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“Your Specidl Qommittes, to whom
-you referred that portion of the Most
Worshipful Grand Master’s address,
seferring to ocertain pamphlets or
books, written and promulgated by a
gertain Worshipful Master of this
Grand Jurisdiotion, in which the
guthor denounces, in bold and defiant
terms, the fuadamental principles
qgon which our instifution is plant-
ed, to wit: Faith in Grod, and a hope
of a fubure state of reward.

“The said author also ridicules the
teaching of the ‘Book of the Law,’
whioh Masonry proclaims to be the
<First Great Light’ in our fraternity,
and declares himself as holding no

_ allegiance to the Bible or its God.

«For these reagons your committee
denounces the holding and promul-
gation of such sentiments as high
treagon against Masonry, und totally
snbversive of all its teachings and
foundation, and if permitted to pass
unrebuked, would render us, ags Ma-
gons, obnoxious to the charge of gross
hypoorisy and dereliction of daty.

“Your committes feel deeply the
magnitude and importance of respon-
gibility esting on them, from the fact
‘$hat & orime of such magnitude,
dharged against a Magon, as the
denial of our ‘Feith in God,” and
hope of immortality, has never be-
fore come up before this Grand
Liodge, and is unknown in this juris-
diction.

«In view of these facts, we feel s
delicacy and hesitancy in recommend-
ing such punishment, a8 we believe
ghould be inflicted, npon one so
raoreant o every principle of our
loved fraternity.

“We would therefore respectfully
wefer the meed of puaishment of so
grave a orime, to the Grand Lodge
for their infliction.”

The brother was afterwards sus-
pended from all rights, privileges and
duties as ‘Worshipful Master, and a
-gommittes appointed to prefer charges
against him and bring him to trial.
—Keystone,

THE FIRST GREAT LIGHT.

It is the nsage of the craft in all
countries, at the présent,time, dnd
hes been from %he remotest antiquity,
that the Book of the Law, the Greaf
Light, whioh is the Holy Bible, is al-
ways spread open upon the altar ip
every asylum; indeed, a Masonic
body cannot be properly organized og
opened for busineys without'it. There
is in this, as in everything else Ma-
sonic, an appropriate symbolism,
The Book of the Liaw is tho Great
Light of Masonry, Every promigein
the Bible is & pearl of inestimable
value, of great price. Faith makes
a chain of pearls out of the promises
by which she graces her neck and
seoures her armor, but Masonry is a
thread of gold running through the
chain of pearls. To close the Bible,
or to emagoulate its promises, would
interrupt the rays of divine light
which emanate from if, and would
leave the body in moral darkness.

As the Bible is the most luminous
and profound of all the Mssonio
symbole, a8 well as the corner and
copestone of the edifice, I am sure
you will pardon me for including in
this paper Rev. Dr. Dwight's eloquent
apostrophe to the Great Light thab
lays on our alters, which for beauty
of language, grandeur of thcughs,
and elegance of expression, has no
equal in all the range of human lang-
uage. - Dr. Dwight says:—The Bible
is a window in the prison of hope,
through which we look into eternity.
It contains more true sublimity, more
exquisite beauty, more pure morality,
more important history, and finer
strains of poetry and eloguence, than
can be collected from all other booke
ever written, in all the .ages, and all
the languages, that have ever besn
invented.” How thankful we.as Ma-
sons ought to be for the Bible, the
triangular and triune light-that ever
and always stends in front of the
Magonie alter; it is God’s purest and
best gift to Masons, pointing them
ever to that greater light, eternal im



