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THIE BARREN GROUND 0F NORTHERN CANADA.

.IN the extreme north of Canada
there is a triangle of land enclosed
by the Aretie Sea, the Mackenzie
River, and the Black River. The
base of this triangle is forrned by the
coast line between the mouths of the
twvo rivers, and its apex by the Great
Slave Lake. On the shores of this
lake the Hudson's Bay Company
have two stations, Fort IResolution
and Fort Reliance. The district of
the lake lias long served as a basis
for Arctic exploration un thie main-
land, and the sterile region to the
nortli is full of memories of Hearne,
Mackenzie, Franklin, and Black.
But aithougli the courses of the xTwo
rivers and the outline of the Arctic
coast have been mrade known by the
efforts of these heroic adventurers
and their successors, the interior
country romains stili practically
unexplored.

During the two years Mr. War-
burton Pike remained in northern
Canada hie made Fort Resolution hiis
headquarters. From this, point hie
undertook frequent excursions into
the Barren Ground, in the course of
which he endured dangers and liaud-
ships sufficient for a lifetime. Fromn
conversation with the officers of
Budson's Bay Company, lie had
heard of "astrange animal, a relie
of an earlier age," that was stili to be
found roaming tlie Barren Ground.
Ilis informiants could tell him no-
thing of the niusk-ox, as the animal
is nanied, from personal experience.
AiU that was known had been gather-
ed from the reports of Indians. Once
oi, twice enthusiastie sportsmien liad
attexnpted to reacli the xnusk-ox
country, but tliey had been unsue-

~4 cessf nI. "'To try and penetrate
this unknown land, to, see the muait-
ON, to find ont as muchi as lie could
about their habits and tlie habits of

f the Indians wlio go in pursuit of theui
every year," tliis, Mr. Pike tells us
iii lis preface, was the objeet of bis
journey.

Bis first expedition wvas under-
tke in the autumn of the year

1889. Altliougl it1 was very %hort,

it was so far successful that Mr.
Pike is able to wirite : " September
27tli was a red-letter day, inarking
the death of the first mua3k-ox."
Naturally this first specimnen made
a great impression on Mr. Pike's
mmnd, and lie describes the appear-
ance the animal presented witli
great precision:-

"1In crossing an occasional liiece of
level ground ho ivalked witl a curions
rolling motion, probably accounted,
for by the waving of te long liair
on the flanks ; this Imair reaches.
almnost to the ground and gives the
legs such. an exaggerated appearance,
of shortness that, at first siglit, one
would declare the animal incapable
of any rapid motion. The shaggy
head was carried higli, and vvlen lie
finally pulled up at siglit of us, with-
in forty yards, witli his neck slightly
arched and a gleam of sunshine
lighting up tlie luge white boss
formed by the junction of the horns,
he presented a inost formidable
appearance. "

The first success ivas followed up
by a winter expedition of five weehs'
duration. Mr. Pike then returned
to, Fort Resolution for Christmas ;
but in the fc -llowing sunimer h e made
a third expedition Vo, the Barren
Ground, in which lie wvas accom-
panied by Mr. Mackinlay, who was
in charge of the fort, and some other
white men.

LaVe in the autumn of 1890 Mr.
Pute formed the intention of crossing
the Rockies, and so mnaking his way
Vo tlie Pacifie. It was in carryinge
out hils intenLion Vhat Mr. Pike met
witli an experience whicli threatened
to le deeply tragic, and which forma
the culminating adventure of the
narrative.

It is difficult to praise too mucli
the brevity and strength of Mr.
Pike's work. There 15 sornethingr
Homeric in the directness and simi-
plicity of bis style. .At VIe samne
time, by escliewing the pernicious
habit of breaking up the narrative by
the insertion of dates, he lias av oided


