
LODGR DURS. $7.
ence ta aIl that ie noble, sublime and
esthetic so great that lie lias no idea
for, and therofore cannaI appreciats
-the beauty of Freemasonry ; and in
either case lie made a mistake lnjoining the Institution, and thes brelli-
ren who proposed and elected him
aiea naistook the nman.

Granted, liowever, that a Brother
feels himself dscsivsd in bis expecta-
lions after he lias for some lime been
a member of a Lodgs, lie lias at any
finie the privilege to withdraw by
tendering his resignation, (as an offi-
cer of t. e Lodge only lie cannaI resigu
during bis terni of office); in fact il
would be a benefit to our Institution
if ail màdoontent and disappointsd
members wers ta resign and with
draw from it, thers would stili be
plenty loft, ana. the Lodgee would
undoubtedly work better and mora
harmoniously than they now work
with such an element of indifference
and dissatisfaction. But suob a Bro-
ther should not defer teudering Lis
resignation until his dues bave
gans in arreare; he sliould not require
froni the Lodge or the Craft at large
a continuation of guarantee of riglits
and privile -.,.s, which at any time hie
miglit fail in need of applying for,
but lie should without delay resign
and sever those mutual obligations.

Having thus considsred the ques-
ition of right of suspension for non-
payment of dues abstractiy, we naw
corne to that tender point, where the
law, if carried out ta tie lelter, with-
out regard to particular circumstances,

*'would ini certain cases operate harshly
and in sanie isolated cases even in.-
humansly, and hence uumazo'nically.
Ia this respect, howevsr, aur law of

-suspension for non-payment of dues
doos nal stand alone. There je hiardly
any peal clause upon aur Statute
bookPof the land, whicli in some isol-
ated cases dos not, if oarried ont to
ta the letter, operate liarBhly, arbi-
trarily, or even nnjustly. But while
the Court lias no power ta sel aside
lias penalty imposed by statuts upon
any persan convicted -of liaving via-

Iated the same, no malter however
extenuating thq circumstances may
have been ; nor while no Court cmn
withholdj udgment upan a debt olearly
proven, nor the officere of the Iaw
abstain from, the performance of their
duly by enforoing the execution, liow-
ever poar, éickly, and in actual dis-
trees the defendant may be. We, au
Fresmasoras, have no sucb cast iran
bandsesncircling aur penal clause,
which. pravides for the suspension of
nan-payment of dues; we have the
pow )r at any lime and at ail limes,
whenever we find il necessary or de-
sirable, ta dsclare by resolution, that
the dues of a Brother in arrears be
renitsd, s'na thus obviate hie sus-
pension. No Judge of any Court bas
suci a power. But, aithough no one
couMf seoces3sfuily dispute thes exigt-
sucs of liaI power in any Lodge, yet
there are soffie Brethren wlao, from
au exceedingly high degres of sensi-
tivensess an behaîf of those brelliren
who Ibrougi mi8forlune are rendered
unable to pay, ses insurmountable
obstacles in the way in arder to oh-
tain tis passing of suai a resolutian
by thes Lodge.

La reference to the amount of dues
in qusstion,-about four or six dollars,
-they speak of it as if tie saine were
sufficient ta provide a fanaily with
food, fuel and clothing, bea!ides.paying
that Brolher's allier dobts; and re-
garding liat poor Brotlier's potation,
they represent il as lie most galling,
humiliating and dsgrading actu ta ex-
pecl of hini ta reveal ta an intimate
friend, ta a Brother Mason, the facî
liaI thougli willing, hie depressed
aircunistances do not allow him to
pay hie dues. Tisse volunteer spokes-
men for the poor Brother are. ever
rsady ta censure those who express
their views as regarde the ability to
pay of defaulting brelhren, and hioId
thal nobody can judge Iliat subjeat
botter than, the defaulter -himself.
But these censurera take it upan
theniselves ta judge liat which no-
body eau ses or estimate, narnely,
lie extont of anoîlier man's feelings
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