
mes bas been «,mariÉea,ý ag ve
bope I>e will ,exert bis, influence -te
infube a litie honoi, ana dignlity inte
the- Grand Mark- Lodge.-tfl)XTOR

GRAND ORIEN~T OF RANCE.

It bas been thoùgént well te, give te
our readers an account cf this im-
portant body, now s0 near our shores,
ana in which the good feelings cf ]ihig-
lish Freenaasons are iuterested, de-
spite recent unioward procoeings
and regretable changesl. The posi-
tien cf the Freuchi Grand Orient is a
very serions eue. Witliout intercom-
mnunication with two-thirds cf con-
temporary Freemasoury, it seems de-
termined, despite ail the reticeuce
that prudence might 'snggest and
çomity dictate, te adhere te. those new
ideas tnd dangerous dogniata which
bave nearly brought about for il sncb
an entire uproeting cf its old entente
cordiale with England, America. etc.

We think it riglit te say thie, as we
mote iu Bro. Cousiu's report fer
1882-83 that he holde eut the hope
of renewing "alliances" and kindly
connections, which have been broken
nup through a "Imisunderstandling,"
",mal entendu," as lie says. Alas 1
've fear lie deceives himself and the
Grand Orient greatly as regards Eng-
libh aua Anierican views on the sub-
ject. Indeed, --very new step taken
by the authorities of the Grand Orient
s>eem te render any prospect of recon-
ciliation and approximation harder te,
arrange and more impossible te effect.
A sbort time age, with a "Irevolution"
which startled the Masonie world,
they gave up old landmnarks; and cos-
inopolitan principles foi Ilfadls " and
theories cf a purely uubelieving
sohool, and mixed up in a most won-
dlerful nianuer, almost iuexplicably
se, theix abuegation cf any religoue
lbelief -with an avowal, ci social-
political termiuology alarraing tp the
trite rireemnason, whe utterly despises
the "shibboletÉt3" cf party and the

c.ries,. o~pgSsanrg. facW!(ns. eut ais

ed, and in september nest t "oim-
cil of the, Order" is to present %. fçesh
revision. But te our facts.

In 18ff ,tbe French Grand Or'ient
328 "ate1iirs," or -Iworkshops," com-
poseil cf 276 lodges, twenty five cba-p-
ters, twelve councdls, ene consistory,
and the Grand College 'of Rites, under
its jurisdiction. In Septenaber, 1883,
the Grand Orient numbered 829
"ateliers," twenty-seven lodges hadl
been constitutedl (though we do net
profess te square the figures), three
lodges and one obapter revived, three
lodges, two, chapters, and eue coun.
cil susptended, eight members were
suspended, and 393 struck off the
books.

If any one was asked "4onîside the
situation" what was the distinguish-
ing feature of Frenchi Freemasonry
just now, he migbt fairly answer that.
elaborate system of criminal juris-
prudence so systematically cairried
out, which betrays a1ilke the weakuess
of the posý.ion and points a moral as
to the entire perversion of the Masonie
idea which, uow dominates Frenclh
Freemasonry.

For 1 oharity, " as will be later geu,
the Grand Orient does practically
nothiug, and when its annual budget
is analyzed it will be further seen
how unsath8factory is its state in every
respect, fluancial aud othorwise. To
read the financial report to the "lCou-
vent" you would expect a great fin-
anacial succeas. a "large balance at
their bankers." But nio, the "cash
balance" in favor of the Grand Orient
at the end of twelve months is thirty
francs forty centimes, net one pound
ten shillings; and if the anticipations
of the "budget" for 1884 be realized,
in February, 1884,it will be the foir-
tun ate possessor of a balan-le cf
seveuty-ninefrancs flfty-five centruese
or not three pouuds ten shillings. Its
wbele inceme, amounts, te l2s5
francs forty-five centimes, or not £5,-
000 in. round numbera, and its ex-
penses te 127,257 francs aad eighty

~J74 fTHE O4 4MADIl4Z Cj, F??BM4N.


