls are pawted, and many of tho
pictures ate quite fresh : the subjects are
in general seriptural, 1 wos pleased to
4 see these pictures, which were painted 1n
the early part of the third century, and
the fact will bo a good argument iu favor
of picture« in chiurchies.  We remained in
this city of the dead two hours, wa'king
at least an hour sud a half of the time.—
There must be-thvusands of bodies. The
extent-of the catacombs is not yet known.
In these gloomy regions the early Christ-
tians took refuge in times of persecution,.
and the mind is overwhelmed with the
multitnie of assoctations that arise. We
ascended— the sun wagshining gloricusly
and the moun ains that surround Campag~
va looked bright snd calm; ss they did
when He desd thou.ands sleeping be-
feath onr feet gazed upon them.”

FRANCE.

We extract the following statement of
the numbers of the Catholic «lergy in
Frauee, aud the provision made for them,
from the budaet of the Ministers of Public
Worship. The total nmount of these ec-
clesiastics is 36,01h  They comprise fif-
teen srchbishops, ofwhm.the Archb.sh-
op of Paris has at present an mcome of
25,0001, a year, which, however, is pro-
pused to be increased 10 40,0007, and the
other fourteen hinve from- 14,000. to 15,
0901, sixty-five bishops, baving 10,000
but the three catdinat bi hops of Rouean,
Lyoas,snd-Acras, have an additions] 10,
030f. Such prelates-as have two depart-
ments in their diovcse teceive §1,500f, for
the expeuses of their visitations, and  the
rest nave 1,000, Sums of:fiom 8,000{.
10 10,000{. aro granted to archbishops and
bi hops towards the charges of thi- e
esaablishmesnt. Thefe ace 175 vicars gene
ral, Those m the bishopric of Paris e«
ceive 4,000f, in the other archbishopries
3,000, and in the bishopries 2,000. for
each 3 661 canons—those of Paris having
2,400°., aud the rest 1,500¢; 3,301 cures,
with incomes of from 1,200f, to 1,500. ;
26,000 desservans of curates, such as arc
urder sixty yearsof age rece virg €601, ;.
between sixty sud seventy years, S00L ;
and of 70 and upwards, 1000f ; 27.600
cures m:e established. or anthorized : &,
765 vicars, with alluwances of 3530f.—
6,276 are authonzed) ; 21 bishops' ea-
noas, havinz 8,000L, bzinz diguataries
and canens of the second order, bolony -
ing to-be chaprerof St. Devis.  Thece
are also 3,000 seminarivs.— Galignani.

]

Ablication of the IKang of Hanover—
We 1ake the tuilowin'z from Le Commerce
of June 7 =\ repost is ugain spread of
the spproaching abid.cation of the Kirg
of [lanover. 1t is added, butless confi-
dently, it is true, that bis Majs sty thivhe
ofallymg himsell by-murtiaze wiih the
family of s soveiei.n count. of the Ges-
Iman Confederut one™




