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EDUCATIONAL BACKBONE.

There is no grander thing in ail the 1iron mouid, the saine for ail, young or old,
%niverse than a streng, decided, self-reliant, mature or immature. Seme teachers present

independent character. Strength of wili, every subject, even in a primary school, iD)
decision of purpose,independence of actio a ha'rd, dry, logical way, that bas in it no
and thought,-thesc orin the lever that variableness, neithêr shadowv of turning.
meves the world. Without these, ail other The recitation is simply au examination-traits are of littie worth te their possessor or No heiping band is offered, and if the puipil'to the ivorld about hum. The weak man, gets juto deep water, hie mxust help hiniseifne itter liow good his purpose, saotAtacringendevlp n f1

ciph-..He an ot crryouthisplans, his pupiis,more or less of this wvork is need-
nior can lie inspire others ivith bis feelings, fui te cuitivate seif-reliance; but this is qule
H1e cati neither resist tenîptation nor I-ad an advanced stage. The yourig and imma-
others away ffroni it. The decided, streng ture become discouvagcd and faint under
znan,and lie only,can seact and irnpress him- it. The child, in its first feeble, tottering
self upc;n bis âine as te effect any imper- steps, must have an amni on which hie cati
tant thing for the race. We bave pienty of rely for aid.
weak, good men. We need more of those 1But this niethod is becoming oid-fashion-I
who dare stand up for their opinions, wvho' cd, and others, more nmodern, are more I
in fact have opinions,andw~ho can be swerv- ipopular. There is the co-opcrativc style, s
ed neithcr by threats nor cajolcry frorn their it bas been calied, at tbe ocher extremne, A
truc ceurse-men, in other words, of back- in~ ivich the pupil is not trained te depend

bone.upon bimiself at ail. He is called, arises,
Backboe docs not mean, as I under- h esitates, and the teacher immediately gees bi

stand it, unbcndirig rigidity, or obstinacy,or throughi the %vork, tbe pupil Wlzs on admir-
pugnacity. Censider the structure of the irigly, 3lnods approval,. and is marked io. Or ni
literai backbene. It is streng, but it is aisoelcsc, wvhcn lic hesitates, a dezen hands go r
elastic ; it may be rigid orit may be :tp .iii class, and ene gives afew words, an-
flexible ; it bas a wenderftul power of adap- other a fcw more, and se on ; and if beSi
tatiena te varying circurnstances. Netlîing appreves hie is niarked ie, as befere. It is
can better symbelize the character of the rcaily astonishing te look at tbc class reports
men that are the nced efthie' tirne. We of such teachers, and te sec hew mnany of
-want such men te cerne forth as tbc pro- thieir I)upiis have steed ic threughout the c
duct of our pubtic scheois. To tbis end yeir ; and it is quite as astonishing te sec h
we need backboe in ail things cennected liowv niany of tbei tlad in their examinatiens. dr,
with educatien. Tbey sbeuld lie vigereus, The failtire is explained as being the resuit
decided, with a definite purpese, calculated cf bashfuiness or nerveusness whcn exan- n
to beget in pupils a habit ef independent incd; but it really is because there bas beeni n
thougbt adapted te their age, condition, and ne backbone in their instruction. They rig
developnîent, and se elastie as te serve the bave been nursed and prepped up with bu
varying needs of the place and the turne. pillows until thieir strength is gene ; and se,Mi
We wvant backboe in our nietbods of tea- when left te thernscves, they sbow 'howly
ching, in our discipline, in our courses of flabby and nerveless and characterless tbeir 5ay
study,and in our whoie educational systemu. teaching has been.bo
These four peints will be cspecially referred Then there are teachers wvho have adepted wi
Io in this paper. Wvbat they dignify by tbe naine ef /qpica.? g

First, as te thc mcethods of teacbing. Imethed. Wbat they mean by the tepical pr
These are semetimes tee rigid, cast in an methed is tee frequentiy the inere repeating r


