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SELECTIONS.

EDUCATIONAL BACKBONE.

There is no grander thing in all the
wniverse than a strong, decided, selfreliant,
independent character. Strength of will,
decision of purpose,independence of action
and thought,—these form the lever that
moves the world. Without these, all other
traits are of little worth to their possessor or

to the world about him. The weak man, .

no maitter how good his purpose, is a
ciphe.. He can not carry out his plans,
nor can he inspire others with his feelings.
He can neither resist temptation nor lead
others away from it. The decided, strong
man,and he only,can soactand impress him-
self upon his time as to effect any impor-
tant thing for the race. We have plenty of

weak, good men. We need more of those |
who dare stand up for their opinions, who !

iron mould, the same for all, young or olg,
mature or immature. Some teachers present
every subject, even in a primary school, ip
a hard, dry, logical way, that has in it ne
variableness, neithér shadow of turning.
The recitation is simply an examination.
No helping haad is offered, and if the pupil
gets jnto deep water, he must help himself
our. Atacertain age and development of
his pupils,more or less of this work is need-
ful to cultivate self-reliance; but this is quite
an advanced stage. The young and imma-
ture become discouraged and faint undexr
it. The child, in its first feeble, tottering
steps, must have an arm on which he can
rely for aid.

But this method is becoming old-fashion-
ed, and others, more moderu, are more

1 fact /ave opinions,and who can be swerv- | popular. There is the co-operative style,as
ed neither by threats nor cajolery from their , it has been called, at the other extreme,
;)me course—men, in other words, of back- | in which the pupil is not trained to depend
o}x;e. Kbone d [ ud igpqn himselic'1 atl all. I}-IIe is cal(ligd, 1:mses;,
ackbone does not mean, as under- | hesitates, and the teacher immediately goes
stand it, unbending rigidity, or obstinacy,or | through the work, the pupil leoks on admir-
pugnacity. Consider the structure of the | ingly, nods approval, and is marked 10. Or
lxterz_zl baf:kbone. It is_sgrong, but it is also | else, when he hesitates, 2 dozen hands go
glas.tgl: ; xgt 1f‘uay be rcllgl(ti' 1or it méayd be : u[‘;l in c]afss, and one g(ilves a few \1:0\(':;15.,f ag}
xible ; it has a wonderful power of adap- ; othera few more, and so on; and if he
tation to varying circumstances. Nothing ' approves he is marked 10, as before. It is
can better symbolize the character of the ! really astonishing to look at the class reports
men that are the need of the time. We . of such te:achers, and to see how many of
want suchmen to come forth as the pro- - their pupils have stood 1c throughout the
duct of our pubiic schools. To this end Lyear ; and it is quite as astonishing to see
we need backbone in all things connected ' how many of thewa fail in their examinations.
thh educaf:on. T{xey should be vigorous, ; T}me failure is explained as being the resuit
decided, )vnh a_debmte purpose, calculated : of bashiulness or nervousness when exam-
:golzgit 151 g:qglf athh?.bxt of mg_ependendt : inedé bll]{tb it really itshbf:ca_usi there has %ﬁen
adapted to their age, condition, and : no backbone in their instruction. ey
development, and so elastic as to serve the ' have been nursed and propped up with
%rymg needs of the place and the time. ; pillows until their strength is gone ; and so,
e want backbone in our methods of tea- ' when left to themselves, they show how
ching, in our discipline, in our courses of : flabby and nerveless and characterless their
study,and in our whole educational system. l teaching has been.

These four points will be especially referred ;  Then there are teachers who have adopted
1o :é‘r} rgns papir. . thods of . ; Wha}tl tldmey 3\3’%0;@1 by the n;met]of t&y)z_'g}l
irst, as to the methods of teaching. | method. at they mean by the topi
‘These are sometimes too rigid, cast in an method is too frequently the mere repeating
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